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Tue fortieth volume of the Baptist Magazine is now completed. How 
few remain among us of those who forty years ago commenced what was 
then regarded as an enterprise of doubtful expediency! In the earliest 
numbers we find the signatures of Francis Augustus Cox, Thomas 
Edmonds, and James Lister: may their lives be prolonged, and their 
last days correspond worthily with those which in the plentitude of their 
strength they have been enabled to devote to the service of the churches ! 
But among the first contributors and founders of the work there were 
also William Steadman, John Saffery, Samuel Kilpin, Thomas Flint, 
Thomas Uppadine, and William Gray, with others of the same spirit 
whose names are less familiar to the public; and these were soon joined 
by Andrew Fuller, John Ryland, James Hinton, Isaiah Birt, William 
Faweett, William Newman, Joseph Ivimey, Thomas Coles, Samuel 
Saunders, Joseph Kinghorn, and others, who rest from their labours, but 
who have left memorials in our hands and in our hearts which endear to 
us their memory. It is a pleasant exercise to turn over the early 
volumes occasionally, and observe the judicious counsels and encouraging 
suggestions which they were accustomed to make to their contemporaries. 
Tt is an honour to follow them, and assist in carrying on the work which 
they began. One thing connected with this is peculiarly gratifying : the 


principles on which the work is conducted are unchanged. No alteration 


in this respect has taken place—no alteration would commend itself to 
the judgment of those who are principally engaged in its management. 
We are decided where they were decided, we are neutral where they 
There is not, as far as we know, the slightest difference 
between the spirit in which the publication has been carried on during 
the last few years, and that which is evinced in its early volumes. The 


amount of good which it has been the instrument of effecting during the 
exerted an influence on the churches is, we 


were neutral. 


forty years in which it has 


- 
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believe, immense. The prevalence of a purer theology, of a more active 
zeal, and of a more cordial spirit of co-operation, will occur to some who 
remember the times preceding its appearance, and who are able to com- 
pare the denomination as it now is with what it then was. A more 
numerous class, however, will appreciate one tangible, though incidental 
benefit accruing from its establishment and extensive circulation,—that 
needy widows of baptist ministers who had “seryed their generation by 
the will of God,” have received from its profits no less than five thou- 
sand, five hundred, and fifty-four pounds. ” 

The “avowed design” of the Baptist Magazine originally was, and 
the cherished purpose with which it is now conducted still is, “to 
cultivate Christian union and affection among the members of the baptist 
denomination, and to blend with their principles such a portion of firm- 
ness, zeal, and liberality, as shall make them lovely and useful members 
of the general body ;” and we cannot conclude the preface to the fortieth 
volume better than by saying, in the language of the preface to the first, 
“We never wish any of our readers to forget for a moment our steady 
attachment to the ordinances of Jesus Christ, and our determination by 
his grace to keep them as they were delivered. We feel this deter- 
mination to be fully compatible with our desire to hold a place in the 
affections of those who love him, who do not possess our views of his 
ordinances. We have no party principles to promote; we hold the 
religion of Jesus Christ too sacred to be combined with such a design ; 
but we possess an earnest wish to recommend Att the truth of God to 
the notice of our fellow men, and to see all Christians walking in all 

the commandments and ordinances of Jesus Christ.” 


WILLIAM GROSER. 


24, Acton Place, Kingsland Road, 
November 25, 1848, 
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SKETCHES OF EARLY ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, 


WRITTEN IN ACCORDANCE WITH BAPTIST PRINCIPLES. 


NO. 1. 


Tux only Ecclesiastical History that 
is worthy of implicit credit terminates 
with the imprisonment of Paulat Rome. 
_ Chronological data, with which we are 
furnished by notices of events in the 
book of Acts which are also referred to 
by secular annalists, enable us ta deter- 
mine with tolerable certainty that 
A.D. 61 or 62 was the year of the apos- 
tle’s. arrival in the metropolis of the 
world. There hey “dwelt two whole 
years in his own hired house, and re- 
ceived all that came unto him, preaching 
the kingdom, of God, and teaching 
those things which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ, with all confidence, no man for- 
bidding him.” 

‘In these circumstances, also, there is 
reason to believe, he wrote his invaluable 
letters to the disciples at Philippi, 
Ephesus, and Colosse, including that to 
Philemon. “During his confinement,” 
Neander observes, “anxiety for the ex- 
tension of the kingdom of God, and 
for the prosperity of the churches he 
had founded, occupied him far more 
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than the care of his personal welfare. 
As all persons had free access to him, he 
thus enjoyed opportunities for preaching 
the gospel. By the soldiers who relieved 
one another in standing guard over him, 
it became known among their comrades, 
(among the cohortes pretoriane, in the 
castra preetoria, in the pretorium) ; 
and hence to a wider extent in the city, 
that he was put in confinement, not on 
account of any civil offence, but for his 
zeal on behalf of the new religion ; and 
this tended to promote it, since a cause 
for which its advocate sacrificed every 
thing was certain of attracting atten- 
tion. By his example also many of the 
Roman Christians were roused to pub- 
lish the truth zealously and boldly. 
But while some co-operated with Paul 
in a oneness of heart and mind, others 
came forward who belonged to the anti- 
pauline Judaizing party, in opposition 
to his method of publishing the gospel. 
The manner in which he expresses him- 
self respecting these his opponents is 


worthy of notice on two accounts. We 
B 
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here see a man who could entirely forget 


his own person when the cause of his | 


Lord was concerned,—who could even 
rejoice in what bore an unfriendly as- 
pect towards himself, if it contributed 
to promote the cause of Christ. We 
perceive how far his zeal for the truth 
and against error was from all selfish 
contractedness ; with what freedom of 
spirit he was able to pass a judgment on 
all doctrinal differences. Even in the 
erroneous views of these Judaizers he 
acknowledged the truth that lay at 
their basis ; and when he compared the 
errors propagated by them with the 
fundamental truth which they an- 
nounced at the same time, it was still a 
cause of joy to him that this _funda- 
mental truth was becoming more gene- 


rally known, that in every way, whether | 


in pretence (by those who in their 
hearts preferred Judaism to Christianity), 
or with an upright intention, Christ 
was preached, Phil. i.18. For even by 
these persons the knowledge of the facts 


on which the gospel rested was spread | 


to a greater extent; and where faith in 


Jesus as the Messiah, the founder and | 


king of the kingdom of God, was once 
produced, on this foundation a super- 
structure could be raised of more cor- 
rect and extended instruction.”’* 

It was in the days of Nero that Paul 
was brought to Rome, as a Roman 
citizen who had availed himself of his 
right to appeal from the local au- 
thorities of Judea to the supreme tri- 
bunal at which the emperor himself 
presided. At the commencement of his 
reign, when only seventeen years of 
age, Nero had excited hope that his 
career would be distinguished for jus- 
tice and beneficence. When Paul pro- 
nounced the words, “I appeal unto 
Cesar,” if he had heard anything of 
the proceedings of the young prince, he 


* History of the Planting and Training ef the 
Christian Church, yol. i, book iti. chap, ix, 


had probably been informed that Nero 
had abolished the practice of hearing 
in a chamber of the palace the accuser 
and the accused, and thereby subjecting 
the lives and fortunes of men to the 
influence of a few favourites, avowing a 
determination that in his court nothing 
should be venal, nothing earried by 
intrigue, by bribery, or by secret influ- 
ence.t Long before the arrival of the 
apostle, however, Nero had devoted 
himself to every species of criminal 
self-indulgence, and had openly re- 
nounced all decency. Surrounding him- 
self with the most infamous associates, 
he gave both day and night to atrocities 
which excited universal detestation ; 
and he had ready instruments at hand 
for whatever deeds of madness or cruelty 
he might be inclined to perpetrate. 

A few months after the period to 
which the last verses of the book of 
Acts refer, an event took place in which 
history implicates this monster of 
wickedness, having so direct an in- 
fluence on the circumstances of the 
believing residents at Rome, that it is 
desirable to give a full account of it. Our 
knowledge of it is derived principally 


| from heathen historians, and is there- 


fore free from suspicion that their re- 
presentations were intended to favour 
the real or supposed interests of the 
Christian church. Tacitus, to whose 
Annals we are indebted for the following 
facts, is writing what had taken place in 
his own early days. Speaking of a con- 
flagration which oceurred in the year of 
Rome 816, A. p. 63, he says, “ Of all the 
disasters that ever befell the city of 
Rome from the rage of fire, this was 
the worst, the most violent and de- 
structive. The flame broke out in that 
part of the circus which adjoins, on 
one side to Mount Palatine, and on the 
other, to Mount Ceelius. It caught a 
number of shops stored with combustible 


——————— 
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goods, and gathering force from the 
winds, spread with rapidity from one 
end of the circus to the other. Neither 
the thick walls of houses, nor the in- 
closure of temples, nor any other build- 
ing, could check the rapid progress of 
the flames. A dreadful conflagration 
followed, The level parts of the city 
were destroyed. The fire communicated 
to the higher buildings, and again laying 
hold of inferior places, spread with a 
degree of velocity that nothing could 
resist. The form of the streets, long 
and narrow, with frequent windings, and 
no regular opening, according to the 
plan of ancient Rome, contributed to 
increase the mischief, The shrieks and 
lamentations of women, the infirmities 
of age, and the weakness of the young 
and tender, added misery to the dread- 
ful scene, Some endeavoured to provide 
for themselyes, others to save their 
. friends, in one part dragging along the 
lame and impotent, in another waiting 
to receive the tardy, or expecting relief 
themselves; they hurried, they lingered, 
they obstructed one another, they looked 
behind, and the fire broke out in front ; 
they escaped from the flames, and in 
their place of refuge found no safety ; 
the fire raged in every quarter; all 
were involved in one general conflagra- 
tion, 

* The unhappy wretches fled to places 
remote and thought themselves secure, 
but soon perceived the flames raging 
round them: which way to turn, what 
to avoid, or what to seek, no one could 
tell. They crowded the streets; they 
fell prostrate on the ground ; they lay 
stretched in the fields, in consternation 
and dismay resigned to their fate. 
Numbers lost their whole substance, 
even the tools and implements by which 
they gained their livelihood, and in that 
distress did not wish tosurvive. Others, 
wild with affliction for their friends 
and relations whom they could not save, 
embraced a voluntary death, and pe- 


3 


rished in the flames. During the whole 
of this dismal scene, no man dared to 
attempt anything that might check the 
violence of the dreadful calamity. A- 
crew of incendiaries stood near at hand 
denouncing yengeance on all who offered 
to interfere. Some were so abandoned 
as to heap fuel on the flames. They 
threw in firebrands and flaming torches, 
proclaiming aloud that they had au- 
thority for what they did. Whether in 
fact they had received such horrible 
orders, or under that device meant to 
plunder with greater licentiousness, 
cannot now be known. 

“On the sixth day the fire was sub- 
dued at the foot of mount Hsquiline. 
This was effected by demolishing a 
number of buildings, and thereby leaving 
a void space, where, for want of ma_ 
terials the flame expired. The minds of 
men had scarce begun to recover from 
their consternation when the fire broke 
out a second time, with no less fury 
than before. This happened, however, 
in a more open quarter, where fewer 
lives were lost ; but the temples of the 
gods, the porticoes and buildings raised 
for the decoration of the city, were 
levelled to the ground. The popular 
odium was now more inflamed than ever, 
as this second alarm began in the house 
of Tigellinus, formerly the mansion of 
/milius, A suspicion prevailed that to 
build a new city, and give it his own 
name, was the ambition of Nero. Of 
the fourteen quarters into which Rome 
was divided, four only were left entire, 
three were reduced to ashes, and the 
remaining seven presented nothing 
better than a heap of shattered houses, 
half in ruins.”’* } 

After describing the re-building of the 
city, the improvements made, and the 
care taken to propitiate the gods, Tacitus 
adds, “ But neither these religious cere- 
monies, nor the liberal donations of the 


_# Tacitus: Annals, book xy, ¢, 38 and 40. 
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prince, could efface from the minds of 
men the prevailing opinion, that Rome 
was set on fire by his own orders. The 
infamy of that horrible transaction still 
adhered to him. In order, if possible, 
to remove the imputation, he determined 
to transfer the guilt to others. For this 
purpose he punished, with exquisite 
torture, a race of men detested for their 
evil practices, by vulgar appellation com- 
monly called Christians. 

“The name was derived from Christ, 
who in the reign of Tiberius suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, the procurator of 
Judea. By that event, the sect, of 
which he was the founder, received a 
blow, which for a time checked the 
growth of a dangerous superstition, but 
it revived soon after, and spread with 
recruited vigour, not only in Judzea, the 
soil that gave it birth, but even in the 
city of Rome, the common sink into 
which every thing infamous and abomi- 
nable flows like a torrent from all 
quarters of the world. Nero proceeded 
with his usual artifice. He found a set 
of profligate and abandoned wretches, 
who were induced to confess themselves 
guilty, and on the evidence of such 
men, a number of Christians were con- 
victed, not indeed upon clear evidence of 
their haying set the city on fire, but 
rather on account of their sullen hatred 
of the whole human race. They were 
put to death with exquisite cruelty, and 
to their sufferings Nero added mockery 
and derision. Some were covered with 
the skins of wild beasts, and left to be 
devoured by dogs ; others were nailed to 
the cross ; numbers were burnt alive ; 
and many covered over with inflammable 
matter, were lighted up when the day 
declined, to serve as torches during the 
night. For the convenience of seeing 
this tragic spectacle, the emperor lent 
his own gardens. He added the sports 
of the circus, and assisted in person, 
sometimes driving a curricle, and ocea- 
sionally mixing with the rabble in his 


coachman’s dress. At length the cruelty 
of these proceedings filled every breast 
with compassion. Humanity relented 
in favour of the Christians. The manners 
of that people were, no doubt, of a per- 
nicious tendency, and their crimes 
called for the hand of justice: but 
it was evident that they fell a sacrifice 
not for the public good, but to glut the 
rage and cruelty of one man only.”* 
From this testimony—a testimony it 
will be observed quite independent of 
statements made by either inspired or 
uninspired Christian writers—we learn 
that in the days of Nero there were at 
Rome a great number of people called 
Christians; that they were so denominated 
from one who was called the Christ, 
who had been put to death in Judea, in 
the reign of Tiberius, by Pontius Pilate ; 
that they were objects of general dislike 
on account of their peculiarities; and 
that on false accusations and perjured 
evidence, they were subjected to the 
most cruel treatment. The real offence 
of which Tacitus regarded them as 
guilty was a dangerous superstition 
(exitiabilis superstitio) ; which different 
translators render, “ destructive super- 
stition,” “dire superstition,’ and “per- 
nicious superstition.” Especially he 
attributes to them “a sullen hatred of 
the whole human race.” Respecting 
the original phrase of Tacitus (odio 
humani generis convicti) Mr. Gibbon 
says, “These words may either signify 
the hatred of mankind towards the 
Christians, or the hatred of the Chris- 
tians towards mankind.”+ The former 
they experienced, and with the latter 
they were generally charged. This is 
not surprising, considering the testimony 
they maintained against the prevailing 
practices and maxims of the world. 
Mr. Gibbon himself explains this when 
he says, “ By embracing the faith of the 


* Tacitus: Annals, book xy. ¢, 44, 
t+ Decline and Fallof the Roman Empire, chap. xvi." 
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gospel, the Christians incurred the sup- 
posed guilt of an unnatural and unpar- 
donable offence. They dissolved the 
sacred ties of custom and education, 
violated the religious institutions of 
their country, and presumptuously de- 
spised whatever their fathers had be- 
lieved as true, or had reverenced as 
sacred. Nor was this apostacy, if we 
“may use the expression, merely of a 
partial or local kind; since the pious 
deserter, who withdrew himself from the 
temples of Egypt or Syria, would equally 
disdain to seek an asylum in those of 
Athens or Carthage. Every Christian 
rejected with contempt the superstitions 
of his family, his city, and his province, 
The whole body of Christians unani- 
mously refused to hold any communion 
with the gods of Rome, of the empire, 
and of mankind. It was in vain that 
the oppressed believer asserted the in- 
alienable rights of conscience and private 
judgement. Though his situation might 
excite the pity, his arguments could 
never reach the understanding, either 
of the philosophic or of the believing 
part of the pagan world. To their ap- 


prehensions it was no less a matter of | 


surprise, that any individuals should 
entertain scruples against complying 
with the established mode of worship, 
‘than if they had conceived a sudden 
abhorrence to the manners, the dress, or 
the language of their native country. 
The surprise of the pagans was soon suc- 
ceeded by resentment; and the most 
pious of men were exposed to the unjust 
but dangerous imputation of impiety, 
Malice and prejudice concurred in repre- 
senting the Christians as a society of 
atheists, who by the most daring attack 
on the religious constitution of the 
empire, had merited the severest ani- 
madversion of the civil magistrate.”* 
In respect to the fire, and the perse- 
cution of which it was made the occa- 
sion, it is admitted by Mr. Gibbon—one 


* Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, chap. xvi. 


of the most subtle and unrelenting ene- 
mies to Christianity—that “the most 
sceptical criticism is obliged to respect 
the truth of this extraordinary fact, and 
the integrity of this celebrated passage 
of Tacitus. The former,” he adds, “is 
confirmed by the diligent and accurate 
Suetonius, who mentions the punishment 
which Nero inflicted on the Christians, 
a sect of men who had embraced a new 
and criminal superstition. The latter 
may be proved by the consent of the 
most ancient manuscripts; by the in- 
imitable character of the style of Tacitus; 
by his reputation, which guarded his 
text from the interpolations of pious 
fraud ; and by the purport of his narra- 
tion, which accused the first Christians 
of the most atrocious crimes, without in- 
sinuating that they possessed any mi- 
raculous or even magical powers above 
the rest of mankind.” 

Suetonius, who was secretary to the 
emperor Adrian, and of whom it has 
been said that he wrote the lives of the 
emperors with the same freedom with 
which they led them, has given a far 
less copious account of Nero’s reign than 
that of Tacitus. In specifying measures 
that were adopted to restrain luxury, and 
suppress dissolute habits, Suetonius 
says, ‘The Christians were punished, a 
sort of people given up to a new and 
mischievous superstition.” In referring 


+ Ibid. 

+ Sueton. in Neron. c. 16. “ Afflictt suppliciis 
Christiani, genus hominum superstitionis nove et 
malefice.’’ Lardner and others having rendered the 
word malefice magical. Gibbon says, ‘‘ The epithet 
of malefica, which some sagacious commentators 
have translated magical, is considered by the more 
rational Mosheim as only synonymous to the exi- 
tiabilis of Tacitus; but Dr. Watson of Llandaff, 
answering him, in his Apology for Christianity, 
says, (Letter v.) “I am sensible that you laugh at 
those ‘sagacious commentators’ who translate the 
word by magical ; and adopting the idea of Mosheim, 
you think it ought to be rendered mischievous or 
pernicious: unquestionably it frequently has that 
meaning; with due deference, however, to Mosheim 
and yourself, T cannot help being of opinion, that 
in this place, as descriptive of the Christian reli- 
gion, it is rightly translated magical. The Theo- 
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to the conflagration, however, he not 
only confirms the account of Tacitus, 
but mentions some additional circum- 
stances. He tells us that it being said 
in conversation, “ When I am dead, let 


fire devour the world,” Nero replied, | 
99 «6€ And 


“ Nay, let it be while I am living. 
he acted accordingly,” adds Sueto- 
nius; “for pretending to take offence 
at the unsightliness of the old buildings, 
with the narrowness and winding of the 
streets, he set the city on fire in so bare- 
facedamanner, thata great manyconsular 
gentlemen found those of his bed-chamber 
with tow and torches, in their own 
houses, but durst not meddle with them.” 
. .. , “This fire he beheld from a 
tower on the house of Mecenas, and 


being greatly diverted, as he said, by the | 
beauty of the flame, he sung meanwhile | 


the Destruction of Troy, in the dress 
used by him on the stage.’”* 

But while these transactions were 
taking place, where was the apostle of 
the gentiles ? 


Was he brought forth | 


from his confinement to die, among the | 


multitudes who suffered as belonging to 
the sect every where spoken against ? 
or did the Master whom he served inter- 
pose by his providence to rescue him 
from the impending danger and preserve 
him for further labours in his church ? 
These are questions to which opposite 


answers haye been given, after careful | 


examination of the subject, by men of 


dosian Code must be my excuse for dissenting from | 


such respectable authority, and in it, I conjecture, 
you will find good reason for being of my opinion 
Nor ought any friend of Christianity to be as- 
tonished or alarmed at Suetonius applying the 
word magical to the Christian religion; for the 
miracles wrought by Christ and his apostles prin- 
cipally consisted {n alleviating the distresses, by 
euring the obstinate diseases of human kind; and 
the proper meaning of magic, as understood by 
the ancients, is a higher and more holy branch of 
the art of healing.” Dr. Watson cites in con- 
firmation of his opinion, ix. Cod. Theodos. tit. xvi 
“Chaldwi, ac Magi, et ceteri quos yalgua matlejicos 
ob facinorum magnitudinem appellat.’—« Si quis 
magus vel magicis cantaminibus adsnetus, qui 
malcficus vulgi consuetudine nuncupatur.” 


* Sueton. in Neron. ¢. 38. 


| testimony respecting himself, 
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equal learning and penetration. The 
opinion that prevailed in the fourth 
century was, that Paul had been liberated 
before these public calamities took place ; 
that he performed some journeys which 
he had previously contemplated ; that 
he became a prisoner at Rome a second 
time ; and that there he was ultimately 
beheaded. Reliance cannot be placed on 
the representation of Eusebius, written 
as it was nearly three hundred yearsafter 
the event, yet it contains so much that 
accords with intimations in the epistles 
that it may be pleasant to peruse it. 
Having observed that Paul having 
pleaded his cause before Festus was sent 
a prisoner to Rome, Eusebius adds, 
“But Aristarchus was his companion, 
whom he also somewhere in his epistles 
calls his fellow-prisoner ; and here Luke, 
that wrote the Acts of the Apostles, 
after showing that Paul passed two 
whole years at Rome as a prisoner at 
large, and that he preached the gospel 
without restraint, brings his history to 
a close. After pleading his cause, he is 
said to have been sent again upon the 
ministry of preaching, and after a second 
visit to the city, that he finished his life 
with martyrdom, Whilst he was a 
prisoner he wrote his second epistle to 


| Timothy, in which he both mentions 


his first defence and his impending 
death. Hear on these points, his own 
‘In my 
former defence no one was_ present 
with me, but all deserted me. May 
it not be laid to their charge! But 
the Lord was with me and strength- 
ened me, that through me the preaching 
of the gospel might be fulfilled, and all 
the nations might hear it. And I was 
rescued out of the lion’s mouth, He 
plainly intimates in these words, on the 
former occasion he was rescued from the 
lion’s mouth that the preaching of the 
gospel might be accomplished, that it 
was Nero to whom he referred by this 
expression, as is probable on account of 
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his cruelty. Therefore, he did not sub- 
_ sequently subjoin any such expression as, 
‘he will resctte me from the lion's 
' mouth,’ for he saw in spirit how near 
his approaching death was. Hence, 
after the expression, ‘and I was rescued 
from the lion’s mouth,’ this also, ‘the 
Lord will rescue me from every evil 
work, and will save me unto his heavenly 
kingdom,’ intimating the martyrdom 
that he would soon suffer; which he 
more clearly expresses in the same 
epistle, ‘for I am already poured out, 
and the time of my departure is at 
hand.’ And indeed, in this second 
epistle to Timothy, he shows that Luke 
alone was with him when he wrote, but 


at his former defence not even he. | 


Whenee, it is probable, that Luke wrote 
his Acts of the Apostles about that 
time, continuing his history down to the 
time that he was with Paul. Thus 
much we have said, to show that the 
martyrdom of the apostle did not take 
place at that period of his stay at Rome 
when Luke wrote his history. It is 
indeed probable, that as Nero was more 
disposed to mildness in the beginning, 
' the defence of the apostle’s doctrine 
would by him be more easily received ; 
but as he advanced to such criminal ex- 
cesses as to disregard all right, the 


apostles also, with others, experienced | 
| Clement favours the belief that he 


the effects of the measures pursued 
against them.”* 

Neander has examined this subject 
with his usual care and diligence. The 


following abridgment of his language is | 


sufficiently extended to show the prin- 
cipal conclusions at which he has 
arrived :— 


“Tt agrees, with the chronological | 


data which we have before discovered, 


that after more than a two years’ im-| 


 prisonment, he regained his freedom 


between the years 62 and 63, a result of | 
| j < 1 Vawide 
epistle to Titus, by the peculiarities of 


the proceedings against him which in 


mes SS Se 


_ * Cruse’s Eusebius, book ii. chap. Xxii. 
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itself, and in connection with existing 
circumstances, is by no meansimprobable. 
The accusation of raising a tumult at 
Jerusalem had been proved to be ’un- 
founded ; but the opposition of Chris- 
tianity to the state religion had not then 
attracted public attention, and though 
this fact could not have passed altogether 
unnoticed, yet no definite law existed on 
the subject, and under the emperor 
Nero, who ridiculed the established reli- 
gion, and gave himself little concern 
about the ancient Roman enactments, 
such a point might more easily be waived. 
The friends whom Paul had gained by 
his behaviour during his confinement, 
and by the manner of conducting his 
defence, would probably exert their in- 
fluence in his favour. Thus he might 
regain his freedom; and the aticient 
tradition that he was beheaded and not 
crucified like Peter, if true, favours his 
not haying suffered death in the perse- 
cution of 64; for had he been put to 
death in that persecution, so much re- 


| gard would not have been paid to his 


Roman citizenship as to spare the hated 
leader of a detested sect from the more 
painful andignominious mode of execu- 
tion. 

“Before his confinement, Paul had 
expressed the intention of going into 
Spain, and the testimony of the Roman 


fulfilled this intention. But during his 
confinement at Rome he had altered his 
views, and was determined, by reasons 
which we have already noticed, to visit 
once more the scene of his carly labours 
in Lesser Asia. The second epistle to 
Timothy contains hints of his returning 
by his usual route through Achaia, 
“We, therefore, are of opinion that 
Paul first fulfilled his intention of re- 
turning to Lesser Asia. Now the first 
epistle of Paul to Timothy and the 


their mode of expression, and the pe- 
culiar references to ecclesiastical re- 
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lations, connect themselves so closely 
with the second epistle to Timothy, and 
exhibit so many marks of the later 
apostolic age, that it appears reason- 
able to assign both these epistles to this 
period. 

“Paul therefore executed his inten- 
tion of going into Lesser Asia, and found 
such disturbances in the churches there, 
arising from the influence of the un- 
evangelical tendency we have noticed, 
that he held it to be absolutely necessary 
to remain longer in those parts. He 
left Ephesus for reasons unknown to us, 
to visit the churches of Macedonia, but 
soon returned thither, and in the mean- 
while left Timothy behind for the special 
purpose of counterworking these false 
teachers, which he considered an object 
of the first importance; to this he 
added a subordinate concern, the new 
organization of the church at Ephesus, 
and perhaps also the superintendence of 
some others in the neighbourhood, which 
had since been formed. 

“Tf we regard the geographical posi- 
tion of the places, it agrees very well 
with Paul’s residence in Lesser Asia, and 
his travelling thence to Macedonia, that 
at this time he visited the island of 
Crete, and there left behind his disciple 
Titus, to whom he addressed an epistle. 

“When Paul wrote this letter to 
Titus he had the prospect of spending 
the wiriter at Nicopolis, where he wished 
Titus to join him. As there were so 
many cities in different parts which 
having been built on the occasion of 
some victory were called Nicopolis, and 
we have no exact information respecting 
the travels of the apostle in this last 
period of his ministry, and the exact 
dates are wanting, we cannot determine 
what city is here intended, whether we 
are to look for it in Cilicia, Macedonia, 
Thrace, or Epirus. We might suppose 
that the city built in the last named 
country by Augustustocommemorate the 


| 


EARLY ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


sea-fight at Actium was intended ; but 
at all events, it appears from the plan of 
his journey indicated in the second 
epistle to Timothy, that Paul was come 
from Lesser Asia into the West, and that 
he had probably taken farewell of his 
beloved Timothy at Ephesus. 

“ As soon as he had returned to the 
West, he fulfilled his purpose of pub- 
lishing the gospel in Spain. But there 
he was soon seized and sent as a prisoner 
to Rome. After he had been in con- 
finement a long time, and had been sub- 
jected to one judicial examination, he 
wrote his last epistle to Timothy, whom 
(as we have just said) he probably had 
left behind at Ephesus. His situation at 


| this time was evidently very different 


from that in which he found himself 
during his first confinement after his 
examination. It was then universally 
allowed that he was a prisoner not on 
account of any moral or political offence, 
but only for publishing the gospel, and 
his example gave many courage boldly 
to confess their faith. But now he ap- 
peared in his fetters, as an ‘ evil-doer,’ 
ii. 9, for all Christians in Rome were con- 
sidered as maleficit. Only a few had the 
courage openly to show themselves as his 
friends and companions in the faith. 
Then he was in a state of uncertainty 
between the expectation of martyrdom 
and of release, though the latter was 
more probable. Vow, on the contrary, 
he looked forward to martyrdom as the 
more probable event. 

“We cannot determine with certainty 
the year in which Paul’s martyrdom oc- 
curred. We can only place it in one of 
the last of Nero’s reign.”’* 

It was A.D. 68, on the eleventh day of 
June, that Nero, after being condemned 
by the senate as a public enemy, filled 
all Rome with joy by becoming his own 
executioner. 


ee 
* History of the Planting and Training, vol. i. 
book iii. chap x. 
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A SERMON DELIVERED AT MAZE POND, OCTOBER 30, 1796, BY THE LATE 
REV. ABRAHAM BOOTH. 


“ Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.”—1 Joun iii, 1. 


Tuat there is in that system of divine 
truth which is contained in the scrip- 
ture a variety of arguments which at 
once impress the conscience and interest 
the heart, none can doubt who have any 
tolerable acquaintance with it. That 
the apostles and primitive disciples of 
our Lord Jesus Christ felt their con- 
sciences relieved by what the gospel 
says concerning Jesus, and that they 
found their heart very deeply interested 
in what the same gospel testifies con- 
cerning the glorious God and his way 
of saving sinners, are things extremely 
plain to every one who reads the im- 
mortal writings of those apostles. The 
passage which is now before us is 
manifestly the language of one whose 
heart was engaged in the Christian 
cause, whose heart was delighted with 
Christian truth, whose heart rejoiced 
in Christian privileges, and who was 
filled with the expectation of immortal 
felicity in the presence and enjoyment 
of Christ. Oh, that each of us were so 
acquainted with evangelical truth, so 
possessed of the blessings of grace, and 
so influenced by what we know and 
what we enjoy, as to have our hearts 
turned towards God and towards the 
heavenly state, as the heart of the 
penman of these words was. 

In making a few remarks on the 
leading ideas of this text, I would take 
notice first of the blessing, the great 
blessing of which the apostle speaks, 
and of which he speaks with a degree of 
rapture; the blessing to which I refer is 
expressed in these words, “That we 
should be called the sons of God,”—the 
children of God, so it is literally. The 
apostle saw something in the character 

VOL, XI.—FOURTH SERIES. 


of a child of God which was delightful, 
which was to him matter of great joy, in- 
asmuch as he had the happiness to know 
that he was of the number—a child of 
God. In the writings of the apostle 
John, in this epistle and in this chapter, 
a child of God and a child of the devil 
are the two general denominations under 
which mankind are classed. All. by 
nature are the children of wrath, so the 
apostle teaches in the second of Ephe- 
sians, and being prone to serve Satan, to 
perform his will, to obey his commands, 
to promote his interest, they are with 
great propriety, according to the ancient 
Jewish way of speaking, denominated 
his children. Such is the situation in 
which mankind universally lie considered 
as in the fall, as in an apostate state. 
Of these things you haye all of you 
doubtless often heard; of this awful 
fact that mankind have universally apos- 
tatized from God, that they are without 
one exception guilty before God, and 
that they all without exception deserve 
condemnation and ruin. But whether 
the truth, whether the awful fact as 
stated by the divine word has ever 
affected your conscience, has ever 
awakened apprehensions or_ stirred up 
desires to flee from the wrath to come, 
is another question, for persons may hear 
the doctrine of human apostacy a thou- 
sand times, and yield a cool assent to it, 
without having their consciences pene- 
trated with the awful truth, without 
having much concern excited in their 
minds about escaping final ruin. Now, 
it is of such characters, naturally 
apostates from God and disobedient to 
him, that the apostle speaks when he 


tells us of persons whe were constituted 
o 
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or who were called and made the children 
of God. God in his eternal counsels pre- 
destinated some of those to the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ. It is out 
of the ruins of the fall, it is out of the 
human mass sunk in wretchedness and 
deserving of ruin that God selected in 
his own eternal mind a number to be 
his children, to bear his image, to enjoy 
his favour, and to be co-heirs of an ever- 
lasting inheritance. The apostle, as I 
have just hinted, when writing to the 
Ephesians, speaks of men being pre- 
destinated to the adoption, children by 
Jesus Christ. There he has reference to 
God’s own eternal purpose, referred to 
in the words of our text, but if I mis- 
take not, the apostle here has in view 
his own regeneration as consequent upon 
that eternal purpose, that we should be 
called the children of God. The apostle 
himself was a believer, a real disciple 
of Jesus Christ, born of God, who had 


passed from death unto life, and he | 


speaks of others along with himself, as 
coming within the same description. 
He speaks not .of himself as having 
any prerogative in point of being a 
child of God above others whom he 
mentions as being participants with 
him, sons of God. The New Testament 
teaches us that God, when he enlightens 
the mind, impresses the conscience and 
renews the heart, or in other words, 
begets such to a lively hope ; he does it 
by means of evangelical truth revealing 
Christ’s death and Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead, and his intercession. 
Peter speaks of being “born again, not of 
corruptible, but of incorruptible seed.” 
So the apostle James and other apostles. 
Such then is the blessing, the blessing 
of adoption attended with regeneration. 
Regeneration gives the nature of chil- 
dren, the disposition of children ; 
adoption makes no alteration simply 
considered in the heart, in the temper 
of the soul, but it ascertains regenera- 
tion in’ due season ; with this privilege 
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the apostle was acquainted, in the en- 
joyment of it he rejoiced. 

Now, my brethren, whether it be 
thought of with that attention and 
regard which become it or not, it is of 
the highest importance that we all of 
us be the children of God. We cannot 
enter the heavenly state, we cannot 
enjoy the blessedness of that world 
where holiness and happiness are perfect 
and perpetual, unless we are children 
of God. It is evident to every one that 
knows the nature of heaven, and of the 
felicities of that state, that no one under 
the character of a child of Satan, a sery- 
ant of sin, can ever participate in 
them, and it is equally plain from scrip- 
ture that no one can enjoy that celestial 
happiness unless he be made an heir of 
it through Jesus Christ. Consider then 
how it is with you, whether you are a 
child of God, an heir of heaven, 
whether you have a filial regard for 
God, whether you treat him as a Father, 
as a Friend as well as a Sovereign. Oh, 
how great the change from that state 
which is natural to us, into that of 
which we are now speaking. 

But I proceed to take notice of a 
second idea, and that is, the source of 
this privilege, this blessing, this exalted 
honour ; whence does it proceed? The 
apostle informs us in our text that it 
proceeds from love—from the love of 
the eternal Father. It is very remark- 
able, my brethren, that the apostle 
should speak of the Father loving such 
wretched creatures as mankind all of 
them are. His love must as it is here 
represented be of a nature peculiar to 
itself{—to be a child of God, to be in- 
terested inthe blessings connected with 
such a character and such a state are 
great things indeed, and it must neces- 
sarily follow that this proceeds not from 
human desert but divine favour ; not 
from human performances and their 
worth, but from divine love and its - 
wonderful efficacy. The Father hath 
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loved us, says the apostle ; he speaks of] manner of love the Father hath be- 
himself, and he speaks of others as| stowed upon upon us.” 
equally partaking with him in that My brethren, the apostle teaches by 
divine love, and he speaks of it as we] this kind of language, that those who 
shall see by and by more particularly, | are born of God, those who are Chris- 
in strains of gratitude and joy. It is| tians indeed, have their hearts more or 
natural for persons when they become | less engaged from time to time in medi- 
awakened to a sense of sin and of danger | tating on the richness, freeness, and 
by sin, to think that as it is their tres-| glory of that love by which they have 
pass which has offended God, so their] any hope, by which they have any 
duties must please him, must obtain his | holiness, by which they have any spi- 
favour, must excite on the one part his | ritual joy, by which they are what they 
mercy to pardon past offences, and on] are as Christians. Let not any of you 
the other his love to make them happy. | imagine that you have tasted of the 
But natural as such ways of thinking | grace of God, if you do not sometimes 
are to mankind, to the generality of | admire that grace as manifested to 
those called Christians, the New Testa-| yourself. Let none of you think that 
ment teaches us a different kind of doc- | you are the followers of Jesus Christ in 
‘trine. The New Testament teaches us| earnest, if you have not hearts to ad- 
that it is love, that it is divine love, | mire the displays of the Father’s love 
that it is eternal love whence all spi-|in Christ. It is not the assenting to 
ritual blessings flow in the channel of a | the doctrine of divine love as true, that 
Mediator. | is a proof that you area child of God, 
But the word “bestowed” must in| if in your secret meditation, in your 
this connexion by no means be over-| solemn and secret prayer, and when 
looked: “What manner of love the! you are in your closets reading your 
Father hath bestowed upon us,”—* what | bibles, you do not sometimes admire the 
manner of love.” The singular nature | love of God which has given you hope. 
of this love, in its unparalleled qualities | If you do not sometimes admire the ~ 
and its infinite extent, seems to be de-| riches of the Father’s love to such a 
noted by the phrase “what manner of | wretched creature as you are, it does 
love ;” and the freeness of it, its ab- | not seem as if you followed the apostle’s 
solute freeness is denoted by the word | path, or had a taste of the same grace ; 
“bestowed.” It is not often that we | for the apostle does not mention it as 
hear people speak of bestowing their | the peculiar privilege of an apostle, but 
love ; it is an uncommon way of speak- | as the privilege of others who are born 
ing, but the apostle is speaking of an | of God, “What manner of love the 
uncommon love; he is speaking of the | Father hath bestowed on us.” 
glorious, the ever blessed God, and the But I proceed to a third idea, and 
manifestations of his own gracious will | that is, what is included in the word, 
respecting the happiness of sinners, the “Behold.” “Behold,” says the apostle, 
indications of his own gracious will re- | “what manner of love the ‘Father se 
specting the rendering holy and blissful bestowed on us.” Now, this term be: 
to eternity those who deserve condemn- hold,” in this connection is to be con- 
ation for ever. If his love is such, it | sidered first as a note of asseveration; as 
must be love bestowed, not deserved ;| pointing out the certainty of the fact. 
it must be love bestowed, freely granted | It may be considered in the next place 
without any means exterior of himself. } asa note 0 admiration, OF 38 Ferree 
Well may we exclaim, “ Behold what | the surprise, the delightful surprise of 
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the apostle’s mind; and who can con- 
template the riches of the divine favour 
in redemption by Jesus Christ, in 
adoption into the heavenly family, in re- 
generation bythe HolySpirit, who can con- 
template the Father’s love as thus mani- 
fested, without a degree of holy surprise, 
and especially when he has an undoubt- 
ing persuasion of his own interest in 
that love? It may be considered further 
as denoting a disposition in the Chris- 
tian’s heart to converse about this love, 
to speak of it to his fellow Christians, 
that their hearts may be warmed by the 
consideration of it ; that their passions 
may be raised in gratitude and joy to 
God for such discoveries of his glory, 
for such manifestations of his eternal 
favour. And are not all these particulars 
natural? Do they not seem to follow 
naturally from the source here pointed 
out? Can we consider ourselves as 
having been made partakers of sove- 
. reign grace, as having had the love of 
God at all shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, if we hardly ever in 
secret, hardly ever when in conversation 
with Christian brethren say anything 
about it? Surely not. “Behold what 
manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon. us, that we should be 
called the sons of God.” Oh, my bre- 
thren, that there were a disposition in 
each of our hearts so to admire divine 
love as to speak of it as the apostle 
teaches us in this passage. 

The apostle informs us that notwith- 
standing the honourable and the happy 
state in which the children of God are 
they do not stand fair with the world— 
that they are not favourites of the 
world ; that they have nothing of which 
to boast with regard to that honour 
they receive from men, or the com- 
placency with which they are treated by 
their carnal acquaintance ; for thus he 
speaks, “Therefore the world knoweth 
us not, because it knew him not.” “The 
world.” This term, as here used and 
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in many.other parts of the New Testa- 
ment, is to be understood as denoting 
ignorant and ungodly persons. “The 
world,” says our Lord, “will love its 
own.” He there uses the term in the 
same sense. Now, the term “the 
world” when used in this sense stands in 
direct opposition tothe term “church,’’ to 
the terms “believers,” “Christians,” “dis- 
ciples,” “children of God,” and so on, all 
which titles are used in the New Testa- 
ment. The New Testament writers 
point out a direct opposition between the 
world and the church, between the 
world and saints, between the world and 
real Christians. Now, says the apostle, 
the world, the ungodly, the ignorant, 
the carnal know not the Lord, therefore, 
says he, “they know not us ;” therefore, 
that is because we are the sons of God. 
The character we bear, the state in 
which we are is such that the ungodly 
do not know us. 
The term knowledge in this place 
may be understood in two different 
senses. First it may be understood as 
referring to their not knowing their 
character ; barely that they are igno- 
rant of the true character and spiritual 
state of the disciples of Jesus Christ, 
and this doubtless is a truth. Those 
who are themselves in a state of spi- 
ritual darkness, whose minds are en- 
veloped with pernicious error, whose 
hearts are full of prejudices against the 
truth, against the doctrine of divine 
grace, and against the true character of 
Jesus Christ, it is no wonder that they 
cannot form any correct notions of the 
new character and the new state of the 
saints of God. They know us not—they 
do not know anything about us. But 
I rather think that the term knowledge, 
or the want of knowledge here is to be 
understood of their dissatisfaction—the 
want of approbation. So the term 
knowledge is repeatedly used in the 
New Testament. Our Lord tells us 
that he will say to some at the last day, 
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“Depart from me, I never knew you.” | “wherefore the world knoweth us not, 


The term “knew” in that place must be 
understood not of his having no per- 
ception of their persons, their character, 
and their state, but of his having no 
approbation of them, no delight in 
them. So here, “ Therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him 
not.” Carnal and ungodly men, the 
apostle informs us, are disaffected to 
the children of God, because they are 
the children of God, because of the 
fruits of their sonship in their course 
of temper and in their course of con- 
duct. If it were possible for a sinner 
to be'born of God to the enjoyment of 
the honour and the happiness of a 
child of God, and still live as the un- 
godly do, the ungodly would know them, 
would approve of them, would love 
them. The world loves its own, but in 
proportion as a child of God bears the 
image of Christ, performs the will of 
Christ, lives in a state of subjection to 
Christ, seeks to promote the interest of 
Christ, and so on, the world knows him 
not, has no approbation of his conduct, 
of the course of his behaviour, but on 
the contrary, has a disaffection and a 
secret enmity. “The world knoweth 
us not, because it knew him not.” It 
is of the Lord Jesus Christ that the 
apostle here speaks: “knew him not.” 
“Tf you were of the world, the world 
would love its own, but because I have 
chosen you out of the world therefore 
the world hates you: marvel not if the 
world hate you, it hated me before it 
hated you.” If they call the Master 
of the house Beelzebub, much more will 
they call them of his household by the 
same infamous name. Such was the 
language of Jesus Christ; the world 
did not know him, did not approve of 
his claims, his doctrine, his conduct ; 
the world was set against him, and at 
last the world brought him to the cross. 
My brethren, I very seldom think se- 
riously on such a passage as this, 


because it knew him not,” without 
standing convicted before God. If I 
had more of the image of Christ, if I 
had more heavenly-mindedness, if I 
had more zeal for God, if I were more 
crucified to the world, if I had less re- 
gard to visible objects, less attachment 
to those things which are to be enjoyed 
here of an earthly kind, I should know 
more fully by experience than I do, 
probably, the meaning of this passage ; 
I should be much more despised, much 
more hated by carnal and ungodly men 
than I have ever yet been. Oh, that 
we may be ambitious of bearing the 
image of Christ to such a degree as that 
we may be more and more distasteful to 
the world. Assuredly, he who drinks 
deepest into the spirit of the gospel, 
who has most of the power of the 
truth dwelling in his heart, who has 
most of heavenly-mindedness, who is 
most conversant with celestial objects, 
and most zealous to promote the Divine 
Redeemer’s cause, has no reason to fear 
what any exercise of enmity from the 
world, or any opposition from the 
world may attempt against him. Had 
we but a sense of the divine favour, a 
prospect of the divine glory, had we but 
that crucifixion to the world and the 
world to us, of which the New Testa- 
ment speaks, we should have abundantly 
more happiness, and we should probably 
be abundantly more useful. May the 
Lord help us to be what we aim at. 

Let me address a word to those who 
have never been conversant with these 
things, who have never considered them 
with reference to their own souls. My 
dear friends, are you thinking of being 
Christians and at the same time of en- 
joying the friendship of carnal and un- 
godly men to as great a degree as if 
you had never named the name of 
Christ in an evangelical way? ‘Take 
care lest any of you deceive yourselves, 
for Christ is the same that he ever was, 
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the world is the same, and Christianity 
is the same. If we had an equal degree 
of holiness and conformity to Christ, 
and of zeal for Christ that the apostle 
John had, we should have, I am per- 
suaded, more opposition from the world. 

To conclude. As it is apparent that 
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there is true solid happiness to be en- 
joyed in an acquaintance with Christ, in 
an experience of his love, and in the 
hope of his glory, let us all seek to be 
proficients in that acquaintance, and to 
glorify the Lord Jesus Christ with our 
bodies and spirits, which are his. Amen. 


ON DIVINE ORDINATION. 


BY THE REY. JOHN ROBERTSON, M.A. 


In contemplating this very grave and 
serious subject, we make this remark, 
that many causes may be at work to 
produce a single result. The death of 
Christ was a result or an effect. What 
were the causes? Among the causes 
which led to the death of Christ we may 
enumerate the following. The appoint- 
ment of Jehovah, the love and justice 
of God, the love of Christ for sinners, 
our state as sinners, the covetousness of 
Judas, the envy and hatred of the 
rulers, the worldly policy of Pilate, the 
fickleness and wickedness of the people. 
An individual is in a state of grace, and 
how do you account for this? We 
reply that the individual has believed 
in Christ, has repented of sin, and turned 
to the Lord. A sermon, a tract, the 
conversation of a friend, an affliction, 
-may have awakened him, and made him 
an anxious inquirer ; the Spirit taking 
of the things of God; and last, God’s 
ordination, for “as many as were or- 
dained to eternal life believed.” Hence 
it may be said that a man is in a state of 
grace, in consequence of his faith and 
repentance, and the agency of the Spirit, 
and it may also be affirmed that he is in 


that state im consequence of God’s 


election or ordination. He would have 
never been in that state unless he had 
believed and repented, and he would 
never have been in that condition had 
he not been an elect vessel. While an 


Arminian maintains that an individual 
is saved as the result of certain causes, 
a Calvinist frankly admits with the Ar- 
minian the influence of those causes, but 
affirms that there is another cause 
which the Arminian does not recognise, 
—election. Volitions or acts of will are 
in my opinion the effects of motives, 
generic volitions, instinct and the tempe- 
raments of the body. To explain a 
generic volition. At fifteen years of age 
I resolve to study medicine, and this 
generic volition produces thousands of 
specific volitions. I study anatomy, 
physiology, &c. In course of time Z pass, 
and then I becomea regular practitioner; 
I mix and compound medicines, I visit 
the sick, and am constantly engaged in 
ali the duties of a surgeon. And all 
those actions and all those acts of will 
have originated from a generic volition, 
formed by my mind when fifteen years 
of age. Iam disposed to view election 
as a generic cause, and faith and repent- 
ance as specific causes, originating from 
the great generic one of God’s ordina- 
tion. Or we maysay, that causes are 
either occasional or efficient. The salt 
I put into my mouth is an efficient 
cause, producing the sensation of a 
saltish taste; the hand and spoon which 
raise the salt to my mouth are occasional 
causes, without which or similar occa- 
sional causes I could have never felt 
the taste of salt. In accordance with 
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this distinction let us view ordination 
and the influences of the Spirit as effi- 
cient causes, and faith and repentance 
“as occasional or instrumental causes. 
All believe that God ordains in crea- 
tion. He says, Let there be light, and 
light exists ; let there be a sun, a moon, 
and stars, and these luminaries do in- 
stantly appear ; let man be created, and 
Adam is formed from the dust of the 
ground, in the image of his Maker. 
Readily do all allow, that in creation 
God’s power cannot be limited, doing 
according to his will, and that he con- 
trols the winds and the storms, and the 
tumults of the sea, saying, let thy proud 
waves be stayed. In the history of pro- 
vidence and also in prophecy, we cannot 
but notice many evidences of a divine 
arrangement and ordination. Joseph is 
the second man in Egypt: what causes 
have led to his elevation? We might 
answer the partiality of his father 
towards him, the envy of his brethren, 
the Ishmaelites, Potiphar’s dreams, the 
butler, Pharaoh’sdreams. Other causes 
might also be assigned. But Joseph, 
overlooking all these, addresses his 
brethren thus: “ Now therefore, be not 
grieved or angry with yourselves that ye 
sold me hither, for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. So now it 
was not you that sent me hither, but 
God.” Joseph thinks only of the generic 
cause. Reference might also be made 
to Job, to the sons of Eli, to Jeroboam, 
and Ahijah of Shiloh, and to Ahab, as 
illustrations. But if it be true that 
_ Joseph’s being in Egypt was entirely of 
God, then the envy of Joseph’s brethren 
was no sin, and their selling him no 
crime. These were sins, and the sons of 
Jacob felt that they had grievously 
sinned against their brother, notwith- 
standing all that Joseph had said about 
being sent by God. Seventeen years 
after this, when their father Jacob was 
dead, did his brethren ask that Joseph 
“might forgive their trespass.” And 
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when Peter on the day of Pentecost did 


declare that Christ suffered in conse- 


quence of being delivered up “by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God,” in the very same sentence he 
affirms that they his hearers had taken 
him, “and by wicked hands had crucified 
and slain him.” And his hearers, instead 
of sheltering themselves under a divine 
decree, and exclaiming—we are inno- 
cent, cried out, being deeply sensible of 
their sin, “Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” And what are prophecies 
but divine decrees and ordinations? 
The kings of the earth give their in- 
fluence to the beast, for God hath put in 
their hearts to fulfill his will and to 
agree, and give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of God shall be 
fulfilled. And while God decrees and 
ordains, man is responsible; he is re- 
garded as such, and he is conscious of 
his responsibility. The command of 
God, “Go and preach the gospel to 
every creature,” and the decree of God 
respecting a millennium, or the complete 
stibjection of the world to Christ for a 
thousand years, have established all our 
bible and missionary societies. The 
decree of God, instead of rendering us 
indolent, is actually a means of ren- 
dering us active and diligent in extend~ 
ing the glory of his name. 

In the cases of Jeremiah, Abraham, 
Jacob, Paul, and others, we have in- 
stances of that election and ordination 
which are according to grace. Speaking 
to Jeremiah, the Lord says, “Before I 
formed thee in the womb I knew thee, 
and before thou wast born I set thee 
apart for me.” And in regard to Paul 
it is said of him, “ The God of thy fathers 
hath chosen thee, that thou shouldst 
know his will and hear his voice.” “Ac- 
cording as he hath chosen usin him, that 
we should be holy and without blame 
before him in love.” Election is here 
recognised as the fountain of holiness, 
not the effect, but the cause of holiness, 
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“Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit.” If 
God had not chosen us who are believers, 
we would have never chosen God. As 
we love him because he first loved us, 
so we choose him because he hath first 
chosen us. 

On this important subject much more 
might be said; but I conclude by 
quoting a few sentences from a sermon 
of the late Dr. Chalmers, on the doctrine 
of predestination. (Chalmers’ Works, 
vol. ix. page 151.) “And now I exhort 
you to be of good cheer : for there shall 
be no loss of any man’s life among you, 
but of the ship. . . Paul said to the cen- 
turion and to the soldiers, except these 
abide in the ship ye cannot be saved, 
Acts xxvii. 22, 81. In the 22nd verse, 
Paul announces in absolute terms that 
all the men of the ship were to be saved. 
It was the absolute purpose of God, and 
no obstacle whatever could prevent its 
accomplishment. Compare this with 
what we have in the 3lst verse. By 
this time the sailors had given up all 
hope of the safety of the vessel: they 
had toiled as they thought in vain ; and 
in despair of doing any good, they 
ceased from working the ship, and re- 
solved to abandon her. Upon this, Paul 
told the centurion, that unless these 
men should abide in the ship, they 
would not be saved. And the centurion 
ordered his soldiers to cut the ropes 
which fastened the boat to the vessel, 
that the sailors, deprived of this mode 
of escape, might be forcibly detained 
amongst them: and the soldiers obeyed, 
and the sailors were kept on board, and 
rendered the full benefit of their seaman- 
ship and exertions. They did what the 
other passengers could not do; they 
lightened the ship; they took up the 
anchors ; they loosed the rudder-bands : 
they hoisted up the mainsail to the wind; 
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and the upshot of this long intermediate 
process with all its steps was, that the 
men escaped safe to land, and the decree 
of God was accomplished. Now in the 
first instance, it was true in the most 
absolute sense of the word, that these 
men were to be saved; and in the se- 
cond instance, it was no less true, that 
unless the sailors abode in the ship, they 
could not be saved. And the terms of 
this apparent contradiction admit of a 
very obvious reconciliation on the known 
truth that God worketh by instruments. 
Am I or am I not of the election of God? 
My wisdom tells me that this is not the 
business on hand. Did the centurion 
and his men fall a speculating about 
the decrees? Did they hug themselves 
in the confidence that as their safety 
was a point sure and determined upon, 
they need to take no trouble at all in 
the concern? O no! no sooner did 
Paul give the word, than they acted 
upon it. They gave themselves up with 
all the promptitude of men whose lives 
were at stake, to the business on hand. 
Do therefore betake yourselves to the 
business on hand. Let our exhortations 
to embrace the free offer of the gospel, to 
rely on Christ, to resolve against all your 
iniquities,—let this have an immediate 
and a stirring and a practical influence 
upon you. Except these things be done, 
ye cannot be saved.” “There are four 
links,” remarks Dr. C., in another work, 
“predestination, calling, justification, 
and glorification. Predestination is a 
link in the eternity that is past, and 
glorification is a link in the eternity to 
come. God hath let down to earth the 
links of calling and justification, let us 
lay hold on these two intermediate 
links in the great chain, and in 
due time we shall be drawn up to 
heaven, and have a name and a place 


among the elect angels and the glorified 
saints.” 
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ONE MORE GLANCE AT THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND 


FORTY 


“ Loox again through the glass,” said 
my guide. I looked, and saw an old 
man sitting with a huge folio on his 
knees, over which he was intently poring, 
and he appeared to be engaged in cast- 
ing up a sum of considerable length. 
The page open before him was num- 
bered 365, and beneath was a, date, 
December the 8lst, 1847. He had 
nearly accomplished his task, and only 
turned from it to look occasionally at 
the clock on the opposite wall, the 
hands of which were fast approaching 
the hour of twelve. They reached it at 
last. The clock struck with a sound 
that seemed to penetrate the depths of 
the earth beneath me; and the old 
man with a sigh closed the mysterious 
volume, and was about to rise and place 
it on its shelf among many others of a 
similar size and shape, when I observed 
with astonishment my own name on 
the cover. “Stop!” I cried with much 
emotion : “ Stop, and let me see.” 

The old man looked up, and through 
a countenance of mingled surprise and 
sorrow, I discerned the features of my 
own attendant genius. “Say,” I ex- 
. claimed, “ what means that book which 
you have just closed? and what is the 

nature of its contents ?” 

He turned the title full to my view, 
and I saw inscribed “the Records of the 
Life of ——- ——, for the year 1847.” 

“Oh suffer me!” I cried, with increasing 
earnestness, “to look within !” 

“Tt is too late,” he replied. “'The 
sight can only harass now. The whole 
goes on to the registry above, to be 
opened and read at judgment.” “ At 
judgment !” the word thrilled to my in- 
most soul. “But one glance?” I 
eagerly and earnestly rejoined, “but one 
passing glance ?” 

“Well then,” he calmly murmured : 
“Have your will,—come hither !” and 
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SEVEN. 


he replaced the volume on his knees, 
and suffered me to turn over its pages. 
I found them to contain a journal of all 
my aims and wishes, thoughts and 
feelings, words and deeds, through the 
past year. I ran my eye hastily over 
the whole. It was like the book which 
the prophet beheld in his vision: therein 
was written lamentation, and mourning, 
and woe. There was scarcely an entry 
that was not more or less dark and 
ominous. Those acts and intentions of 
which I had hoped the best, were all of 
them infected; either in the motives 
that led to them, or the feeling that 
accompanied them; or in some little 
matter that was otherwise connected 
with them, the plague-spot was still 
discoverable, tainting and poisoning the 
whole. The wonderful minuteness also 
of the details utterly overwhelmed me. 
Things that Lhad altogether overlooked or 
forgotten, vain thoughts, passing feelings, 
words, looks, hopes, fears, matters that 
I had deemed totally indifferent and un- 
important were here carefully recorded 
and commented on. “What!” I ex- 
claimed, “is it possible that the eye of 
God can take cognizance of trifles like 
these ?” 

“Trifles !” he replied, “there are no 
trifles among the concerns of man. 
Nothing can be trifling that affects the 
glory of God, or the eternal condition of 
souls ; and this is the case with every 
act and moment of man’s life. There 
is not that difference between the great 
and little events of earth — between 
the rise of an empire and the fall of a 
sparrow, in the eye of the High and Lofty 
Inhabitant of Eternity, that there is in 
that of the worm man. Men are always 
living either well or ill. They are doing 
either right or wrong through every 
moment of their being.” 

“ What then,” I replied, “shall gross 
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actual transgression bring no more 
guilt on us thana mere passing emotion 
of the heart?’ “Not quite so,” he 
rejoined, “but your views I perceive on 
this subject are very imperfect. God is 
a Spirit. He sees and hates sin wherever 
found. Above all, he abhors it in the 
heart. It is there that he desires to es- 
tablish his own dwelling-place, and 
thither that he looks for his service and 
praise. But can the Most Holy dwell 
with sin? or can he relish a tainted 
tribute 2? Words and acts are only the 
out-gushings of the spirit within ; and 
till the fountain-head is made pure, in 
vain shallwe expect purity in the streams 
that flow from it.” 

“T see then,” said I, “that on this 
supposition my case is an alarming one. 
I may indeed ery aloud, ‘My leanness ! 
My leanness! Woe is me!’ My very 
tears need to be washed; my very 
prayers to be prayed for ; my best feeling 
and doing are not merely imperfect, but 
often offensive.” 

“ven! so,” he mournfully replied : 
“all that is not done to the glory of 
God, to the good of mankind, or to the 
advancement of our own spiritual in- 
terests, is a waste of hours and talents 
which God has bestowed on us.” 

“Waste of hours! Alas!” I ex- 
claimed, “how large an item must this 
make in the account against me !” 

“Tt does,” he answered, “It does! 
look here !” and he turned to the general 
summing up of the past year : “ Look,” 
he continued, “at this squandering of 
precious hours ; of hours, the purchase 
of a Saviour’s blood; of hours wrung 
by Infinite Mercy, from the hand of 
Eternal Justice for you; of hours, for 
one of which the spirits now in prison 
would leap in their chains; of hours 
which can now never be recalled, and 
each of which has borne you on nearer 
to death, to judgment, to eternity,” 

I looked at the list. What a deso- 
lation of privileges and opportunity! A 


strong record of duty and devotion 
appeared here and there, floating like a 
wreck on the mighty tide, defaced, ah! 
how defaced! with insincerity and in- 
difference, wandering thoughts, and 
earthly motives. The world, the flesh, 
and the devil, and sin and vanity claimed 
all the rest, and awed meinto despair as 
I beheld them. “And what,” said the 
sage, “if I were to add to these the 
convictions you have stifled, the awaken- 
ings you have hushed, the warnings 
you have slighted, the persuasions you 
have rejected, the resolves you have 
broken, the trials you have been spared, 
the dangers you have escaped, the respites 
that have been begged for you again and 
again, the anxious looks that have been 
sent forth from heaven for your repent- 
ance; and the joy that would even now 
animate every bosom there, could it but 
be said, ‘ Behold, he prayeth !’ Oh, God 
is love! God is love! He waiteth to be 
gracious. The Saviour of sinners opens 
his everlasting arms, and says, ‘Come 
unto me, and find rest to your souls.’ 
His blood cleanseth from all sin; and 
happy for you, for all, if you might 
begin the entries of the coming year 
with a record of contrition and faith on 
your part, and of grace, of pardoning 
and of sustaining grace on His!” 

“Be it so!” I exclaimed, when deep 
emotion left me the power of utterance : 
“Be it even so, Lord Jesus! over the 
records of the past when brought into 
judgment, let thy name be found in- 
scribed ; and for the temptation of the 
future, let thy grace be imparted, and 
it will I know be sufficient. Here I 
would begin the year by giving myself 
to thee. Dwell in my heart by thy Holy 
Spirit, and mould me to thy will!” As 
I uttered these words in the fulness of 
my heart, strains of joy seemed to break 
forth around and above me. It was 
like the joy of angels over a repenting 
sinner, and it swelled and increased till 
nature was no longer able to bear it; 
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RETURN FROM THE GATES OF DEATH. 


and in the violence of my excitement, I 

awoke. 

__ Itwas a dream: and morning ushered 
in the coming year. 


The preceding paragraphs were printed, 
a few years ago, in a publication entitled 
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the Annual Monitor. A correspondent 
having been deeply impressed with 
them, has requested their insertion in 
this work for the benefit of its readérs. 
The only freedom that has been used 
with the article has been the alteration 
of the date. ; 


THE PROPHET THAT COULD NOT PRAY. 


- Jovan embarked ; with what feelings ? 
His commission lay upon him as guilt ! 
He longed for an auspicious gale to carry 
him to a distance, as he hoped, from the 
peculiar province of God’s dominion! 
so that he might say, “ Happily here is 
less, and less of the divine presence !” 
But what providence did he invoke? 
Would he go unprotected over seas and 
to strange lands, contented with some 
secondary and dubious providence? 
In what terms did he pray before he 
went to sleep? Like other men, when 
conscious they are going about some- 

- thing wrong, he could not pray. And 
supposing there were some one devout 
Israelite there, that did pray in his 
hearing, he could not say “Amen !” 

He slept, but it is not wise to sleep in 
guilt, How did he déserve to be awaked ? 


He shall not sleep long ; for there is a 
power that can awake the tempest! 
The God that is disobeyed on the land 
can make the sea avenge him. And 
here, again, the very first thing is a 
pointed, direct, infliction on his con- 
science—for it is a summons to pray! 
“Awake, and call upon thy God!” 
And to think that a prophet of the 
Lord should be the only one in the com- 
pany that could not, dared not, do this! 
Observe, there is no situation more 
pitiable than that of a religious man who 
has disabled himself to take the benefit 
of his religion. His associates had 
various gods; but they could all 
pray earnestly to. their objects of 
adoration. He could not; he who 
knew the real Lord of the land and 
the ocean.— Foster. 


RETURN FROM THE GATES OF DEATH. 


“Many a man is brought to the gates 
of death, and even from sudden death,” 
- says Dr, Cheever, “and yet forgets it at 
once, so soon as he is brought back again. 
How beautiful is that old ode of Mason, 
expressing a better purpose in a like 
deliverance.” 


Methought death laid his hands on me, 
And did his prisoner bind ; 

And by the sound methonght I heard 
His Master’s feet behind, 

Methought I stood upon the shore, 
And nothing could I see 

But the yast ocean with mine eyes,— 
A vast eternity ! 


Methought I heard the midnight ery, 
Behold the Bridegroom comes ! 

Methought I was called to the bar 
Where souls receive their dooms. 

The world was at an end to me, 
As if it all did burn : 

But lo! there came a voice from heaven, 
Which ordered my return. 


Lord, I returned at thy command, 
What wilt thou have me do? 

Oh, let me wholly live to Thee, 
To whom my life I owe! 

Fain would I dedicate to Thee 
The remnant of my days: 

Lord, with my life renew my heart, 
That both thy name may praise. 


20 


LAWFORD. C. M. 


(The Copyright of this Tune is the property of the Composer, Mr. Thomas Clark, 
; of Canterbury.) 


Dear re-fuge of my wea - ry soul, On thee when sor-rows rise, 


s . 
my wea-ry soul, On thee when sor-rows ise, 


= 


On thee, when waves of trou-ble oll, My faint - ing hope re - lies, 
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_|SUN RISES & SETS. FAMILY BIBLE READING. MEMORANDA, 
Se Solum | 1, cane é Clock before sun, 3 minutes 36 seconds, 
4 0 . * « + + » « | Moon’s age, 24 days. 
2|Lp| 8 8 | Psalms. Sunday School Union Lessons, 
4-1 | Eselms, 2 Samuel iv., v. 1—10, & Luke i. 1—23, 
3|M1/8 8 | Genesis i. & ii, 1—7, Moon rises, 4 h. 48 minutes, morning, 
A 2 | Luke i. 1—25, , Moon sets, 2 h. J m., afternoon, 
4 | Tu} 8 8 | Genesis ii. 8—25, iii, 1—19. | Moon rises, 5 h. 47 m., morning, 
4 3) Luke i. 26—56, Baptist Irish Committee. 
5 | W{ 8 8 | Genesis iii, 20—24, iv. 1—24. | Moon rises 6h. 42 m., morning. 
4 4 Luke i, 5780, Twilight ends, 6 h. 9 m., evening. 
6 | Th] 8 7 | Genesis v., vi. 1—8, Moon rises, 7 h. 3] m., morning. 
4 6 | Luke ii, 1—20. New moon, Oh. 8 m,, afternoon, 
7|F | 8 7 | Genesis vi. 9—22, vii, Moon rises, 8 h, 16 m., morning, 
4 7 | Luke ii. 21—39. Moon sets, 5 h. 44 m., evening. 
She S Gh. Oy. 90. Genesis viii., ix. 1—17. Clock before sun, 6 minutes, 47 seconds. 
4 8/| Luke ii. 40—52, Moon sets, 6 h, 55 minutes, evening, 
9} Lp| 8 6] Psalms, Sunday School Union Lessons, 
4 9] Psalms. 2 Samuel vi., & Luke i. 57—80. 
10 | M/|8 6} Genesis xi. 1—26, Job i. Moon rises, 9 h, 58 m. morning. 
410 | Luke iii. 1—20, Moon sets, 9 h. 24 m., evening, 
Il | Tu] 8 5 | Job ii,, iti, Fraternal meetingof the Board at MoorgateSt. 
411 | Luke iii. 21—38. Moon sets, 10 h. 40 m., evening. 
12} W! 8 4] Jobiv., v. Quarterly meeting of Bap. Mission Com. 
4 13 | Luke iv. 1—32, Moon sets, 11 h. 56 m., evening. 
Tai 7Dh|) 8 3: | Jobivi., vii. Moon’s first quarter, 11 h. 47 m., morning. 
4 14 | Luke iv. 33—44. v. I—11. Moon rises, 11 h, 21 m., morning, 
14| F | 8 2 | Job viii. Moon sets, 0h. 30 m., morning. 
4 16 | Luke v. 12—39. Proprietors of Baptist Magazine meet. 
eS cS 2 | JOD Ix., X. Moon sets; 1 h. 11 m., morning, 
4 18 | Luke vi. 1—19. Clock before sun, 9 minutes 33 seconds. 
16 | Lp} 8 1] Psalms. Sunday School Union Lessons, 
4 19 | Psalms. 2 Samuel vii., & Luke ii. 1—24, 
17;M {8 0O| Job xi. Moon sets, 4 h. 45 m., morning. 
4 21 | Luke vi. 20—49. Moon rises, 2h, 1 m., afternoon, 
18 | Tu} 7 59 | Job xii., xiii, 1—16. Moon sets, 5 h, 44 m,, morning. 
4 22 | Luke vii, 1—23. Baptist Home Mission Committee. 
19 | W| 7 58 | Job xiii. 17—28, xiv. London Baptist Association, New Park St. 
4 24 |) Luke vii. 24—50, Moon sets, 6 h. 88 m., morning, ~ 
20 | Th} 7 57 | Job xv. Moon sets, 7 h. 22 m., morning. 
4 25 | Luke viii. 1—21. Full moon, 0h. 5 m., afternoon, 
21] F | 7 56 | Job xvi., xvii. Moon sets, 7 h, 58 m., morning. 
4 27 | Luke viii. 22—40., Moon rises, 6 h, 5 m. evening, 
2S. Wd D0s| JOD XVIII.5 XIX. Clock before sun, 11 minutes, 46 seconds, 
4 29 | Luke viii, 41—56, ix. 1—6. Moon rises, 7h. 15 m.,, evening. ; 
23 | Lp| 7 54 | Psalms. Sunday School Union Lessons, 
4 31 | Psalms. 2 Samuel ix, & Luke ii, 25—52, 
24 | M | 7 53 | Job xx. Moon sets, 9h, 21 m. morning, 
4 33 | Luke ix. 7—27, Moon rises, 9 h. 23 m1, evening, 
25 | Tul 7 51 | Job xxi. Moon sets, 9 h. 44 m. morning. 
4 35 | Luke ix, 28—45. Moon rises, 10 h. 28 m. evening. 
26 | W | 7 50 | Job xx. Moon sets, 10h. 4 m., morning. 
4 37 | Luke ix. 46—62, Moon rises, 11 h. 31 m. night. 
27 | Th] 7 48 | Job xxiii, xxiv. 1806, Abraham Booth died, «xt, 72. 
4 39 | Luke x. 1—24. Moon rises at midnight. . 
98 | F | 7 47 | Job xxv., xxvi., xxvil, Moon’s last quarter, ]] h, 59 m., morning, 
4 40 | ‘Luke x. 25—42. Clock before sun, 13 minutes, 9 seconds, 
29 |S | 7 45 | Job xxviii. Moon rises, ] h. 32 m, morning, 
41 | Luke xi, 1—28. 1820, George III, died, aged 82, 
80 | Lp Psalms. Sunday School Union Lessons, 
Psalms, 2 Saninel xii, 123, & Luke iv, 16—44, 
31|M Job xxix., XXX, Moon rises, 3 h, 33 m., morning, 
Luke xi, 29—54, Moon sets, 0 h, 39 m., afternoon, 


REVIEWS. 


The Holy Spirit: his Personality, Divinity, 
Office, and Agency, in the Regeneration 
and Sanctification of Man, By D. Dewar, 
D.D., LL.D., Principal of Marischal 
College and University, Aberdeen, and 
Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the 
said University. Ward and Co. Pp. 
ly., 332. 


Ar a time when the doctrines of 
scripture respecting the Holy Spirit 
and his work are impugned very va- 
viously, and with growing zeal, it is 
pleasant to meet a man in the field girt 
with the panoply of God, and valiant 
for his truth. We would indeed that 
all the Lord’s people were prophets, that 
every prophet were a man of candour, 
and that with candour were always 
united zeal; that he “that is feeble 
among them were as David, and the 
house of David as God.” We would 
not however forget, that in a field of 
action so varied as this world, there is 
room for the exercise of talents equally 
diversified, and that in their appropriate 
sphere, moderate abilities may yield 
good service, while minds of the highest 
order, consecrated by ardent piety, will 
find in divine truth, objects of interest 
and grandeur, more than commensurate 
with their most fervid action. 

It was with feelings of pleasure that 
our eye fell upon the table of contents 
prefixed to the volume before us, and 
now that we have risen from a perusal 
of the work, we entertain the convic- 
tion that its appearance is well-timed, 
and that it is adapted to render service 
in the cause of truth. We must, how- 
ever, allow the professor to state in 
his own words his object in this work, 
and the mode of its prosecution, 


“ The two main objections to the [doctrine of 
the] inward and special operations of the Holy 


Spirit, which have been urged in former ages 
as well as in the present are, first, that it is 
incompatible with the exercise of reason and 
free agency; and secondly, that it tends to 
foster fanaticism and delusion. These and 
other objections I have obviated, I trust, in the 
following pages. At the same time I have 
studiously avoided giving to these pages a con- 
troversial aspect. I have done so for two 
reasons, first, because I conceive that in or- 
dinary cases, a full and faithful statement of 
divine truth is the most effectual way of 
meeting error ; and secondly, because it appears 
to me that truth is more likely to be received, 
when it is presented free from the controversial 
spirit, and in the practical form in which it is 
stated in divine revelation.”—Preface, p. iv. 


It is due to the author to observe that 
though he speaks of the eager promul- 
gation of semi-Pelagianism as rendering 
it incumbent to contribute according to 
ability to maintain the truth, he no less 
earnestly directs his efforts against the 
opposite class of errors, which, by re- 
ducing man to a passive machine, re- 
moves all ground of accountability. 

The obligation of man cordially to 
embrace the gospel forms the principal 
subject of the second chapter of the 
second book, which by some singular 
mischance our author has entitled 
“Effectual Calling,” on which topic we 
find nothing there, It however springs 
up afterwards in the fourth chapter of 
the same book under the name of “ Re- 
generation,” reminding us of epitaphs 
we sometimes see, “ Near this stone 
lies,” &c. The argument on that which 
really forms the subject of the chapter 
is put we think with conclusiveness 
under the six following heads :— 

“First, every rational and accountable 
creature is bound to give implicit credit to the 
testimony of God. Secondly, compliance with 
the call of the gospel is an act of obedience 
which the declared will of God demands. 
Thirdly, there is nothing im the obedience which 
these commands require, but what accords with 
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the dictates of reason and wisdom. Fourthly, 
the required obedience of the gospel is what 
God may justly demand from mankind as 
rational and accountable creatures; because 
there is nothing in it but what such beings, if 
they are truly willing, may perform. Fifthly, 
that disobedience to the call of the gospel is 
represented in scripture as originating in de- 
pravity, and asa crime of the most aggravated 
nature. Sixthly, non-compliance with the 
call of the gospel is represented as a crime which 
deserves, and which will meet with the most 
awful punishment.” 

It is hoped that these arguments will 
prove sufficient to lead out of the laby- 
rinths of doubt any candid minds which 
still linger in those uncomfortable re- 
gions. Though we confess that the 
arrangement which Dr. Dewar has made 
of the above particulars almost cost us 
our equanimity. For example, we are 
told in the third particular that the 
commands require nothing but what 
accords with reason and wisdom. But 
this we suppose to be fully involved in 
the second argument, that the declared 
will of God demands the obedience 
referred to, unless indeed he could 
require that which does not accord 
with reason and wisdom. Again, the 
fourth particular, which states that 
nothing is required which we, if truly 
willing, cannot perform, is contained in 
the third. For how could commands be 
either reasonable or wise, imposed on 
persons who, if willing, could not per- 
form them ? 

On the subject of the first part of his 
work, “The Personality and Deity of 
the Holy Spirit,” &c. the doctor enter- 
tains what is generally known under the 
name of orthodoxy, but approaches the 
discussion of these points with appa- 
rently a very becoming sense of the pro- 
found nature of the mystery which 

attaches to the distinction existing in 
the Godhead, and what has been called 
the order and mode of the divine sub- 
‘sistences in the Deity. On this latter 
point he offers to his readers but little, 
and that with great diffidence, adducing 


23 


not John xv. 26, so generally appealed. 
to, but the designations, the “ Spirit of 
the Father,” and “the Spirit of Christ,” 
by which appellations our author sup- 
poses to be indicated the order of the 
subsistences in the Godhead. 

This first part of the work closes with 
a chapter on the author and unscriptural 
character of Pelagianism, which is de- 
signed as introductory to the second. 
book, the subject of which is, “The 
work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration.” 
The character of Pelagius is drawn with 
candour, and his views traced to the: 
immorality of the clergy, and other cir- 
cumstances of the times in which he 
lived, which operating on a mind subtle 
without comprehensiveness, free from 
disgusting vices, yet without true sanc- 
tity, and superficial yet active, awakened 
a zeal, in some measure commendable, to 
correct prevailing abuses. His aim was 
good ; we would that it had been higher, 
and that his mind, penetrated by a more 
divine theology, had accomplished results, 
worthy the amiability of his disposition 
and his untiring zeal. 

On the other hand, the tenets of 
Augustine are represented as having 
had their entrance into his mind pre- 
pared by a profound religious experience, 
which fortified it for ever against the 
plausibilities of his active antagonist, 
and enabled him with entire decision to 
contend for the great doctrine of divine 
agency in moulding anew the debased 
spirit of fallen man. This part of the 
work will be read with interest. 

The doctrine of regeneration variously 
considered, occupies almost the whole of 
the second book. We have always 
regarded the evidences of regene- 
ration as a deeply interesting and im- 
portant topic, and confess ourselves to 
have been often pained to hear it dis- 
cussed in a very careless and superficial 
manner, to the injury of humble in- 
quirers who have been needlessly dis- 
couraged, nor less to the detriment of 
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others, by promoting a blind self-con- 
fidence, as though presumption were 
faith, and an anxious thought a sug- 
gestion of the devil. On this subject 
the reader may find remarks of great 
practical utility ; the humble and sincere, 
however feeble in the ways of God, will 
find aid; whilst the insincere may 
trace the emptiness of his own hopes 
and the worthlessness of his supposed 
virtues. 

The length of the annexed quotation 
will, we are quite sure, not offend our 
readers. 


“ Another evidence of a regenerate state is, 
a deep solicitude to obtain peace and joy only 
in God’s appointed way, in contradistinction to 
an eager grasping at comfort as the chicf and 
ultimate object of desire. Persons who are 
subjects of mere natural repentance, who are 
alarmed by a view of the consequences of their 
sins, desire above all things comfort, that is, 
relief from their present painful apprehensions, 
by an assurance of deliverance from wrath and 
admission into heaven, 
to believe that they have attained to what they 
so fervently desire ; the promises of the gospel 
are forced to speak to them consolation; their 
wounds are healed slightly by the soothing 
voice of an adversary who has transformed him- 
self into an angel of light, and who says, 
‘ Peace, peace, when there is no peace.’ They 
are confident that their sins are pardoned, that 
they are in a justified state, that they have 
great enjoyment in religion, and that they must 
evermore guard against a doubt of their salva- 
tion.” 

.... “Real penitents, on the other hand, 
whose hearts are truly humbled, are deeply 
solicitous to obtain peace and joy only in God’s 
time and way, They are chiefly anxious con- 
cerning their own sincerity, to be delivered 
from all mistake and deception in a matter of 
infinite moment, to be divestedof a self-righteous 
and self-sufficient spirit, and to be found entirely 
relying on the sure foundation laid by the 
Redeemer’s obedience and death, They grieve 
that their abhorrence of sin is not greater, that 
they are not more successful in striving against 
it, that their humiliation is not still deeper, that 
their consciences are not more tender, and that 
they have not more of the broken and the con- 
trite heart which God will not despise. Com- 
fort is not that which they above all things else 
desire: it is to win Christ and be found in 
him ; it is to have the enmity of their hearts 


They are easily made | 


| occupying 


THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 


entirely subdued, and to be reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son; it 1s truly to 
attain the penitence and faith in the possession 
of which, the consolation of the gospel may be 
administered to them.”—Pp. 361, 362. 


The third book embraces a greater 
variety of topics than either of the 
former, and we think that, had the 
author allowed himself to dwell a little 
more at length on some of them, it 
would have enhanced the value of the 
work. We have, for instance, the 
anointing, the sealing, and the earnest 
of the Spirit dismissed in one chapter, 
less than four pages. We 
think too that Dr. Dewar has missed 
his way in supposing “that the idea of 
sealing believers by the Holy Spirit is, 
an evidencing to themselves and to the 
world that they are of God.” Without 


| assuming to dogmatize on the question, 


the persecuting world, from the Pharisaic 
Saul to the papistical crusader of modern 
times, have so generally thought them- 
selves putting to death God’s enemies, 
and doing him service, in the destruc- 
tion of his people, that we cannot enter- 


| tain the “idea” that sealing the saints 


“is an evidencing them to the world that 


_ they are of God.” 


Of the importance of the subjects 
treated on in this volume our readers 
will not entertain very dissonant senti- 
ments. We confess ourselves of opinion 
that they have not had that share of 
consideration which their vital con- 
nexion with all that is interesting and 
saving in divine truth demands; and 
we should view it as an undoubted 
earnest of good, if the pulpit and the 
press were to become more eminently 
than hitherto expositors of them. Our 
views of the excellences of Christian cha- 
racter, of the mode of cultivating them, 
of the state of mind which a recognition 
of them in our own heart should pro- 
duce, and of the privileges which Chris- 
tianity confers on her disciples, must be 
seriously affected by the apprehensions 
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we have of the Holy Spirit and his 
‘work. On this account we welcome the 
volume before us. We have passed a 
pleasant, and we hope not unprofitable 
hour in the task it has imposed on us ; 
still we feel it to be a duty that we owe 
to it and our readers, before we lay aside 
our pen, to animadvert on some few 
things which detract somewhat from the 
worth of a volume in the main truly 
excellent. 

It might be expected that ina work on 
the Holy Spirit, little would be said on 
baptism. It is, however, not imperti- 
nently introduced, and some things said 
respecting it are certainly scriptural. 
Thus Dr. Dewar remarks in his argu- 
ment to prove the doctrine of the per- 
sonality of the Holy Spirit :— 

“ We are said to be baptized into the name of 
the Holy Spirit, as wellas into the name of the 
Father and the Son. Does not this clearly 
imply, that we own the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit to be alike the object of faith and obe- 
dience?. . . whom at our very entrance into 
the Christian church, we are required by divine 
authority to believe in, to trust, love, fear, honour, 
and worship.”—P, 12. 


We humbly conceive that a syllogism 
excluding babes from baptism might 
without difficulty be framed out of these 
statements. Yet in page 120 we find 
the old notion, that baptism is come in 
the room of circumcision. But though 
this appears to be the view which Dr. 
Dewar himself takes, he is unwilling to 
bear the responsibility of it. Thus he 
writes :— 

“As the one [circumcision] was adminis- 
tered to the infants of the people of God by his 
express command,* so, in the judgment of the 
great majority of professing Christians, founded 


upon the example of the apostles, ought the 
other.” 


It will, we think, scarcely escape our 
readers, that while our author alleges 
express command of God for circum- 
cision of babes, apostolical example 


# The italics are ours. 
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only is adduced for their baptism. And 
this example exists only in the opinion 
of a majority of professing Christians. 
Nevertheless, so earnestly do we desire 
unison in the practice of the saints, that 
we will even consent to go with Dr, 
Dewar’s majority, if he will favour us 
with only one instance of this apostolic 
precedent. But we already despair of 
our learned professor’s kind aid in this 
matter, for, (page 122,) we have these 
later times distinguished from the pri- 
mitive in these particulars, that now 
“the Christian religion has become 
national, the people are baptized in in- 
fancy, are trained up in connexion with 
the church, and have many reasons to 
influence them to continue in its com- 
munion !” 

But we have other instances of dis- 
crepancy in the work before us. Speak- 
ing of regeneration, the doctor tells us 
that “This change takes place, we 
have reason to believe, in innumerable 
cases in infancy and childhood,” page 
143: where he refers clearly not to 
those who die in infancy, since he alleges 
this.early regeneracy of their mind, as 
a reason why Christians are so seldom 
able to refer to the time of their con- 
version. Yet this statement respecting 
infant regeneration does not prevent 
Dr. Dewar from declaring, “It is my 
design to show that every person who is 
regenerate is a believer,in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a true penitent, and a 
lover of God and holiness.”—Page 162. 

Thus we have a discovery in theo- 
logical science. Innumerable babes are 
regenerate, therefore believers, penitents, 
and lovers of God. No doubt we shall 
regard the little ones, if possible, with 
deeper interest than ever. We shall 
interpret their very tears of penitence ! 
But we could wish the author to recon- 
cile with his ideas of infant regene- 
ration the following remarks :— 

« {his doctrine [divine influence] is most 
If indeed it were maintained that 

nh 


rational, 
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divine influence operated on the mind by sudden 
impressions altogether unconnected with the 
scriptures, it might he difficult to reconcile it to 
reason, But effecting its designs as it does, by 
means of revealed truth, and leading to the 
very same results as that truth would of itself 
produce, but for the depravity of man, its ne- 
cessity and reality are most accordant to the 
human understanding,” —P, 226. 


We have noticed with regret a loose 
way of quoting texts of scripture in 
support of doctrines on which they 
do not directly bear; and at other 
times the addition of a gloss which 
the connection will not sustain. The 
style of writing also is open to animad- 
version: the structure of the sentences 
is often awkward, making even the sense 
obscure. But we have already reached 
the limits assigned to this article. 


The Pilgrim’s Progress from this World to 
that which is to come. Delivered under 
the Similitude of a Dream. Wherein is 
discovered, the Manner of his Setting out ; 
his Dangerous Journey, and Safe Arrival 
at the Desired Country. By Joun 
Bunyan. Accurately printed from the 
First Edition, with Notices of all the Subse- 
quent Additions and Alierations made by the 
Author himself. Edited for the Hanserd 
Knollys Society, with an Introduction by 
George Offor. London: Printed for the 
Society, by J. Haddon, Castle Street, Fins- 
bury. 1847. 8yo. pp. clxviii., 379. 


Tru third production of the Hanserd 
Knollys Society having been delivered 
to the subscribers within the last few 
days, we hasten to lay before our readers 
some account of it. 

To many persons it may appear sur- 
prising that the council should have 
determined to re-publish so common a 
book as the Pilgrim’s Progress. It will 
be found however on examination that 
the contents of this volume are ma- 
terially different from those of any book 
that has previously appeared. During 
Bunyan’s life-time improvements were 
made; the second edition containing 
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passages which were not in the first, and 
the results of a careful revision of the 
performance ; and subsequent editions 
having afew other corrections which he 
thought it proper to make. But since 
his death the work has been deteriorated 
by blunders and editorial conceit. Early 
editors made mistakes which have been 
followed by their successors generally ; 
while modern editors perceiving that 
something was wrong, but not knowing 
what, have made conjectural emenda- 
tions, which rendered the matter worse- 
Some ludicrous specimens of this, given 
in the introduction to the present vo- 
lume, had previously appeared in our 
pages. The design of the council has 
been, then, correcting all mistakes and 
rejecting all improvements, to furnish 
their friends with a copy of the Pil- 
grim’s Progress such as Bunyan himself 
gave to the world when he had finished 
it, and at the same time to enable them 
to trace the several alterations that he 
made in bringing it to perfection. With 
this view, the present edition is carefully 
copied from Bunyan’s first edition, which 
is followed literally in the orthography, 
capitals, italics, and punctuation ; every 
alteration that the author made after- 
wards being noted, and the edition spe- 
cified in which such alterations first 
appeared. Details respecting all the 
early editions are given in the Introduc- 
tion, from which the following particulars 
are extracted :— 


“The first edition of the Pilgrim’s Progress 
was published in a foolscap 8vo. in 1678, This 
volume is of extraordinary rarity; only one 
copy being known to exist, and that in the most 
beautiful preservation, in the original binding, 
clean and perfect. It was discovered in a noble- 
man’s library, and judging from its appearance 
had never been read. It is now in the cabinet 
of H. S, Holford, Esq., of Weston Birt House, 
Tetbury, Gloucestershire, To that gentleman 
the public are deeply indebted for his liberal 
permission, not only to copy it, but also to 
correct the proof sheets of this edition, We 
are also under great obligation to his very in- 
telligent bookseller, Mr, Thomas Rodd, for the 
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“facilities he afforded, both in copying and in 

_ correcting the proofs. As the edition now pre- 
sented to the subscribers is an accurate reprint, 

-not merely verbal, but literal, including the 
punctuation, and the use of capitals and italics, 
it will only be needful to point out wherein it 
differs from the later editions, The volume 
contains 253 pages, with a black letter head- 
line. It has no portrait or cuts. It contains 
some words and sentences which were omitted 
in all the subsequent editions, As all these 
omissions and alterations will be seen in reading 
the text and are explained in the notes, they do 
not require any particular remarks, The most 
important of these omissions are on pp. 69 and 
131, and these were, very probably, occasioned 
by typographical errors in printing the later 
editions. 

“The second edition was published also in the 
year 1678, The title is nearly similar to the 
first, with the words: “The second Edition, 
with Additions.” And to this, very considerable 
additions had been made; more particularly on 
our pages 1 to 4, 12 to 22, 25, 26, 56 to 58, 85, 
117, 128 to 131, 136 to 141, and192. As these 
are all printed in the present edition between 
commas, the reader will easily trace them. A 
copy of this book, wanting the verses at the 
end, is in the British Museum, and a very fine 
and perfect one is in the library of W. B. 
Gurney, Esq., Denmark Hill. It is comprised 
in 276 pages, has no portrait or cuts. It has 
many more typographical errors than the first 
edition, but the spelling is greatly modernized 
and improved, 

“ The third edition appeared in the following 
year, 1679, by the same publishers, A most 
beautiful copy of this rare volume, bound in 
olive morocco, to all appearance new, is in the 
library of the Rev, * * * 

“It contains 287 pages, with a portrait of the 
author, engraved by R, W. f. marked upon the 

- rock, but no other cut or illustration, In this 
a considerable addition was made, as will be 
seen by referring to our page 119 to 126; and 
this completed the allegory. From that time, 
every edition presents some little additions of 
side notes or references, all of which are care- 
fully noted in this reprint.”— Pp. cxix., exx. 

“ At length, in 1684, Bunyan published the 
Second Part of his Pilgrim’s Progress in a 

similar-volume to his first. It has 224 pages. 
For the use of a fine copy of this rare book, we 

are indebted to the kindness of the executors of 
the late Lea Wilson, Esq. Im this volume 
seven pages are in a larger type than the rest, 
from p. 100 to 106 inclusive; p. 106 is num- 
bered 120. It has only one cut, the dance 
round the head of Giant Despair. The next 
edition, which we have been fortunate enough 
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to obtain, has a similar title to the first ; it has 
no indication of what edition it is, but bears the 
date of 1687. These two editions were published 
by N. Ponderin the Poultry, The sixth edition 
appeared in 1693, by Ponder and Boddington in 
Duck Laue; the ninthis by N. Boddington, at the 
Golden Ball, in Duck Lane, 1708.”—P. exxvi, 


The admirers of Bunyan are under 
great obligations to Mr. Offor for the 
trouble he has taken to procure copies of 
scarce editions, collate thom, and bring 
together facts of various kinds eluci- 
dating the history of Bunyan’s admirable 
performance. He has shown, in his 
Introduction, even to the satisfaction we 
hope of Mr. Philip, who astonished the 
world some time ago by disputing it, 
that the first part of the Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress, the journey of Christian, was 
actually written in Bedford jail. He 
has illustrated the qualifications for the 
production of the work which the 
author derived from the mental exer- 
cises through which he passed and the 
persecutions he endured. He has 
thrown light on several parts of Bunyan’s 
history; and, especially, he has with 
great labour, examined and analyzed all 
the works to which it has been guessed 
by critics, at different times, that Bun- 
yan was indebted for his plan. In fifty 
pages, which willbe a lasting monument 
of his patient research, Mr. Offor has 
shown clearly that Bunyan was no 
plagiarist or imitator, but that his book 
was in every respect original. Hvery 
work that has been mentioned or could 
be thought of as having afforded assist- 
ance to the Bedford Dreamer passes 
under review, and the futility of the 
supposition is satisfactorily shown. 

Weare glad to meet with the following 
paragraph, which corresponds with our 
own decided opinion :— 

“ Before taking a walk with the pilgrims, to 
point out a few peculiarities not noticed by 
commentators, it may be well to answer the in- 
quiry so often made—Is the narrative that of 


the author’s and his wife’s own experience? 
_My humble opinion is that he did not so intend 
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it, His first wife had been for years an in- 
habitant of the Celestial City, and his second 
was a decided Christian long before his Pilgrim 
was written. At the pillar to commemorate 
Lot’s wife, Hopeful calls to Christian, ‘for he 
was learned,’ a title, so far as lettered lore was 
concerned, Bunyan could not have given to him- 
self, nor would he have applied it as to his own 
spiritual knowledge. In other places he is 
called ‘good Christian;’ the appellation ‘good’ 
he would not have given to himself. It appears 
not to be intended to portray the experience of 
any one man or woman, but the feelings, doubts, 
conflicts, enjoyments of the Christian character. 
The whole household of faith embodied and 
described from the sacred pages, enlarged by his 
own experience, and. that which he discovered in 
his Christian intercourse ; from the first fearful 
ery, ‘ What shall I do to be saved?’ until the 
crown of glory and immortality is put upon his 
head with the anthem, ‘It is finished,’ ‘ Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord.’ ”—P. cxlyvii. 


There are two or three trivial inac- 
curacies which, in the absence of graver 
faults, it may be proper to notice. The 
spurious “second part” is said to be “in 
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House.” Itis in “ The Baptist Library, 
deposited in the Baptist Mission House ; 
but there is also there a library belong- 
ing to the Baptist Missionary Society ; 
and, as donations are made to each, it 
is important that they should not be 
confounded together in the public mind. 
Dr. Cary is mentioned as the translator 
of the Pilgrim’s Progress into Bengalee; 
it should be Dr. Carey. Several quota- 
tions are made from the preface to an 
edition of Bunyan’s Works, “by Dr, 
Ryland ;” if we are not greatly mis- 
taken, Mr. Offor will find on re-examina- 
tion that the preface was not by Dr: 
Ryland, but by Dr. Ryland’s father, 
John Ryland, M.A., then of Northamp- 
ton. But these are minor blemishes ; 
and in the boldness with which Mr. 
Offor deals with Bunyan’s oppressors and 
assailants—a boldness which pervades 
all his pages—we cordially sympathize. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The Typology of Scripture, or the Doctrine of 
Types investigated in its Principles, and a plied 
to the Explanation of the Earlier Fiwioiae 
of God, considered as Preparatory Exhi- 
bitions of the Leading Truths of the Gospel. 
By Rev, Parrrox Fairsarrn, Nalton, Edin- 
rele T. and T, Clark, 12mo. pp. viii., 


This is the title of a work which we introduced 
to the attention of our readers in August, 1845, 
We reviewed it at considerable length, and gave 
it our most hearty recommendation, It is not 
often that we find a volume on which we can 
lavish praise so freely with a good conscience, 
We have had the satisfaction of knowing that 
in Consequence many of our friends purchased 
the book, and some of them have thanked us 
cordially, expressing the satisfaction they have 
derived from it. Mr. Fairbairn himself, however, 
has now adopted the unusual course of pub- 
lishing another volume under the same title. 

e does not call it the second volume, or furnish 
means by which one work can be easily distin« 
guished from the other. The new “work is 
however a kind of continuation of the former : 
the author says respecting it, “Though the 
present may be regarded as in agreat measure a 
Separate and independent production, yet, in any 
estimate that may be formed of its bearing on 
the general interpretation of the word of God, 


the author trusts it will be viewed in connexion 
with the principles laid down and illustrated in 
the previous volume.” We are anxious that 
some means should be adopted to enable persons 
to order the former work without danger of 
haying it confounded with the latter; and the 
more, as we are unable to give the same warm 
commendation to this that we gave to that. 
There is much valuable matter in this; much 
that a diligent and discriminating theologian 
will peruse with pleasure and advantage ; but 
there is much also, especially in the hundred 
and fifteen pages devoted to the decalogue, that 
does not accord with our views, The present 
work is divided into three parts: the first, on 
the historical transactions connected with the 
redemption from Egypt; the second, on the 
direct instruction given to the Israelites before 
the erection of the tabernacle ; and the third, 
on the symbolical institutions and services of the 
Mosaic dispensation, , 


“Tt is Written :” or Every Word and Ex- 
pression contained in the Scriptures proved to 
be from God. By Professor L. Gaussen. 
London: Bagster and Sons. 12mo. pp. xviii., 


Dr. Gaussen is one of the associates of Dr. 
Merle @Aubigné at Geneva, and like him 
1s earnestly endeavouring to disseminate evan- 
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gelical truth in that part of the continent in 
which the French language is spoken. He 
was pastor of the parish of Santigny till about 
thirty years ago he became dissatisfied with the 
catechism imposed by the national church, and 
for the crime of substituting the bible for it in 
instructing the children of his flock, he was 
first censured and finally deposed. He is now 
professor of systematic theology in the School 
connected with the evangelical Society of 
Geneva. His design in the treatise before us 
is to prove the existence, universality, and 
plenitude of divine inspiration. It contains 
many impressive and beautiful passages ; but we 
feel some difficulty in forming an estimate of 
its worth. It is not only a translation of a 
work of which we have not scen the original, 
and a second and amended edition of a work of 
which we have not seen the former edition, but 
a work accompanied with notes respecting 
which we are not sure, in many cases, whether 
they express the sentiments of the author or 
those of the translator, We believe however 
that it is the annotator, not the author, who 
speaking of “the happy dream of the con- 
version of the world,” exclaims (p. 153), “ Alas! 
poor church, meditating the conversion of the 
world, instead of considering whence thou art 
fallen, and strengthening that which remains, 
blinded to thy true condition before God!” 


The preface to the present edition states that | 


“ considerable additions and an entire revision 
of the translation have been made from the 


from other sources. The verbal distinctions 
and criticisms in the chapter on ‘ Various 
Readings’ and ‘ the Catechetical Essay on the 
Principal Point of Doctrine,’ (the latter being 
merely repetition and a detail of heresies in 
different centuries,) with some other paragraphs, 
are omitted, as of less value to general readers.” 


Wanderings of a Pilgrim in the Shadow of 
Mont Blanc and the Jungfrau Alp. By 
Georce B. CHEEVER, D.D., Author of 


“ Lectures on the Pilgrim’s Progress and on | 


the Life and Times of John Bunyan.” 
Glasgow and London: Collins, 12mo. pp. 
367. 


This is a delightful book, and we regret that 
we have not tceld our readers so before. ‘The | 
reason was that we had not ourselves ascertained | 
the fact, the volume having been jostled aside by 
others not better than itself, if so good. It 
must be admitted indeed, as the author suggests, 
that there is neither political economy, nor 
geology, nor botany, nor musical, nor theatrical, 
nor statistical information; but there are the 
overfiowings of a warm heart and an enlightened 
mind, lessons of the most salutary tendency in- 
culcated in the most entertaining manner, 
There are sentences which would not bear rigid 
criticism, but the reader is too much pleased to 
be disposed to criticise ; and while he is enjoying 
the narrative he is acquiring instruction, The 
cordial attachment of the writer to divine 
truth appears in his continual references to it; 
and his love of liberty is discreet, strong and 
uniform. The state of Switzerland is at this 
time unusually interesting, and in Dr, Cheever 
the reader will find a safe guide to knowledge of 
its social and spiritual, as well as its natural 
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aspect. He sums up the religious history of 
Geneva thus:—“ At first it was the state and 
Romanism—the fruit, intolerance; next, it was 
the state and unitarianism—the fruit, intole- 
rance ; next it was the state and Calvinism—the 
fruit, intolerance; in the Canton de Vaud, it 
is the state and democratic infidelity—the fruit, 
intolerance.” 


Sketches of Protestantism in Italy, Past and 
Present, including a Notice of the Origin, 
History, and Present State of the Waldenses. 
By Roxsert Batrp, D.D., New York. 
oie, and London: Collins, 12mo. pp.x., 


The author of this work deserves thanks for 
having collected and condensed into a small 
compass a great deal of interesting information, 
The first part contains a history of true religion 
in Italy, in which he shows that from the 
beginning there were some of the inhabitants of 
that country of which Rome was the capital 
who did not submit to the ecclesiastical des- 
potism of Rome. The second part is yet more 
valuable, because less trodden, illustrating the 
state of Italy since the Reformation, particularly 
at the present time. He says that there are no 
less than eight English and ten Swiss and 
German chapels in Italy, for the benefit of the 
foreign protestants who visit that country or 
reside for a longer or shorter time in it. The 
third part is on the History, Present State, and 
Here he has 
given much information in a small space; 


though we regret his evident want of ac- 


quaintance with the writings of the 
late William Jones on the subject. If Dr. 
Baird had been acquainted with them, we are 


sure that he would bave quoted them. He does 


| say, with more frankness than some others have 


evinced, when adverting to the baptism of 
children among the present Waldenses, and the 
opinions of their pastors, that this was the 
practice of their ancestors, “It is due to can- 
dour to say, that we deem it quite probable, if 
not certain,—though we have never examined 
this point with much care,—that there were 
other branches of the Waldenses, for they were 
numerous, which did neither hold nor practice 
infant baptism. It would be difficult, upon any 
other hypothesis, to account for the opinion, 
confidently maintained, and, without doubt, most 
honestly too, by the excellent brethren who’ 
reject pedobaptism, that the Waldenses were 
baptists.” 


Passages inthe Life of an English Heiress; or 
Recollections of Disruption Times in Scot- 
land. London: Bentley. Small 8vo. pp. 429. 


Tf the reader is not impeded by the objections 
which lie against all controversial religious tales, 
he will find much to admire and enjey in this 
volume, Itis the work of a writer who under- 
stands and loves evangelical truth, and is anxious 
that it should have free course. The heroine 
is a young English lady, who on the death of 
her father visits relatives in Scotland at the 
time when the facts which occasioned the forma- 
tion of the Free Church are developing them- 
selves and coming to a crisis ; and the occur- 
rencesand conversations recorded in the narrative 
throw much light on the events which took 
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place, and the principles which led to the final 
disruption. Residents in the southern part of 
our island who have indistinct notions of what 
the contest was about, will probably learn its 
nature and bearings more readily from this 
story than from graver treatises. ‘The writer her- 
self—for we have no doubt that it is the work of 
a lady—is strongly attached to the Free Church 
of Scotland, and would like to see a Free 
Church of England; but though she does not 
see clearly to the end of the road down which 
she would lead those who listen to her, we 
doubt not that her work will do much good 
among classes who would not be accessible to 
its principles if presented to them in another 
form. The descriptions of Highland scenery 
and mannerg which are introduced, and the 
humour, pathos, and knowledge of the human 
heart which many passages exhibit, render the 
perusal a pleasant exercise. The author, it 
may be added, speaks of the work as “a faithful 
record of personal experience :” and says, “In 


the earlier chapters I have not introduced a | 


character which I had not familiarly known, 

and scarce an incident which did not oceur in 

real life.” 

Sketches of Eminent Medical Men 
R.T.S, Monthly Series. Pp. 192. 


London : 
Price 6d. 


We have read with great pleasure these bio- | 


graphical sketches, General readers will find 
them interesting, and they are peculiarly adapted 
for an important, and not very accessible class 
—medical students. The volume contains in- 
formation which young medical men will be 
glad to acquire ; it has an evident tendency to 
encourage assiduity and diligence in their 
profession; while there is incorporated much 
evangelical instruetion. and this not obtruded, 
but brought out naturally and discreetly, The 
lives are those of Harvey, Sydenham, Boerr- 
haave, Hey, Bateman, Jenner, Good, Gooch, 
Knighton, and Hope. 


The Pictorial Bible, Part X. London: 8vo. 
pp. 191. 


If we mention this work often, it is because 
we take so strong an interest in its circulation 
that we should be sorry that any one who pays 
attention to our opinion of books should over- 
look it, It gives us pleasure to corroborate our 
own view of its usefulness by adverting to the 
fact mentioned by Dr, Hanna, that this was one 
of the five books which Dr, Chalmers had at 
hand when writing his “Daily Scripture 
Readings,” the five books which constituted 
what he called his “biblical library.” Dr, 
Kitto greatly improves the work, as he proceeds 
with this, the Standard edition, which is now 
completed to the end of Ezekiel, 


Notes on the Scripture Lessons. For 1847, 
By the Committee of the Sunday School 
Union, London: 12mo, pp. 144, 


The Notes of which a large number of sab- 
bath school teachers have wisely availed them- 
selves during the year that has just closed, col- 
lected and done up neatly in cloth, 


The Sunday School Union Magazine. Con- 
ducted by the Committee of the Sunday School 
Union, Vol. IV, 1847. London: 8.S.U. 
12mo, pp. 476, 


f*If any sabbath school teachers are not ac- 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


quainted with this magazine, we beg to inform 
them that it is published every month specifi- 
cally for their use, that they will findin it much 
to assist and improve them, and that it is to be 
obtained henceforward at the reduced price of 
one penny per number, 


The Child’s Own Book, 1847. _London: 
R. Davis, S.S.U. Depository. Pp. 192. 


Published in monthly numbers, and very 
suitable for children from five to twelve years of 
age, whether taught at home or in sabbath 
schools. 


Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister not 
forbidden by the Law of Nature; not dis- 
suaded by Expediency ; not prohibited by the 
Seriptures: including an Examination of 
Professor Bush’s Notes on Leviticus. By 
the Rev. J, F. Denuam, ILA., F.RLS., 
Rector of St. Mary-le-Sirand, and Lecturer 
of St. Bride’s, Fleet Street. London: 8yo, 
pp- 69. Price 2s. 


This pamphlet bearing date Nov. 20, 1847, 
the very day on which the judges of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench pronounced their 
decision that marriage with a deceased wife’s 
sister is invalid, must have been written 
before that decision, and does not of course 
advert to it, It jis, however, a pamphlet 
with which all should make themselves ac- 
quainted who wish to master the very important 
subject to which it refers, We could not main- 
tain all Mr. Denham’s positions, but we agree 
with him in thinking that the restriction which, 
it appears, is the present law of the land, is 
highly immoral in its tendency; as well as one 
which neither any civil legislature, nor the ec- 
clesiastical law-givers followed by our legislature, 
ever had any right to make, 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approbed. 


A Selection of Scripture Lessons, for use in Sunday 
Schools, for Morning and Afternoon Reading, 
Teaching, and Repetition, for the year 1848. Ar- 
ranged by the Committee of the Sunday School 
Union. Price 2s. per 190. 

Notes on the Scripture Lessons for 1848. Ar- 
ranged by the Committee of the Sunday School 
Union. Published monthly. Price 1d. 


The Sunday School Teachers’ Class Register, 
Almanack, and Diary for 1848. Bound in cloth, 1s. 4d., 
half-bound, 1s. 6d. 

The Sunday School Teachers’ Class Register and 
Almanack for 1848. In stiff covers. Price 4d. ; 


A Faded Flower Gathered from the Sabbath School. 
By SAMUEL HreinnpoTuam, Hon. See. Sunday School 
Union, Stockport. London: Johnstone, pp. 8. 


Going Home. A Brief Memoir of James Cowell, 
with a Preface by W. B. Cottygr, D.D., LL.D. 
London: B. L. Green. 16mo. pp. 48. 

The Eclectic Review. December, 1847. Contents. 
I. George Fox the Quaker. II. Morell’s History of 
Philosophy. I1I. The Seotch Sabbatarian Controversy, 
IV. Memoir of Henry Francis Cary. V. History of 
Image Worship. VI. The Colonial Office and South 
Africa, VU. Improvement of Ireland—Facts from 
Gweedere. VIII. Progress of Discredit—Com- 


mercial Failures in 1847, de. &e. &e. London 
Price 2s. 6d, : 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


EUROPE. 


GERMANY. 


Mr. Andrew Arthur, one of the pastors of 
the baptist church meeting in Bristo-street, 
Edinburgh, visited some parts* of Germany 
last September. He has kindly transmitted 
to us a detailed account of his journey; and 
though it did not reach us as early as he in- 
tended that we should receive it, we doubt 
not that even now extracts from it will be 
acceptable to many of our readers, 


Hamburgh. 


On arrival I found Mr. Oncken from 
home, This was to me a matter of deep re- 
gret. But having gone on a tour in the ser- 
vice of his Master, this engagement was an 
object of far greater importance than meet- 
ing with me. 

Being most kindly received by Mrs. 
Oncken, I was speedily introduced to the 
teachers and deacons, in whose spirit and 
society [saw most prominently marked the 
lineaments of the one common family of 
God. One of the latter was early connected 
with brother Oncken, shared in his perse- 
cutions, and has evidently been a partaker of 
those peculiar consolations promised to such 
as ‘ suffer for righteousness’ sake.’ 

The chapel in which the church assem- 
bles, I need not describe. It is a neat, 
simple, and commodious building, capable 
of being enlarged to double its present 
dimensions, if necessary. Although fears 
were entertained that the opening of this 
new place of worship might lead to renewed 
molestation, the Lord graciously extended 
over them the shield of his divine protection, 
and they continue to meet in their own 
house, ‘preaching the kingdom of God and 
teaching those things which concern the Lord 
Jesus, with all contidence, no man forbidding 
them,’ 

It is considered by well informed parties 
in Hamburgh, that the magnanimous and 
Christian act of Mr. Oncken in throwing 
open the former place of worship for the re- 
ception of those who suffered during the 
great fire, had very great influence in disarm- 
ing the opposition of the rulers. 

But I must now come to the spiritual 
It was indeed most refreshing to 
behold on Lord’s day so large a company of 
believers, assembled at the early hour of nine 
o’clock of the morning for the worship of the 


God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


They were almost all present at the appointed 
hour, and the house was well filled. The 
number of the church is 300. 

Brother Shanfller, son of the pastor of 
the church at Stuttgardt, and one of the 
stated teachers here, presided; after commen- 
cing with a short prayer, he gave out a Ger- 
man hymn and read the scriptures. Then 
the other preacher, Mr. Rébner, engaged in 
prayer, who, together with the whole 
church, kneeled while so employed. 

The supplication seemed to breathe much 
earnestness of spirit, and in conclusion, the 
whole body audily sounded Amen. The 
sweet melody of praise was especially well 
conducted. Harmonious sounds in the vari- 
ous parts forming one united concord, were 
well attuned to the state of the inner man, 
being all joined to the divine Saviour as the 
common bond of holy brotherhood and the 
centre of everlasting love and joy. 

Another hymn being sung, I made a 
few observations on the design of my visit, 
the unity of heart that marked all God’s 
people of every language and tongue, and 
the deep and growing interest felt in their 
prosperity by the church from whence I 
came, and also on the part of many others in 
Edinburgh and Britain. 

Mr. Shanffler translated this short ad- 
dress, and then Mr. Robner preached what 
appeared to be a discourse delivered with 
much- unction. The services concluded at 
half-past ter. 

While the church remained to delibe- 
rate, in their own language, about applications 
for fellowship, Mr. Oncken’s labours, and 
other matters, I departed, and preached to 
the English congregation in the independent 
chapel. There was a very good audience on 
the whole. The pastor of the church, Mr. 
Smith, is very acceptable, and desirous of 
being useful. It indicates however, a 
lamentably low state of of religion in Ham- 
burgh amongst the English population, 
when it is stated that there are 5000 of our 
nation there, and that not above one-tenth 
of these attend where they can hear the gos- 
pel in their own tongue. 

Many entirely throw off all outward 
forms of profession when they arrive in this 
country, and proceed to a greater extreme of 
worldliness than the German inhabitants. 
Those who are Christians must be decided, 
and consequently know and love one another, 
IT heard but one testimony from the Lord’s 
people belonging to different parties, in re- 
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gard to brother Oncken and the work of 
grace accomplished through his instrumen- 
tality and that of his coadjutors ; and on the 
other hand, he himself, while adhering to 
every part of the Lord’s will, as he under- 
stands it, has, while disengaged on part of 
the sabbath preached the words of divine 
grace to the English church. 

Our brethren of the baptist church 
again met for worship at five o’clock, at 
which service it was arranged that I should 
address them, The house was well filled, 
brother Rébner presided, and after the usual 
preliminary exercises, my discourse was de- 
livered, and translated very readily as I pro- 
ceeded by brother ShanfHer. 

The concluding exercises of praise and 
prayer being finished, the greater number 
of hearers retired, and the church remained 
to commemorate the dying love of Christ. 
On this occasion, Mr. Robner presided, 
commenced with giving out a hymn, anda 
short address, then read the New Testament 
directory, and acted accordingly. A very 
suitable hymn of praise was then sung, bear- 
ing reference to the cross of Christ and their 
union in him, 

In one of the stanzas they promise by 
divine grace to abide faithful to Jesus and to 
one another ; and while singing these lines, 
they all joined hands in token of mutual 
love, and holy resolution to cleave unto the 
Lord. 

In all these exercises, I perceived a 
striking manifestation of spiritual life, and of 
fervent love for the truth’s sake. 

It is usual for the church here to hold an 
occasional tea-meeting for promoting brotherly 
intercourse and love. 

They resolved to have the first in their 
new chapel on Monday evening. We assem- 
bled at six o’clock of the evening. Nearly 
the whole church were present, After ap- 
propriate hymns and prayer, all were in 
motion, divided into many small circles, and 
engaged in communion with and inquiring 
for one another. 

Another hymn being sung, I was called 
to address them, and give what words of ex- 
hortation might be suitable to their circum- 
stances, and information respecting the 
churches and state of religion in my native 
land, 

Having warmly expressed their Christian 
affection for their foreign brethren, a very 
interesting letter was read from brother 
Oncken then at Ellerfeldt on the Rhine, 
detailing his labours, and the many doors 
now Opening in various parts of the Continent 
for the entrance of the pure gospel of Jesus 
Christ and scriptural views of his spiritual 
kingdom. Mr. Shanffler then engaged in 
prayer. A hymn being sung, and the bless- 
ing pronounced, we dismissed at about ten 
o’clock, 

The meeting altogether was one of sweet 
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Christian fellowship, and I had an oppor- 
tunity, so far as my want of the German 
language would permit, of holding some in- 
teresting conversation with the friends. The 
topics were those which referred to their own 
conversion, to their happiness in the gospel, 
and joy in seeing a visitor from Scotland, and 
to the progress of the cause of Christ among 
themselves. 


Pinneberg. 


There has been a small church existing 
at Pinneberg, a town situated about ten to 
twelve miles distance from Hamburgh, and 
under Danish authority. 

The disciples are in number twenty-five, 
and brother Mar has officiated as leader. The 
government of Denmark interfered and inter- 
dicted their meetings. The pastor proceeded 
to the seat of government, and had first an 
audience of his majesty, who received him 
graciously. The king stated, that there was 
a contest going on in Europe in regard to 
religious truth, which would probably termi- 
nate in important changes, that he could not 
alter the law which governed the kingdom, 
and kindly told him to go home and act as 
quietly as possible. Our brother was after- 
wards, however, introduced to one of the 
ministers of the crown, who maintained that 
he and his friends ought to abide by the 
church established by law. Mr. Mar pleaded 
for liberty of conscience, and in his reply 
firmly stated, that on the principle contended 
for by the Danish minister, Jesus Christ 
would not have suffered for the testimony he 
bore to the truth, nor the apostle Paul been 
subjected to martyrdom for the gospel’s sake. 

This was a noble answer calculated to 
produce conviction of mind. The ultima- 
tum of the government arrived on the day 
before my departure. It was unfavourable, 
and our brother will be necessitated to seek 
some other sphere, where he can hold forth 
the word of life, 


Berlin. 


On the 16th of September, I travelled 
by the train to Berlin. Nothing of any im- 
portance occurred during this journey. I 
handed a few tracts to my fellow passengers, 
who read and returned them, all acted very 
politely and discreetly to the English stran- 
ger. On arrival at the Prussian capital, I 
found our esteemed brother Lehmann, pastor 
of the baptist church, Berlin, waiting for me, 
and in compliance with his request, addressed 
a temperance society which was to be held 
that evening in the chapel. There is cer- 
tainly a very marked difference between the 
external aspect of the German people, and 
the population of our own country in regard 
to the sin of intemperance, that desolating 
evil of Great Britain. I did not observe 
one single instance of open intoxication during 
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all my journeyings, and have reason to be- 
lieve that such rarely occurs. 

Previous to sabbath, Mr. Lehmann con- 
ducted me to Potsdam, which is twenty 
miles distant from Berlin. This has been 
called the Prussian Versailles, it lies on the 
right shore of the Havel, and has 26,000 in- 
habitants. We visited ‘Sans Souci,’ a 
place built by Frederick the Great. Here 
the old eccentric Prussian monarch occa- 
sionally lived, and endeavoured at least to 
banish care while in the society of one allied 
to him in infidel principles and literature, 
the noted Voltaire of France, who flourished 
during the first French revolution. The soul- 
ruining influence of those opinions is now, it 
is hoped, in the way of being counteracted 
by the late dissemination of evangelical truth. 
There are a few Christian friends who reside 
here, whose number I trust shall be in- 
creased. 

In returning to take our place in the 
train, we met an evangelical Lutheran mini- 
ster, to whom Mr, Lehmann introduced me; 
he could not speak English, but took hold of 
both my hands, and then laying one of them 
on his heart, he said, with much warmth of 
affection, ‘ Though belonging to different 
nations, and speaking a diversity of tongues, 
we are ‘one in heart, one Lord, one faith,’ 
&e., he rather halted in sounding the last 
unity, ‘ one baptism; but not,’ added he, ‘in 
your way.’ 

There are now nearly two hundred mem- 
bers in the church at Berlin. As in Ham- 
burgh, so here, it is usual to assemble for 
worship at nine o’clock of the morning, and 
it was arranged that I should preach to them 
after the ordinary devotional exercises, and 
reading of the Scriptures. Their forms in 
attending to prayer and other duties are 
similar to those in the first church I visited. 

On entering the place of worship they 
each seemed to engage in a short petition to 
the throne of grace, looking for the divine 
blessing, and depending on Him who is the 
author of ordinances for spiritual benefit. - I 
addressed them from the words of Paul 
to the Romans, ‘and I am sure when 
I come unto you, I shall come in the 
fulness of the blessing of the gospel of 
Christ,’ the pastor translating. The service 
was concluded by prayer and praise in the 
German language. The church remained 
for mutual deliberation ; then the sabbath 
school teachers met with Mr. Lehmann to con- 
sider the lesson for the day, others proceeded 
to the distribution of tracts, and some time 
after the services connected with the school 
closed, the church again assembled, it 
being now five o’clock. On this occasion 
the pastor preached with evidently much 
feryency, and at the conclusion, the Lord’s 
supper was observed by the church exclu- 
sively, with a very few who seemed to re- 
main behind as spectators. 
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I. was much pleased with the solemn 
manner in which the ordinance was conducted. 
All seemed to enter into it, and with the re- 
marks of the pastor, and time allowed for 
meditations, the service appeared to be one 
of real earnestness of desire towards Christ, 
and love to him, This sacred institution is 
too apt to become a mere formal affair. The 
elements sometimes pass through the hands 
of partakers, with great rapidity; and scarcely 
is time given for devout reflection on the 
scenes of suffering which are intended to be 
brought to the view of the Christian. Surely 
it is the sincere, the deliberate, the peniten- 
tial remembrance of Christ’s dying love 
that produces the designed effect on the soul, 
and not the mere hurried participation of the 
bread and wine, 

After the supper a hymn was given out 
by the pastor, similar to that at Hamburgh, 
on which occasion they joined hands in token 
of their fellowship in the sufferings of their 
common Lord, and faithfulness to one another 
in him, 

I observed the pastor and others saluting 
each other, and the sisters among them- 
selves. 

As from the engagements formed for 
visiting one or two distant churches, the 
church at Berlin could not hold a social 
meeting on a week evening, it was resolved 
to assemble at eight o’clock, p.m. of sabbath, 
for mutual communication. After several 
spiritaal songs and prayer, we held inter- 
course through Mr. Lehmann as interpreter, 
and I answered the queries they put in re- 
gard to the churches in Edinburgh and the 
general state of religion in my native land. 
The pastor then addressed me in the name of 
the church ina most warm and affectionate 
manner, and laded me with Christian saluta- 
tions to the churches of Christ. I caught a 
German phrase with which I closed my ad- 
dress, and which excited a smile of cordial 
satisfaction ; it was one of the exhortations 
of the amiable John, ‘little children, love 
one another.’ I think, I observed very 
much of the spirit of this injunction among 
them. They seemed to have ‘ been taught of 
God to love one another with a pure heart 
fervently,’ and towards one from a far country 
they poured out the warm effusions of 
Christian affection. How sweet and sacred 
is that bond formed by the dying love of 
our blessed Emmanuel ! it creates emotions 
which themselves tell of their celestial origin. 
It is a heaven-born love, and points to the 
source from whence it has descended as the 
region where its perfection and blessedness 
shall be eternally enjoyed. 


Spandau. 


On Monday afternoon, we went by train 
to Spandau, a city famous in the annals of 
the career of Napoleon. In this town and 
the neighbouring village of Seegefeld, there 
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are gathered together about twenty-five dis- 
ciples who regularly meet for the worship of 
God. At the latter station, it had been pre- 
viously intimated, we were to assemble ; but 
a person converted to the faith of Christ, was 
to be baptized before the meeting. As there 
had been persecution in this place, and obsta- 
cles cast in the way of observing divine ordi- 
nances, we departed in different parties, 
until after leaping several ditches we came 
to ‘a certain water ;’ after kneeling down on 
the grassy margin of the Jake while prayer 
was offered up by brother Lehmann, he Jed 
the candidate into the water, whispering 
words of encouragement to confess Christ 
before men, and then baptized him in the 
name of the triune Jehovah. The service 
was concluded by prayer, and all returned to 
the place of worship, where the baptized was 
affectionately received, and the evening spent 
in attending to the ordinances of divine 
grace. 

As it was late when we commenced, the 
meeting was prolonged until midnight. The 
symptoms of spiritual lifeand love were also 
very manifest here. On the morrow, after 
suitable exercises, brother Lehmann and I 
took our leave. 
of the scene described in the Acts on the 
occasion of Paul’s visit to Tyre. The 
wives and children accompanied us a 
little way, along with the brethren, when 
we bade one another an affectionate fare- 
well. May this ‘little one soon become a 
eee through the efficacious grace of 

od! ; 


Stettin. 


After arriving at Berlin, I took my place 
in the train for Stettin, a large maritime town 
situated nearly one hundred miles north- 
east of the capital of Prussia. Here the 
Lord has graciously prospered his cause. 
The church now numbers 100 members. 
Their pastor, Mr. Henrichs, was formerly a 
teacher in another continental town, but 
having embraced the gospel, and scriptural 
views of the kingdom of Christ, he was ex- 
pelled from his situation. 

Divine Providence directed his way to 
Stettin, and by the aid of our American 
brethren he is enabled to give himself wholly 
to the work of the Lord. His faithful and 
godly labours have been much_ blessed. 
Though on a_ week-night evening, the 
church very fully assembled, and the chapel 
was crowded with attentive hearers. Mr. 
Henrichs interpreted, as I delivered, the dis- 
course, and the brethren afterwards remained 
for receiving special communieations from 
my native land. 


The movement of Rongé. 


I shall now furnish you with some in- 
formation in reference to the state of religion 
generally on the continent, so far as time 


The departure reminded me | 
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permitted me to ascertain. — a 
of Rongé is to be regarded in no other light 


than that of an infidel secession from the — 
Roman catholic church. His mind and that 


of others opened to the superstitious mum- 


meries of ‘the man of sin,’ but, as might ~ 


be expected, not betaking themselves to the 
only satisfying provision for the soul to be 
found in the gospel of the grace of God, a 
renunciation of all religion followed. a 

It may be hoped, however, that this is 
a precursor to the reception of heavenly truth 
on the part of not a few who have recently 
discovered the fooleries of Rome, 


The Jews. 


It will I am sure be interesting to know 
some particulars of the state of the Israelites 
in the places which I visited. 

Very soon after arriving at Hamburgh, 
Dr. Craig kindly called on me, accompanied 
by his colleague Mr. Givan. They were 
both sent out by the presbyterian body in 
Ireland to labour among the Jewish popula- 
tion. The former especially has been en- 
gaged for a year or two in endeavouring to 
show the house of Israel the true character 
of ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ He is a devoted and 
affectionate Christian, with whom I had 
much sweet intercourse, and it delighted me 
to hear the loving manner in which he spake 


| of the labours and person of our brother 


Oncken, assuring me that there were none to 
whom be felt more knit in spirit and doc- 
trine. 

There are 11,000 of the Hebrew nation 
in the city of Hamburgh, and other 7,000 in 
Altona. They are now divided into two 
parties, The old sect, who adhere to all the 
customs of their ancestors, maintain not only 
the divine authority of the Hebrew serip- 
tures, but the binding obligation of the Tal- 
mud, or the rabbinical commentaries. The 
new sect, who are very numerous and deno- 
minate themselves rationalists, renounce both 
the pentateuch and the glosses and interpre- 
tations of their ancient rabbis. They har- 
monize with the neologists of Germany, who 
exalt reason above revelation, and receive 
what is contained in the bible only in so far 
as it accords in their judgment with the dic- 
tates of rationality. This class constitute a 
large proportion of Israelites here, and in- 
clude many of the most wealthy. They 
affirm that the great object of the supreme 
Being in preserving them separate from the 
rest of mankind is to diffuse and maintain 
the doctrine of one God, in opposition to the 
views entertained by Christians on the one 
hand, and heathen mythologists on the other. 
As the neology so prevalent around them 
disowns the supreme divinity of our blessed 
Lord, they say that Germany has nearly 
embraced that doctrine, and that when uni- 
versally acknowledged, the Hebrews will no 
longer remain a distinct people, but merge 
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into the general population of the earth. In 
fact this latter body has relapsed into in- 
fidelity. The best informed Christians seem 
to consider that this schism may be overruled 
for leading them to the faith of Christ in 
God’s appointed time. 

Their superstitious attachment to Mosaic 
and rabbinical ceremonies is broken, and 
they must now be dealt with in the same way 
as other unbelievers. 

I must now give a brief narrative of 
what I witnessed in the worship and doings 
of this singular people. Joined by brother 
Lunge, deacon of the baptist church, we 
yisited on Saturday the synagogue of the old 
sect. 

Their place of worship is as capacious as 
many of our dissenting chapels of England. 
It had two galleries. In the middle of the 
low floor stood a square seat elevated one 
step, which seemed to be ‘ the chief seat of 
the synagogue.’ Directly fronting this, at 
the inner end of the house, was an apartment 
closed by doors and a curtain. Here they 
keep a copy of the Hebrew scriptures in 
rolled parchments, resembling the ancient 
copy of their fathers, and which appeared to 
be regarded with much veneration. 

The time of our entrance was nine 
o’clock, 4.m.. The area below, and the gal- 
lery immediately above, were completely 
filled with the men, the Hebrew bible, com- 
mentaries and hymns being spread before 
them. The highest gallery, with an iron 
railing in front, contained their youthful 
females, It so happened that this day was 
the first of their year. They designate it in 
German, ‘the lang nicht,’ meaning that be- 
fore the year now commenced closes the 
long night of death may have overtaken 
them. I was surprised to find them all 
attired in their grave clothes, consisting of 
white linen robes, with girdles and caps. This 
is designed to‘remind them of their latter 
end, and that the year on wh‘eh they had en- 
tered may, ere it passes away, find them 
sleeping in the grave. They all stood at 
worship with their books on the tables of 
the pews ; and while following the leader in 
yeading their prayers and chanting their 
hymns, they unremittingly bended the head 
and chest. This bodily prostration, I sup- 
posed, was an act of homage to the Hebrew 
word Jehovah. 

Amid the sable garb of the tomb we 
beheld some jovial looking faces. That 
affairs pertaining to this life had not alto- 
gether escaped from the mind, was made evi- 
dent to us, from the language of one Jew to 
another as they passed, ‘the bombazett you 
sent me wo’nt do, it will not answer the pur- 
pose, I must return it.’ : 

Altogether the whole service was for- 
mal and irrational, very remote indeed from 
spiritual and acceptable devotion, and ex- 
actly resembled that of their fathers of old, 
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to whom the Lord said, ‘who hath required 
this at your hands ?” : 

On retiring from the synagogue, we went 
to the temple lately erected by the rationa- 
listic party. Here we observed a splendid 
building very similar to an episcopalian place 
of worship in Edinburgh. 

The men were all in the low floor of the 
house clad in their ordinary respectable attire, 
with their heads covered. The gallery is 
appropriated to Jewish females, and was 
quite crowded with those who seemed to be 
fashionable looking ladies. The pulpit was 
beautifully and tastefully constructed, and 
there were two officiating ministers. 

After chanting one or two hymns, accom- 
panied by the tones of a large and handsome 
organ, one of the rabbis ascended the rostrum, 
prayed in his own way, and delivered a dis- 
course, 

The great object of the speaker was to 
show that there is, ‘one King and one God, 
to whom we were indebted for our being and 
preservation—that we ought to please him by 
living a moral and virtuous life—and that the 
grand end of existence was answered by being 
happy ourselves and making others happy.’ 

These, with various other things which 
‘the natural man’ can say, composed the 
substance of the address.. Amid the chant- 
ing of the hymns which immediately followed, 
we retired from the scene, earnestly desiring 
that ‘the Lord would appear in his glory to 
build up Zion,’ and give to this people his good 
Spirit to enlighten and convert their souls. 
What must be the wonderful effect of re- 
moving the veil from the blinded minds of © 
Israel! It shall indeed be ‘as life from the 
dead,’ when ‘the Redeemer shall come to 
Zion, and turn away ungodliness from Jacob.’ 
They are in all countries ; and if changed, 
would be qualified by their means, and talents, 
and intimate knowledge of the languages of 
the earth, to be most efficient promoters of 
the gospel of Christ. ‘ Oh, that the salvation 
of Israel were come out of Zion! when the 
Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, 
Jacob shall rejoice and Israel shall be glad.’ 

One of our brethren in Hamburgh has 
been engaged to devote one half of his time 
to the instruction of his kinsmen according to 
the flesh, by the Glasgow Jewish Society. 
He showed me one or two Hebrews whom he 
regarded as persons opening to a conviction of 
the truth. 

Dr. Craig told me that, when labouring 
to show that ‘Jesus is the Christ,’ the Jews 
are in the habit of putting questions, which 
bring vividly before his mind the state of 
religious opinion and feeling among | their 
ancestors at the time the Saviour himself 
lived ; and perceives with much interest the 
appropriateness of Christ’s answers to their 
queries, and the train of thought and teaching 
thereby suggested,as exhibited in the discourses 
of the Great Prophet of the Chr'stian church. 
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German writers. 


While at Berlin I called on Dr. Heng- 
sterbeng, but found him from home. He is 
well known among biblical students as the 
author of several very evangelical works 
which have been translated into the English 
language. I found that he was much dis- 
liked by the rationalists, on account of his 
piety and firm adherence to gospel truth. 

We had an interview with Dr. Krumacher, 
the author of ‘ Elijah the Tishbite’ and other 
works, and who had lately been translated 
from Elderfeldt on the Rhine to the Prussian 
capital. 

I learned from him some particulars re- 
specting the manner in which Strauss’s work 
had operated in Germany, and which were 
concurred in by brother Lehmann and others. 
The book referred to contains an insidious 
and daring attempt to prostrate the wisdom 
of God before the puny and erring wisdom of 
men ; and thus aims at the destruction of all 
that is held dear by the people of God, as the 
basis of their immortal hopes. 

The argument of Strauss is regarded by 
continental Christians as having been scientifi- 


cally demolished, and has not affected the | 


stedfastness of any enlightened disciples of 
Jesus Christ. But it isnow working much 
evil among the lower classes of society, in the 
same way as the works of Paine and the 
wretched speculations of Robert Owen have 
done in our country. 

I trust that our friend Dr. Alexander of 
this city, who wrote an able critique on that 
German work in ‘The North British Quar- 
terly,’ will be induced to republish it in a 
separate pamphlet, that it may be more ex- 
tensively useful in counteracting the deadly 
errors it exposes and confutes. 


General observations. 


Such are the influences now in operation 


abroad, besides those that arise from national | 


establishments and the priesthood connected 
with them, which oppose the reign of our 
Lord and his Christ. 

The true church of the Saviour in this 
world presents us with the spectacle of holy 
and heavenly principles contending with 
darkness, and error, and sin, with the an- 
tagonism of all that is ‘ earthly, and sensual, 
and devilish.” But amid this continued war- 
fare, the holy weapons of heavenly truth are 
made successful by the energy of the Holy 
Spirit in subduing a people to the Lord. 

Many spots of spiritual yerdure now 
exist on the continent. The minds of nota 
few within the pale of the national church are 
beginning to feel that they are not where they 
ought to be; and were more devoted and 
faithful labourers planted in Germany, the 
churches would, by the divine blessing, be 
greatly increased, 


As it respects liberty of conscience, I 
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found, so far as my information extended, that 
the crowned heads of Europe generally, and 
not a few of the ministers of state, would 
grant all the freedom our brethren could re- 
quire, but the clergy will not permit. Their 
system is dear unto taem, and the civil rulers 
cannot yet afford to want their influence. 
All circumstances eonspire to prove that a 
state church js essentially persecuting in its 
nature and tendency, and therefore ought the 
efforts and prayers of believers to be combined 


for the removal of that most powerful ob- 
| stacle to the advancement of the kingdom of 


Christ. 

Let us not cease to bear our brethren 
abroad on our spirits at the throne of grace, 
and pray that Jehovah may send down the 
good Spirit of light and life, that he may de- 
scend ‘like rain on the mown grass, and.as 
showers that water the earth.’ ‘Then the 
wilderness and the solitary place shall be 
glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose.” 


SWITZERLAND, 


A civil war has been raging in Switzerland, 
between parties, the triumph of neither of 
which could be contemplated with satisfaction. 


| Had the party which has been defeated 


proved victorions, the influence of the Jesuits 
would have been paramount; whereas the 


| infidel party who are at present in possession 


of supreme power are as hostile to evangelical 
religion as the Jesuits themselves. The 
council of state of one of the principal cantons, 
the Canton de Vaud, on the 24th of No- 
vember last, issued a decree prohibiting all 
dissenting worship. It will show how little 
the followers of Christ have to hope for from 
infidel declaimers against intolerance. 


Canton de Vaud. The Council of State. 

“ Considering that religious meetings, out of the 
pale of religious worship guaranteed by the consti- 
tution, or authorized by law, namely, meetings of the 
church called ‘Independent,’ continue to be the oc- 
casion of troubles and disorders : 


“Considering that under the difficult circumstances 
in which the constitution is at present placed, these 
disorders are the more serious, and may bring about 
future mischief (des malheurs) in consequence. 


_ “Considering that in the localities where the meet- 
Ings In question have been prohibited by special 
decrees they haye, nevertheless, continued, and that 
the pastors and ministers who have resigned their 
pastoral functions (dé nissionaires,) and others haye, 


in contempt of those decrees, persisted in officiating 
at these meetings : 


“Seeing the complaints that have reached the 
Council of State from different parts of the Canton 
against these meetings, which are under the direction 
principally of the said (démissionaizes) pastors and 


ministers, meetings which haye seriously compro- 
mised public tranquillity : 


Considering that the executive authority is 
charged by the constitution and the law with the 
maintenance of public order ; 
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“Seeing, also, that the extraordinary powers 
which have been conferred on the Council of State 
by the decree of the 5th February, 1847, under 
Article 1, viz., ‘The Council of State is invested 
-with all the powers necessary to put a s‘op to the 
assemblies or religious meetings of worship not re- 
cognized by the constitution or the law, which may 
be the cause of trouble, or whose existence may run 
the risk of seriously compromising public order :’ 


“Bearing in mind that the Council of State is 
authorized, by the powers which have been conferred 
on them, to take such steps as the circumstances 
may require in inflicting penalties : 


“ Taking into proper consideration public opinion, 
and seeing the urgent necessity of fixing a limit to 
disorders constantly recurring, and which threaten 
to assume a character alarming for public order and 
general security : 


“ Decree as follows :— 


“Art. 1 All religious meetings without the pale 
of the national church, and not authorized by the 
law, are, from this day and until further orders, pro- 
hibited in the Canton. 


“Art. 2. In case of disobedience or resistance to 
the prohibition of Art. 1, the meeting therein men- 
tioned shall be dissolved, and the persons who shall 
have resisted the authorities shall be brought before 
the courts of law, to be punished in conformity with 
the penal code. 


“Art. 3. The said (démissionaires) pastors and 
ministers, or others who shall have officiated at 
these meetings, shall be sent back to their respective 
parishes, if not already settled there. 


“Art. 4. If amongst the persons mentioned in 
Art. 3, as officiating in the prohibited meetings, 
there should be any foreigners not belonging to the 
Canton, they shall be immediately expelled the 
Canton. 


“ Art. 5. The order for sending back shall be given 
by the Council of State, upon a report of the local 
authorities and of the mayor. 


“ Art. 6. The mayors and the municipalities are 
charged with the execution of the present decree, 
which shall be printed, published, and officially 
notified.” 


British Christians of every class will doubt- 
less feel indignant at this outrage on the rights 
of conscience by men who represent them- 
selves as the friends of universal liberty. The 
committee of the Southern Division of the 
British Organization in connexion with the 
Evangelical Alliance have already addressed 
the pastors and members of evangelical pro- 
testant churches in the Canton, expressing 
theirsympathy with them, and saying, “ While 
disclaiming all intention to interfere with 
political measures, we embrace the first op- 
portunity afforded us since the publication of 
that decree, to record our astonishment and 
profound regret that a government, professing 
to be based on a just recognition of human 
rights, should show themselves so unmindful of 
those which are the most sacred of all—the 
rights of conscience, as to persecute the lovers 
of truth, and peace, and charity, the obedient 
followers of Him who was ‘meek and lowly in 
heart.’ In this sentiment we feel persuaded, 
not only all the members of the Evangelical 
Alliance, but all Christians in this and other 
lands, who, in common With them, solemnly 
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avow ‘the right and duty of private judg- 
ment in the interpretation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures,’ will unanimously concur; while all 
enlightened men will deprecate the tyranny 
which aims to crush the freedom of soul with 
which it is the birthright of every human 
being to worship God.” 

The General Body of Dissenting Ministers 
residing in and near the cities of London and 
Westminster has also been summoned to take 
the subject into consideration, and adopt 
such measures as may seem advisable. 


‘ 


NEW CHAPEL. 
PORTSEA. 


On the site on which baptists of successive 
generations have been accustomed to assemble 
for worship in Portsea, and known as Meeting- 
house-alley, a commodious and elegant struc- 
ture has been erected in the gothic style, 
which was publicly opened on the 29th of 
September, The Rev. C.Birt, M.A.of Wantage, 
formerly pastor of the church assembling 
there, preached in the morning of the day, 
and the Rev. Dr. Morison of Chelsea in the 
evening. A great number of neighbouring 
baptist and independent ministers took part 
in the devotional services. The collections 
thenandon the following Lord’s day amounted 
to £157, and £140 were promised condi- 
tionally towards the discharge of the remain- 
ing obligations. The building will accommo- 
date about a thousand persons. The present 
pastor of the church is the Rev. Charles Room. 


NEW CHURCH. 
CLIFTON, BRISTOL. 


On sabbath afternoon, Noy. 21, an in- 
teresting service was held at Buckingham 
chapel, Clifton, for the purpose of forming a 
new church in connexion with the baptist 
denomination. The Rey. T. S. Crisp pre- 
sided, and after an introductory address gave 
the right hand of fellowship to the members 
constituting the new church, and who had 
been honourably dismissed for this purpose 
from the churches at King-street and Coun- 
terslip. The chapel was filled to overflow- 
ing, about 400 members of other churches, 
baptist and independent, manifesting their 
fraternal regard by sitting down at the Lord’s 
table on this occasion, The Rey. Mr. Stovel 
of London, and the Rey. Messrs. Davis and 
Fuller of Bristol, took part in the service. 
Appropriate sermons were preached in the 
morning and evening of the day by Rev. C. 
Stovel. 


ORDINATIONS. 
PRESTON. 


Mr. William Walters of Horton College, 
Yorkshire, has accepted the cordial and 
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unanimous invitation of the baptist church 
and congregation ° worshipping in Leeming 
Street Chapel, Preston, Lancashire, and he 
will enter upon his stated labours in that 
large and populous town, the first sabbath in 
the new year. 


_ 


SALFORD. 
The Rev. Henry Dunckley, B.A. of 
Warwick, has accepted the invitation to be- 
come the pastor of the baptist church, Great 
George-street, Salford, and is expected to 
commence his stated labours there on the 
completion ef his studies at the Glasgow 
University, in May next. 


RECENT DEATHS. 


MRS. SAUNDERS. 


Died at Barton Mills, Suffolk, Sept. 22nd, 
1847, in the 83rd year of her age, Mrs. 
Saunders, widow of the late Rev. Robert 
Saunders. She was one of nine who were 
baptized and organized into a church at the 
formation of the baptist interest at Barton 


Mills, on the 2nd of May, 1811, and she | 


sustained a consistent and honourable mem- 
bership till the day of her death. Her funeral 


took place Sept. 22nd, and was attended by | 
a long train of relatives and Christian friends; | 


when a sermon was preached onthe oecasion, | is surely an instance of benevolence: more 
“ 


by Mr. R. Tubbs, of Ashdon, Essex, from 
the words, “I heard a voice from heaven 
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord,” The intimate con- 
nexion of the deceased with that venerable 
man who was the chief agent, under God, in 
the origination of the cause at Barton Mills, 
and who for so many years sustained, with 
Christian fidelity the pastoral office, entitles 
her name to be recorded in these memorials 
of the saints, 


MRS, FRYER, 


Died on Tuesday, Nov. 31st, at Kings- 
bridge, Devon, Mrs. Fryer, aged 33, a useful 
and consistent member of the baptist church 
in that town. Her end was peace. 


MRS, SARAH MARIA HOBSON, 


The lady whose name heads these lines, was 
the only daughter of Mr. Henry Gamble, 
whose decease was inserted in the Number 
of this magazine immediately preceding the 
present. The family, when complete, con- 
sisted of four persons, father and mother, son 
and daughter. Within a month it has been 
reduced one half: father and daughter have 
been called hence; mother and son only 
remain. 
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Mrs. Hobson, who departed this life on the 
9th of December, 1847, aged only twenty- 
six years, was the wife of the Rev. Jesse 
Hobson, pastor of the baptist church, High 
Wycombe, by whom she had three children, 
all surviving her, and the youngest but four 
months old. Her constitution was not robust; 
but there is reason to attribute her death, 
proximately, to cold caught in discharging the 
offices of filial piety at her father’s death-bed; 
from which she had no sooner withdrawn to 
her residence at High Wycombe, than she was 
seized with the illness which has so speedily 
come to a fatal termination. From the time 
when it assumed a dangerous character, she 
was attended not only by her sorrowing hus- 
band, but also by her widowed mother; and 
her brother, the Rev. H. J. Gamble, was like- 
wise present at the closing scene. 

For some years before her marriage, Mrs. 
Hobson had been a member of the baptist 
church at Hackney, in which her father held 
office. Her piety was simple and unostenta- 
tious ; and she took delight in the religious 
instruction of the children of the poor. Her 
name deserves to be held in honourable re- 
membrance as the foundress, and, till her last 
short illness, the indefatigable conductress, of 
the first school instituted for the education of 
the daughters of Christian ministers of all 
evangelical denominations. To find a*young 
and delicate mother applying herself with so 
much zeal and intelligence to an object 
involving a vast amount of labour and anxiety, 


worthy of imperishable record than many 
of the deeds that have been emblazoned in 
history. How near this successful creation of 
Mrs. Hobson’s beneficent ingenuity lay to her 
heart, the writer of this brief testimony can 
bear witness: the welfare of its inmates, and 
of the numerous candidates for admission, 
seemed to be the only subject which had 
power to divide her attention with her dying 
father. Speaking of her interesting charge, 
she observed to the writer, that, seeing how 
uncertain health and life were, it behoved us, 
while they remained, to be doing all we 
could for the glory of God and the benefit of 
our fellow creatures. Of one who, acting in 
this spirit, disregarded her own delicacy of con- 
stitution, and, superadding to her maternal 
cares the tuition and matronal superintend- 
ence of the children of others, fell into an 
early grave in the midst of these self-denying 
labours, may we not emphatically say: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord! 
Yea, saith the Spirit ; for they rest from their 
labours, and their works do follow them 2” 


MISS M. B, MEREDITH. 
On Wednesday, the 22nd December, aged 


twenty years, Miss Martha Bult Meredith, | 


third daughter of John Meredith, Esq., Lam- 
beth Road, She fell asleep in Youn : 


Ae 
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MISCELLANEA. 
~ COLLISION BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE. 


__ Events have taken place within the last 
few weeks of which it is incumbent upon us to 
give ourreaders some account, thatthey may be 
prepared to understand the merits of a strug- 
gle which may probably produce consequences 
of vast importance. Lord Jobn Russell, as 
prime minister, has nominated a man to a 
vacant bishopric, who appears to be too-good 
for the office. Dr. Hampden who was ap- 
pointed Regius Professor at Oxford by Lord 
Melbourne about eleven years ago, had then 
to encounter a furious opposition, in which 
Dr. Pusey and Mr. Newman, now an avowed 
Romanist, were leaders, on pretence that his 
opinions were unsound, especially in refer- 
ence to the authority ef the church, the 
standard of truth, and the manner in which 
some articles of faith should be discussed. 
Their allegations, combined with strong 
political feeling, induced the eonvocation at 
Oxford to condemn some of Dr. Hamnpden’s 
writings, and deprive him of some of the 
official honours which Regius Professors are 
accustomed to enjoy. Lord John Rus- 
sell has now, however, nominated him to the 
bishopric of Hereford ; and a violent outcry 
has been raised. Thirteen bishops have 
united in remonstrating against his appoint- 
ment. The premier has replied with dignity 
and firmness. The queen has issued her 
Congé d’Elire, which is a virtual command 
to the Dean and Chapter of Hereford, en- 
joining Dr. Hampden’s appointment. The 
Dean and Chapter hesitate—beg for the 
adoption of courses which will delay if not 
frustrate the arrangement—and put off the 
election to the last day allowed by law, the 
28th of December. If they do not then act 
in accordance with the queen’s recommenda- 
tion, they will incur the tremendous penalties 
of the statute of premunire. What will 
then be done, at the time at which we write 
remains to be seen, but our readers will like 
to see Dr. Hampden’s own language in refer- 
ence to several important points, as it ap- 
pears in a letter which he addressed to the 
premier, on the 9th of December, from 
which we extract the following passages :-—— 


“Let methen I would say, my Lord, be instructed 
and encouraged, by those and other like examples, 
to submit with patience to His will, who, in the 
mystery of his providence, has appointed for good 
that I, humble servant of his as I am, should pass 
through this ordeal of ealumny. What is most 
afflicting in it is, that I am accused of detracting 
from his glory and the infinite merits of his blessed 
atonement. He knows, however, that I have not 
done so. Iam solaced and strengthened with this 
thought. I hope, therefore, calmly to address myself 
to the objections which my importunate adversaries, 
with all the vehemence of an electioncering contest, 
are recklessly throwing out against me. Let me 
endeavour to silence that conflict of feelings within 
my own heart which so unmerited and so base a 
charge naturally excites. 

“First, then, my Lord, I most solemnly deny the 
scandalous imputation. Asan honest man I say I 
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do not, and never did for one moment of my life, in 
thought or word, hold or maintain any other doc- 
trine respecting our Lord’s most holy person and his 
blessed work of redemption, than that which is 
plainly set forth from scripture in the articles and 
formularies of our church. I hold, too, and have 
ever held most firmly, the full doctrine of the 
holy Trinity, as stated on the same authority in 
the same documents of the church. Neath? Cl 

“But my Lord, whilst I fully believe that there is 
but one ‘catholic faith, I am not required by this 
persuasion to treat disrespectfully or uncharitably 
all that differ from us, or that conscientiously de- 
clare that they, for their part, cannot learn that 
faith from the bible. I would do nothing to en- 
courage dissent from the church. ‘It grieves me 
whenever I see it. But at the same time, I am 
for a full toleration, if dissent be only open and 
avowed; a toleration, that is, extending not only 
to the grant of civil privileges to dissenters, but to 
the equitable and kind consideration of their state- 
ments and arguments, as well as of their feelings. 
I would try to win them over—I would not exas- 
perate them. I would net presume to surrender 
God’s truth, which is not mine to give away, or 
to eall error and falsehood by the sacred name of 
truth. But as for candid and indulgent considera- 
tion for the persons of those who are in error, this 
is in every man’s power, and is every Christian man’s 
bounden duty to give. This, then, I would not 
withhold even from those who haye departed the 
furthest from the true faith . . . . 

“T have insisted, indeed, my Lord, constantly 
on the supremacy of scripture as our rule of faith; 
and what consistent member of the church of Eng- 
land does not? But this very assertion of the 
supremacy of scripture has been taken up invi- 
diously by some, as if I rejected altogether the 
authority of the church, and undervalued its im- 
portanee as a visible institution of Christ’s religion. 
This, however, cannot by any means be justly said 
of me. I have ever taught that a deferential respect 
to the authority of the church, as it is laid down 
and explained in the formularies of our church, 
was most incumbent on Christians, though certainly 
not that high and transcendent respect which is 
due to the inspired word alone. But the fact is, 
that many of those who are now objecting to me 
will be satisfied with no view on this subject 
which is not virtually the same as that of Rome,— 
ascribing to the church not only an authority of 
order, such as is claimed in our articles, but an 
absolute authority for propounding matters of faith, 
and requiring its decisions to be received with 
unquestioning submission by its members. The 
church, in their view, is not simply ‘the witness 
and keeper of holy writ,’ but the depesitory of 
revealed truth, the authoritative interpreter of scrip- 
ture, without which scripture is conceived by them 
to speak an uncertain sense. 

“ But what is this but to suppose that the church 
is endued with an infallible authority? For, unless 
it can pronounce infallibly, how ean the Christian 
be required to receive its decisions as divine truths 
obligatory on his faith ? 

“This notion, however, of chureh authority will 
be found to be the root of the objections of this 
class of theologians to the teaching of all who 
require that all doctrines should be drawn from the 
scriptures. With them the reference to scripture 
is an ‘heretical principle,’ because it holds up the 
authority of scripture over that of the church in 
all questions of doctrine. Hence that animosity 
against all who thus establish the articles of faith, 
and their unchecked boldness in repeating charges 
of heresy against any confession of faith, however 
sound in itself, which claims to be simply scriptural 
in its authority. A person in their view 1s no 
believer, who does not hold their ‘ church principles, 
—that is, who does not build his faith on the 
church in their sense.” 


We have been favoured with a sight of an 


able article on this subject, which will appear 
in the Oxford Protestant Magazine for Jan- 
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uary—a work which has peculiar access to 
information respecting tractarian movements, 
and which every one who desires to trace 
those movements to their source and under- 
stand their bearings should read. This article, 
after giving a history of the case, and de- 
scribing the parties who have been most 
active in decrying Dr, Hampden, adds, “ One 
other fact remains: the bishops, following 
the suggestions of the tractarians, intimate in 
their letter, that the relations between the 
clergy and the state may be disturbed by 
the nomination of Dr. Hampden. A very 
large subject is here opened; but we now give 
only a single fact; the tractarians pretend, 
and the bishops seem to intimate, that this 
nomination is the occasion of a feeling in the 
minds of the clergy against the union of 
church and state. Now we proclaim the fact, 
and we appeal to Mr. W. Palmer,—as the 
least disingenuous of the first tractarians,—in 
confirmation of our statement, that one of the 
articles of their original constitution—one of 
the objects they first proposed to themselves, 
was, The repeal of the union of the church 
with the state. This was essential to their 
system, and inseparable from it. On ‘ church 
principles,’ the church mus? be over the state. 
This new thing, then, of the tractarians and 
the bishops was part of the original con- 
spiracy; and has never been lost sight of for 
a moment, though reserved, by agreement, on 
the ground of expediency.” 

In these circumstances, The Record is of 
course full of anxiety. Its much-loved union 
of church and state is at length in danger! 
Parliament, pious and enlightened as it has 
been—an assembly replete with spiritual 
discernment — may degenerate alas !— may 
become such that it cannot be safely trusted 
to provide for the religious interests of the 
community! ‘This new state of things,” 
observes the Record, “ clearly constitutes a 
new peril to the chureh of this country, 
While the dissenters urge her severance from 
the state, on the ground of the inability and 
incompetence of the state to deal with re- 
ligion, the tractarians are glad to help forward 
a design which seems to promise a free and 
independent church, acting in synod, framing 
canons, and expelling all impugners of bap- 
tismal regeneration: and the minister, not 
meaning to join with either the dissenter or 
the tractarian, practically co-operates with 
both, by introducing so much liberalism into 
the legislature, as may, one day, render it 
palpably unfit for dealing with any religious 
question.” 


SPALDWICK, HUNTS. 


The foundation of this new chapel, forty- 
three feet by thirty inside, was laid in June, 
1846; and an account of it was presented 
to the readers of this Magazine in the fol- 
lowing month. In December following it 
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was opened for public worship, and on the 
anniversary of that event, Dec. 2, 1847, a 
meeting was held for thanksgiving to the 
God who “multiplies the silver and the 
gold,” for the delightful success with which 
he had crowned the efforts of the church 
and congregation, A statement was made 
by Mr. R. Edmonds the pastor, that the en- 
tire cost of the building, including all 
necessary improvements to the premises, 
£652 10s., had been raised by the zealous 
co-operation of all interested in the under- 
taking, and that the bills of the various 
workmen employed, had been all discharged ; 
so that their beautiful house of prayer was 
now a free, unburdened inheritance for them 
and their heirs for ever. 


LONDON MATERNAL ASSOCIATION. 


The subjects for conference for the ensuing 
year at the meetings held in the vestry of 
New Broad Street Chapel, Bishopsgate, 
which are open to ladies from the country, 
and the wives of missionaries, beginning at 
half-past eleven o’clock, are as follow :— 


Wednesday, January 12th. Address to 
children, by Rev. T. James. 

Wednesday, February 16th. What is im- 
plied in the command to Abraham, Gen. xvii. 
1, “ Walk before me and be thou perfect 2” 
compared with Gen. xviii. 19. 

Wednesday, March 15th. What are the 
most certain indications of piety in early life, 
and how should religious parents conduct 
themselves towards children who are con- 
sidered to be hopeful 2 

Wednesday, April 19th. What are the 
chief points to be observed in early training, 
so as to lay a good foundation for a large 
sees of usefulness and happiness in after 
ife ? 

Wednesday, May 17th. What are we to 
understand by the expression, “ Of such is 
the kingdom of heaven 2” 

Wednesday, June 21st. How to impress 
upon children, from five to ten years of age, 
the importance and the value of improving 
time ? 

Wednesday, August 16th. The limit to be 
observed with regard to the extent of anxiety 
for the temporal welfare of our children; and 
the best preservative against excess. 

Wednesday, September 20th. In referring 
to the perilous times alluded to by the apostle 
Paul, are there any characteristics which de- 
mand special attention from Christian parents ? 

Wednesday, October 18th. In what way 
can we as wives and mothers best promote the 
revival of piety in the church ? 

Wednesday, November 15th. How maya 
mother overcome the irritability of temper so 
apt to be excited by the ill behaviour of her 
children ? 


Wednesday, December 20th. What re- 
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creations may be considered innocent and 
beneficial, and what diversions should be 
avoided ? 

Resignation. The Rey. W. Gough, who 


4] 


has been nearly eight years pastor of the baptist 
church at Wythall Heath, King’s Norton, 
Worcestershire, has resigned his charge. 
He is at present disengaged. 
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THE PROTESTANT UNION, 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My pear S1r,— Your magazine is one of 
my regular periodicals ; but [ have only just 
stumbled on page 813 in the Supplement. 
I am obliged by your notice of the Protestant 
Union. But permit me to say that the state- 
ment, very unintentionally Iam sure, conveys 
an erroneous impression. The income for 
the year ending April 30, 1846, is put down 
at £1977 lls. 6d., which is correct, the 
person who prepared it having properly de- 
ducted the balance in hand at the commence- 
ment of the year. The expenditure is stated 
as £1959 4s. 10d., the balance being again 
deducted, which is so far correct. Butina 
general statement, showing the actual ex- 
penditure as compared with the receipts, 
there should be another deduction of £965 5s., 
being the cost of £1000 consols. purchased in 
the course of the year, and thus showing the 
actual expenditure to be £993 19s. 10d., and 
leaving a balance in favour of the receipts of 
£983 lls. 8d. instead of £18 6s. 8d.; the 
one account showing a state of great pros- 
perity, the other barely a state of solvency. 
The number of members is said to be sixteen, 
it should be 164; perhaps the 4 dropped out 
of the form. 

The receipts for the year ending April 30, 
1847, were £2004 10s. 1ld., and the ex- 
penditure, including several extraordinary 
items, among which is the sum of £692 Is. 8d. 
paid to orphans, was £1741 12s. 8d., still 
leaving a balance on the year in favour of 
the receipts of £262 18s. 3d. £700 consols. 
have just been added to the stock, so that the 
dividends are now £768, which will still be 
increased before the close of one year. 

At a recent meeting of the board the 
Baptist Magazine was placed in the list of 
publications for advertisements in the ensuing 
months. If you will kindly rectify the mis- 
take 1 have pointed out in January, I will 
take that month for the advertisement ii: tended 
for your magazine, and you can, if you think 
proper, refer to it. I enclose a copy of our 
last report, and trusting you will excuse my 
troubling you so much at length, 

I am, my dear sir, 
Yours cordially, 
Joun Hunt. 
Brivton Rise, Dec. 10, 1847. 
VOL, XJ.— FOURTH SERIES. 


THE OPIUM ABOMINATIONs+ 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My pear Sir,—Permit me through your 
pages to direct the attention of your readers 
to the evils of the cultivation and smuggling 
of opium in India and China. This is a sub- 
ject in which you have long cherished a deep 
interest, and I have now before me your 
valuable piece, “ What can be done to sup- 
press the opium trade.” 1840. How pun- 
gent is the language of a Chinese minister to 
Sir H. Pottinger in July, 1842! “ We have 
been united by a friendly commercial inter- 
course for two hundred years. How then 
are our old relations so suddenly changed as 
to be the cause of a national quarrel? It 
arose most assuredly from the spreading 
opium poison! Opium is neither pulse nor 
grain, yet multitudes of our Chinese subjects 
consume it, wasting their property and de- 
stroying their lives ; and the calamities arising 
from it are unutterable ! How is it possible 
to refrain from forbidding our people to use 
it ?’* Commissioner Lin declared, ‘ were 
we to push our investigation to the fullest ex- 
tent, we should find thit opium constitutes 
the common sink of almost all iniquity.” 

It is very painful to every philanthropic 
mind, to think that this evil appears to in- 
crease, and without some very effective 
remonstrance from the mother country, may 
continue to increase to a most awful and 
deadly extent. The “Friend of India,” 
Oct. 7, 1847, hasa short editorial article upon 
the subject, entitled, “ The opium sales of 
the ensuing September.” A notification in 
the “ Calcutta Gazette,” Sept. 27, announces 
the arrangements for the opium sales of the 
ensuing year. The plan of monthly sales 
has been found so beneficia] in excluding a 
spirit of gambling, that it has been further 
extended, and this present notice fixes 
the number of sales at eleven, at each 
of which about 2,610 chests were brought 
forward and exposed for sale. The supply 
of the year has been increased from 
22,000 to 28,705 chests! Government has 
eyidently adopted the opinion, that the em- 
pire of China is capable of taking a larger 


* “Voice from China and India,” on the evils of 
the cultivation and smuggling of opium. Harvey 
and Co. Gracechurch-street, p 65. 
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quantity than has hitherto been exported, 
and the supply of the season has been in- 
creased “nearly one-third, or 6,000 chests iy 
This augmentation will produce the effect of 
diminishing the selling price ; but even if it 
should fall to 1,050 rupees the chest, the 
aggregate return of the year will equal three 
millions sterling, of which two millions may 
be considered clear profit. If it should be 
discovered that the increase of the invest- 
ment, by more than one-third, does not affect 
the price of the drug to an injurious extent, 
it is not improbable that the government 
may be tempted to make a further and 
gradual increase to 40,000 or 50,000 chests. 
If we add the revenue derived from Malacca 
opium atBombay,the net income of 1548 from 
this single source will probably be £2,500,000. 
The increase of the supply of this drug, 
will doubtless ‘sharpen the sensibilities of 
those in our native land, who have pledged 
themselves to demolish the monopoly, in the 
the hope that they would extinguish the 
trade;’ but the progressive magnitude of the 
revenue derived from this article will in an 
equal degree increase the reluctance of those 
who are charged with the responsibilities of 
the administration, to cripple the operations 
of government, by relinquishing so large a 
source of income.” 

It is impossible to reflect upon these state- 
ments without deep regret. Truly it is writ- 
ten, “the love of money is the root of all 
evil.’ And are myriads to be destroyed in 
China for the sake of the revenue of India? 


Might not that revenue be derived from a | 


less exceptionable source 2? As Mr. Brother- 


ton justly observed in the debate, “he could” 


not see how the opium trade could be con- 


sidered as any other than as a great moral | 


evil. What right had the East India Com- 
pany, or any other body, to spread a poison 
amongst a people which was calculated to 
produce disease and immorality, crime and 
death. As Mr. Fox said, ‘ what is morally 
wrong can never be politically right.”” Where 
is the caustic pen of the “ Friend of India,” 
to write so coolly upon the increase of this 
monster evil? I entreat him not thus to 
tremble before this giant abomination. 

What an almost insuperable obstacle does 
this state of things present to the progress of 
the gospel in China. The following extract 
speaks volumes :* ‘ Our own vessel, though 
not engaged in the opium trade, carried 750 
chests of opium as a part of her freight, 
which were discharged on board one of the 
receiving ships at Woosung. My Chinese 
boy more than once on the voyage asked me 
whether I knew that there was opium on 
board, and what I should say to the Chinese, 
if after hearing me speak about Ye sco ta’onle, 
* Jesus’ doctrine,” they should ask, “ why I 
had come in a ship that brought opium, of 
which so many of his countrymen) ate and 
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perished."* The question will naturally 
arise,—what can be done to abate and re- 
move this evil pregnant with poverty, misery, 
and death? Is there not a great want of 
information upon the nature and extent of 
this abomination, and the responsibility of 
the true friends of India and China? Would 
not lectures in our principal cities and towns 
do much good? Surely 50, or 100, or 500 
petitions to parliament during the present 
session might be easily promoted and the 
evil thus pressed upon the attention of the 
legislature. 

“ Whose heart is trembling for the ark 

And for his country dear ?”’ 

Sir G. Staunton in the debate upon the 
opium question, April 4, 1843, declared, “ if 
there had been no opium, there had been no 
war! Withdraw your bounties from the 
cultivation, and your protection from the 
trade, and you will find that both the one 
and the other will soon subside within in- 
noxious limits.” Haste happy day ! 

Yours very truly, 
James Praes. 
Burton-on-Trent, Dec. 9, 1847. 


ON THE WEEKLY OBSERVANCE OF THE LORD'S 
SUPPER. 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sirn,—May I call theattention of your 
readers to one of the resolutions of the West- 
ern Association recorded in your December 
number, “that the churches of the associa- 
tion be requested to consider the propriety of 


| adopting the practice of weekly communion 


at the table of the Lord,’ and _ entreat 
their candid consideration of the following 
pertinent observations of the late Dr. Carson ? 

“A church, in its meetings for its own 
edification, ought to have constantly in view 
the conversion of sinners. It is necessary 
that churches be taught all things that Jesus 
has commanded, All the doctrines, and 
laws, and ceremonies of the house of God 
are to have due attention in their proper 
places. But it ought never to be forgotten, 
in any meeting of the saints that the gospel, 
in one way or other should be exhibited 
for the salvation of those who have not 
yet believed. Without this how can sinners 
be brought to a knowledge of the truth! 
How can we be clear of their blood, if we 
allow them to depart without showing them 
the way of the remission of sins. To-day I 
may be discoursing of some duty or ordi- 
nance of Christ. Let me then keep to my 
subject. But if in some part of the sermon 
I cannot find an opening to tell sinners the 
way to heaven, I am but a bungling work- 
man. Why is a church called the pil- 


E meee Narrative of a visit to China, 1844, 
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lar of the truth, if it is nota finger-board, 
constantly pointing to heaven ? ‘ Refuge, re- 
fuge,’ ought to be so plainly inscribed on it, 
that he that runs may read. In this view 
there is an admirable wisdom in the appoint- 
ment of Jesus in the observance of the 
Lord’s supper every first day of the week. 
In this ordinance, ‘Jesus Christ is evidently 
set forth as crucified for us.’ Here the gos- 
pel is presented to the eyes as well as to the 
ears ; would it be any loss to them, if all the 
churches of Christ were to return to this 
primitive practice ? 

“Tf achurch of Christ is thoroughly alive 
and active, the gospel will sound out from it 
even among those who have never been pre- 
sent at its meetings. Many will be brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, and die in the 
faith of the Lord Jesus who will never be 
united with the church on earth. We ought 
to be careful, then, that while we are not 
ashamed of any part of the will of God, 
nor backward to teach it on proper occasions, 
the truth that saves the soul be the chief 
object of our zeal. The most scriptural 
order will not profit, without a clear and 
pure gospel. Let us aim to be more dis- 
tinguished. for our profound views of truth, 
than for zeal for our own peculiarities how- 
ever scriptural they may be. Our finger 
should ever point to the new and living way 
into the presence of God through the blood 
of his dear Son. This is the only thing that 
can ever make true converts.” 

The value of this extract from Dr. Car- 
son’s jubilee sermon will excuse its length, 
as an extract, and its length will be a suffi- 
cient reason for my saying no*more, than 
that, as many brethren and churches are 
directing their attention to this subject, such 
a testimony, from one who for nearly forty 
years was committed to the teaching and 
practice of what he here commends to “all 
the churches of Christ’? is deserving of a 
candid consideration. Above all, the com- 
mand of our Lord should meet, in all the 
churches, a prompt and cheerful obedience. 

I am, dear sir, yours very truly, 
Spencer Murcu. 


PRIVATIONS OF MINISTERS’ WIDOWS. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear S1r,—Your devoting a few lines of 
the December Magazine to give an insight 
into the privations of ministers’ widows will, 
I hope, be found of advantage in 1848 ; and 
possibly the information may do good in 
more ways than one. 

A lady, a. member of our church, and 
accustomed to do good by purchasing 
articles and conyerting them into clothing, 
mentioned to me that in some cases, accord- 
ing to her own knowledge, a minister’s widow 
would hail some little kindness in that way, 
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if a number of ladies were to become of one 
mind in giving energy to a plan that would 
be sufficiently elevated in its object to meet 
the truly respectable character of those who 
once shared the joys and sorrows of men en- 
gaged in the most honourable work under 
the sun. 

Being therefore unwilling that the hint 
should be lost, I forward it, and leave it in 
your hands. 

I am, yours very respectfully, 
Joun FREEMAN. 

P.S. The lady I refer to adds in a _post- 
script, “I should with much pleasure send 
my mite.” 

Maryland Point, Stratford, Essex, 

Dec. 7, 1847. 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 


« A Young Man” asks, “Is any credit to be 
“ given to statements which I have heard that 
“the eastern shepherds name their sheep, and 
“ that the sheep know their names; to which it 
“ has been supposed that the Lord Jesus alludes 
“ in several parts of the tenth chapter of John?” 


The fact is fully established by the testi- 
mony of many travellers; but in the “ Re- 
searches in Greece and the Levant,” by the 
Rey, John Hartley, there is a passage illus- 
trating the subject so beautifully that we 
cannot refrain from quoting it. Mr. Hartley 
says, “ Having had my attention directed last 
night to the words, John x. 3, ‘The sheep 
hear his voice and he calleth his own sheep 
by name,’ &c. I asked my man if it was 
usual in Greece to give names to the sheep. 
He informed me that it was, and that the 
sheep obeyed the shepherd when he called 
them by their names, This morning I had 
an opportunity of verifying the truth of this 
remark. Passing by a flock of sheep, I 
asked the shepherd the same question which 
I had put to my servant, and he gave me the 
same answer. I then bade him to call one 
of his sheep. He did so, and it instantly left 
its pasturage and its companions, and ran up 
to the hand of the shepherd with signs of 
pleasure, and with a prompt obedience which 
I had never before observed in any other 
animal. It is also true of the sheep in this 
country that ‘a stranger will they not follow, 
but will flee from him, for they know not the 
voice of strangers.’ The shepherd told me 
that many of his sheep were still wi/d ; that 
they had not yet learned their names ; but 
that by teaching they would all learn them. 
The others which knew their names, he called 
tame.” Mr. Hartley adds, “How natural an 
application to the state of the human race 
does this description of the sheep admit of ! 
The good Shepherd laid down his life for the 
sheep, but many of them are still wild; they 
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know not his voice. Others have learned to 
obey his call, and to follow him, and we re- 
joice to think that even to those not yet in 
his fold the words are applicable: ‘ Them 
also I must bring ; and they shall hear my 
voice, and there shall be one fold and one 
shepherd.’ ”—Ep, 


“ What is the right name of the popular his- 
“torian of the Reformation? Jn some con- 
“ nexions he is called D’Aubigné, in others Dr. 


“Merle, I should be glad to know which it is 
“ proper to follow.”— Omicron. 


We have no difficulty in answering this 


question, as the eloquent writer has himself | 


furnished the desired information. Ina note 
prefixed to his recent work entitled “ The 


served that in England he is frequently 
called Dr. d’Aubigné, takes the liberty of 
reminding his readers that his name is Merle 
@Aubigné; the latter appellation being as- 
sumed by his grandfather to prevent a name 
from becoming extinct which had deserved 
well of protestantism. As it proceeds from 
a matrimonial alliance, it is not sufficient of 
itself to designate the author.”—He signs 
himself J. H. Merle d’Aubigné. The title 
of doctor of divinity was conferred upon him 
some years ago by the College of Prince 
Town, New Jersey, United States, and more 
recently by the Theological Faculty of the 
University of Berlin.—Ep. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


The meeting of the General Body of Dis- 
senting Ministers in and near London, in 
reference to the persecutions in the Canton 
de Vaud, adverted to on page 37, was held 
on the 23rd of December. A series of reso- 
lutions on the subject were adopted, and it 
was agreed to memorialize the Secretary of 
State for the Foreign Department. 


In the list of the General Body in our 
Supplement last month, (page 820), the 
names of our brethren Russell and Fish- 
bourne were marked among those who are 
not yet members, but are to be returned as 
such to the Body at its next annual meeting, 
This was an oversight. Those brethren were 
both reported to the body at its last annual 
meeting, and therefore 1847 ought to have 
been affixed to their names, The editor dis- 
covered this with great regret, when it was 
too late to rectify it, and begs to apologize, 
the error having been his own, and no one 
else being in any degree to blame for it. 


It affords us great pleasure to learn from 
the communication of the Rev. John Hunt, 
Secretary of the Protestant Union, (page 
41), that the affairs of that society are ina 
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yet more prosperous state than the notice of 
it in our Supplement indicated. It is, we 
believe, a society of which it is quite desirable 
that those ministers should avail themselves 
whose income is sufficient to enable them to 
meet its requirements. 


A friend who takes a lively interest in the 
success of Mr. Wilshere’s labours at Athlone, 
suggests that it is desirable that it should be 
understood that though the station was for- 
merly under the patronage of the Baptist 
Trish Society, to which the chapel belongs, 
Mr. Wilshere is supported by the late Mr. 
Thomas Boyd’s trustees and executors, by 
whom also he was selected for the post. 


We have received a letter from Mr. Milli- 


| gan, pastor of the baptist church in Dublin, 


Protector,” he says, “ The author having ob- | alleging that he and the church under his 


care have been grieyously misrepresented in 
recent numbers of the “ Primitive Church 
Magazine,” and requesting permission to 
state the real facts in our pages. It may be 
due to Mr. Milligan to mention this; but he 
must excuse us, and others who have made 
simi'ar applications must also excuse us, if 
we decline entering upon the particulars of 
their cases. If we did it in one instance, we 
should naturally be expected to do it in 
others; and so many of the representations 
that are made in the Primitive Church Maga- 
zine are declared to be misrepresentations 
by persons to whom they relate, that we 
could not do this without making our own 
Magazine a vehicle for altercation and strife. 
It is our desire to promote harmony and 
unity in the baptist denomination : to admit 
such articles would frustrate our efforts. Any 
individual who thinks himself calumniated 
in the Primitive Church Magazine may now 
console himself with the reflection, that a 
great number of ministers and private Chris- 
tians have themselves experienced treatment in 
that work which leads them to withhold credit 
from eyery thing to the disadvantage of others 
that appears in it ; and that many respect- 
able brethren who adhere firmly to the prin- 
ciples which it professes to advocate, make 
no secret of their disapprobation of the man- 
ner in which it is conducted, 


Mr. Seacome Ellison has recalled our at- 
tention to his friend Mr. Reynoldson’s dis- 
claimer of certain sentiments respecting the 
necessity of immersion in order to salvation, 
which we published at his request in February 
last. Mr. Ellison has forwarded extracts, from 
which it will be seen, he says, that the differ- 
ences said to be between Mr. Reynoldson, the 
several churches, and himself, are more 
ideal than real. This notification will be 
sufficient for his purpose, we trust, and he 
will excuse our unwillingness to revive what 
is little more than a personal question, after 
it has been permitted to slumber ten months, 
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ARRIVAL OF MR. PAGE AT MADRAS. 


After a voyage of thirteen weeks, Mr. and Mrs. Page landed at Madras, rhe 
health, on the twenty-ninth of September. They were kindly receive : a 
when Mr. Page wrote a few days afterwards, he had been welcomed by a 
from different parts of the Presidency, bearing as many as fifty-eight signatures. - 
Twenty-three of these were from Secunderabad, where the 84th Regiment now is, 
about four hundred miles up the country, and others from Bangalore, Arnee, and 
other distant places. 


* CALCUTTA. 


In a letter dated Calcutta, October 7th, Mr. Thomas says, “ We haye had some 
ailments, but on the whole we have great cause for thankfulness. We are all alive 
and able to prosecute our respective labours. The news from the country 
stations is on the whole encouraging.” It appears, however, that the state of 


Mr. Robinson’s health is far from satisfactory, occasioning frequent interruptions 
to his work. Mr. Thomas adds— 


The time for the association is drawing, the brethren are likely to be laid aside from 
near, and several of our brethren are inquiring | labour from a failure of health. This is the 
about the means of coming to Calcutta for | case with Mr. Smylie, whose health, and that 
the purpose of attending it. I feel some per-j of his wife, have suffered so much that they 
plexity. ‘The expense will be considerable, | have been urged by the doctor to proceed to 
but in one or*two instances it will probably | the Hills. A visit to Calcutta may to some 
be in the end clear gain, as without a change | extent answer the same purpose, 


oe 
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Our brethren at this station persevere in their self-denying labours, not seeing 
much present success, but relying on the apostolic principle, “ In due season we 


shall reap if we faint not.” Mr. Parsons 


The general obduracy and levity so appa- 
rent among the heathen is very distressing to 
witness. We find many who stand and listen, 
and many who give a formal assent to what 
we say, as well as many who Oppose us by 
discussion, sneers, or abuse, but alas! we 
find none who appear to feel a sineere and 
personal interest in the great question, “ How 
can man be just with God?” Hence it is 
that they see no beauty or importance in the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God, and the 
most insigniticant objections or absurd doc- 
trines, which they have heard answered or 
exploded a hundred times over, are sufficient 
for them to urge as their reason for rejecting 
the invitations of divine grace. Our state. 
ments are declared to be false, our exhortations 
are replied to by scorn and jesting, our 
motives are impugned, and the dear name of 


our precious Redeemer is blasphemed, almost 


writes thus, September 29, 1847 :— 


every time we go to the bazar. These things 
make up the greatest part of our experience, 
in our chief work of preaching to the heathen, 
but these form but a dismal tale to transmit to 
you. Stull we would not complain or be 
weary in well-doing, Neither our duty nor 
the approbation of our Master depends on the 
measure of our present visible success. Our 
commission is, like the prophet’s, to make 
known the truth, whether men will hear, or 
whether they will forbear. And we cannot_ 
believe it will be always so. The seed we 
now sow seems to be hidden, lost, and for- 
gotten, but if we have only faith, patience, 
and fortitude to wait the Lord’s time, he may, 
and who can doubt but he will ? by the com- 
bined influence of his providence and his 
Spirit, cause the “ wilderness to become a 
fruitful field,” and then we, or our successors, 
will be compelled to admit, that the efforts 
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now made amidst discouragement and bar- 
renness, have not been in vain, but are plen- | 
_tifully rewarded. 

You have often heard, perhaps, that the | 
latter months of the rainy season are par- | 
ticularly trying to European constitutions. 
This year the season has been remarkably 
unhealthy, here as well as in Caleutta. Fevers 
have much prevailed. Many of our church 
and congregation have suffered, and some are 
still suffering; among the rest, our native 
brother, Nainsukh. I have to be truly grate- 
ful on my own behalf,and that of my beloved 
family. I had myself a short, but sharp, 
attack of fever, from which, by the Lord’s 
goodness, I soon recovered, and was only 
detained from labour one Lord’s day. My 
beloved wife has been quite exempt, and our 
dear child is now gathering strength, after a 
long and debilitating illness, first fever, then 
cough. O for gratitude and grace, that these 
undeserved mercies may bind my heart more | 
firmly to my Redeemer’s service ! 

It is since the date of my last that our dear 
brother Hurter returned from Calcutta with | 
his partner. He does not enjoy very good 
health, though generally sufficiently well to. 
engage in missionary labour. He has deter-| 
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mined to take up his abode in Bhagulpore, 
which is the course dear brother Lawrence 
and myself united to recommend to him when 
he wrote from Calcutta to ask our advice 
about his future proceedings. ‘To endeavour 
to reside near the hills is, in the judgment of 
all his friends, unwarrantably to endanger his 
life, and Bhagulpore, therefore, besides being 
itself an important field, affords the greatest 
facilities for intercourse with the hill men, 
not only those who are taken into the service 
of the Company as soldiers, who are a most 
unpromising set, but also very many who are 
continually coming down from the hills for 
various purposes. Some delay is occasioned 
in his removal by the difficulty of obtaining a 
small house to rent or purchase which would 
come within brother Hurter’s means. As 
brother Hurter, of course, wishes some native 
brother to be with him, I have proposed to 


|my Christian bearer, Bundhoo, to go, and he 


is willing to do so, He is of a peculiarly 
quiet, mild, and serious disposition, and very 
pleased to be engaged in making known the 
gospel, whether in addresses or conversation. 
For some time, I have frequently taken him 
with me to the bazar, and I hope he will prove 
a very suitable companion to brother Hurter. 


Mr. Lawrence’s letter is a fortnight later, October 12, 1847. , 


Several months have elapsed since I wrote 
last, during the greater part of which time, I 
am happy to say, the several members of our 
mission circle have been privileged to enjoy a 
goodly share of health. There have been 
some exceptions, however. Dear brother 
Parsons had an attack of bilious fever for 
several days in the middle of last month, but 
by a kind providence he was quickly restored, 
and is now quite wel]. During the greater 
part of last June I was prevented from atiend- 
ing to any employment by a severe inflamma- 
tion in my right eye. Unable to bear the 
Tight, I was compelled to keep myself confined 
in a dark room until the infammation was 
subdued. For a time I was fearful that I 
should not recover the sight of the inflamed 
eye, but I am thankful to say, that except a 
slight weakness, the sight is now as well as 
ever it was. My dear partner also has been 
suffering more than usual for the last month 
or two, but through the blessing of God on 
the remedies used, she is now feeling some- 


what better. Our native brother, Nainsukh, 
was prevented, by a fever, from engaging in 
his beloved employment of preaching the 
gospel to his countrymen for several weeks ; 
but through mercy he is now, I hope, in a 
fair way of recovery. ‘So that though we have 
not been without afflictions, still we have had 
to rejoice in more abundant mercies. 

With respect to the progress of our work, I 
have but little that is pleasing to communi- 


cate. For many months we have not been 
privileged to witness any conversions, or any 
very hopeful cases. Some of those members 
who at the beginning of the year gave us 
much anxiety and trouble by their unbe- 
coming conduct, and who were consequently 
suspended, have repented of their folly, and 
have been restored to the fellowship of the 
ehureh. But there are still several under 
church censure. Our congregations, as to 
number, have continued much the same for 
some months past, but the word preached 
seems to have produced little or no effect. 
A lamentable deadness in regard to spiritual 
things prevails. Unbelievers come to the 
house of God and listen to his word, but go 
away unimpressed, or at least unchanged. 
We visit the bazars, and preach the gospel to 
crowds of the heathen, bit are still constrained 
to ery, ‘ Who, hath believed our report? 
All our brethren have been engaged in their 
usnal labours, except when laid aside by sick- 
ness, with their accustomed zeal and diligence, 
but at present we see not the fruit. That dur 
feeble labours should be in vain is by no means 
surprising; they are at least most unworthy; 
but that the cause of God and truth should 
not progress, that no souls should be saved 
from such vast multitudes who are hastening 
on to eternal ruin, is sufficient cause for the 
most serious tceflections and deepest sorrows. 
The subject often presses heavily on my 
heart; but in the face of much that is painful 
H 2 
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and depressing, this conviction sustains me, 
the cause in which we are engaged is from 
Heaven, it is maintained by infinite wisdom 
and almighty power—it must therefore pre- 
vail. Though at present a gloomy night 
hangs over us, still there is hope that ere long 
the darkness will disappear, the day will 
dawn, and the clear shining of the sun will 
cheer and refresh us. : 

You probably remember that during the 
month of August, when the Ganges and 
other streams have overflowed their banks, 
and the country is flooded to a very consider- 
able extent, we are accustomed to visit the 
villages around us, as we are then likely to 
find the villagers at home and more at leisure 
to listen to our preaching. On the 29th July 
I left home in a small boat, accompanied by 
Sudin, our junior native preacher, and visited 
a number of villages to the north-east of 
Monghir. Some of the villages we had visited 
several times before, but in others of them we 
could not Jearn that a European missionary 
had ever been. In the former we met with a 
less friendly reception than in the latter. In 
some instances those who had frequently heard 
the gospel, showed much opposition and bit- 
terness of spirit : unwilling to hear themselves, 
they would do all in their power to prevent 
others from listening to us, Once or twice we 
were insulted, and ordered to leave the place. 
Such instances, however, were rare ; and by 
firmness and mild persuasion we generally 
prevailed, so far at least as to obtain a hear- 
ing from the crowds around us, to the no 
small vexation of our bitter opponents. In 
several places where, it is probable, the gospel | 
had not been preached before, and the people | 
were ignorant of our object, they regarded us 
with surprise and suspicion. Supposing us to 
be servants of the Company, they concluded 
that we went about the country giving away 
books and preaching because we were paid 
for so doing, just as any other servant would 
do; and they supposed our object was to per- 
suade ‘all the different sects’ of the country to 
become of one caste with Europeans. These 
persons would treat us with great deference, 
and sometimes appear very attentive, but 
understand nothing of what we said to them, 
In spite of all our endeavours to teach them 
the truth, and to explain our object, they 
would still retain their own opinions about 
us and our message. Although they would 
profess great respect, express much admira- 
tion of what was said to them, and declare 
they considered themselves highly favoured 
that we had visited them, we could perceive 
that they wanted not our instructions, and 
were glad when we left them, The brahmans 
were generally our greatest opponents ; the 
wealthy treated us and our message alike with 
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contempt, and seldom could we obtain a 
patient hearing from a rich zemindar. The 
poorest and the lowest of the people were so 
debased in mind as well as in outward estate, 
that it was arare case to find an individual 
who would venture to think for himself in 
reference to the concerns of religion. 
cultivators of the soil, not of the lowest class, 
and shopkeepers, were the people among 
whom we found the most encouragement. 
The most distressing apathy and indifference 
to religion were manifest amongst all classes; 
still there were some here and there who 
appeared better disposed than their neigh- 
bours. Wherever we went we obtained some 
hearers. In some of the villages large crowds 
both of men and women came to hear what 
new thing was proclaimed among them, and 
often our congregations would continue with 
us for several hours, until we were really 
tired of speaking. Very few attempted to 
defend idol-worship, and many we found who 
appeared much dissatisfied with the prevailing 
superstitions. Some there were who listened 
with much interest to the gospel message, and 
who seemed desirous of understanding it, 
Two or three cases were particularly encour- 
aging, in so far as that the parties seemed to 
obtain a clear understanding of what was said 
to them, were desirous of being better in- 
formed, requested portions of our scriptures, 
and promised to read them, and inform others 
also of their contents. Impressions of the 
right kind, it is hoped, were made on the 
minds of these persons, and though impres- 
sions are not conversions, yet by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit they may lead to it. Such at 
least is my hope and prayer. After spending 
nearly a month in the villages, we came to 
Bhagulpore, where there is no missionary 
(though, as you are probably aware, a chap- 
lain has been appointed to that station and to 
Monghir, by government, to officiate half the 
year at one station and half at the other), 
Here we spent six days, visiting the different 
bazars, and preaching among the natives the 
gospel of Christ. The congregations were 
generally large, and the attention on the 
whole encouraging. It is exceedingly de- 
sirable that a missionary should reside there 
constantly, and I believe brother Hurter has 
decided to make it the place of his residence, 
intending to labour among the Hindoos and 
Mohammedans, but more especially to en- 
deavour to do something for the poor hill people, 
who visit Bhagulpore in great numbers. We 
reached home in safety on the 3rd of August, 
having been absent just five weeks, thankful 
to our God for having preserved us in our 
going out and coming in, and permitted us 
again to meet our families and our friends in 
life and in the enjoyment of usual health. 


The 
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CEYLON. 
COLOMBO. 


; The following general view of the exertions and prospects of our friends here 
is given in a letter from Mr. Davies, dated August 16, 1847. 


I am happy to say that our schools and 
stations are at present more encouraging than 
I have ever seen them. From the first I 
have felt the importance of improving our 
schools, and so have given a good deal of 
attention to them. I have prepared a new 
set of books, and introduced a new system of 
teaching the native language, as well as com- 
municating instruction generally; and the 
success has far exceeded my expectation. As 
far as I know, no effort had ever been made 
to analyse and simplify the Singhalese lan- 
guage so as to render its elements intelligible 
to children. The old mode of teaching in all 
our schools was but little fitted to train or 
instruct the mind. I expected great difficulty 
in getting the teachers to deviate from the 
old track, but did not experience very much, 
and now they prefer the new plan. A small 
manual, which I wrote for the improvement 
and guide of teachers, catechists, and preach- 
ers, has been very useful. I have Jately 
been in several districts, where additional 
schools could be opened with great benefit. 
One school will cost from £6 to £9 per 
year. 

Our native mission work is also encour- 
aging, although we have had in some places 
much opposition from the bishop, catechists, 
and others. About three months ago we had 
ageneral meeting of all our native helpers and 
others, at one of the central stations. The 
attendance was large. Many addresses were 
delivered, and many prayers offered. Although 
the meeting continued for several hours, there 
was such a spirit of attention, solemnity, and 
earnestness manifested throughout as I had 
never witnessed before in a Singhalese assem- 
bly. The meeting has had a very salutary 
effect in encouraging and stimulating our 
assistants. Occasional gatherings of the kind 
will be useful in various ways. It has often 
struck me that a letter from you expressly to 
our native brethren, to be read on such occa- 
sions, would greatly strengthen their hands. 
One native brother says he has had a weekly 
prayer-meeting since, which has been attended 


by about sixty persons, which is a most 
unusual number there. 

I am very grateful, dear brother, for your 
kind sympathy, but am thankful to say that 
my health is upon the whole very good, and 
has been so since J returned from the hills the 
early part of last year. I complain occasion- 
ally for a day or two, but am never prevented 
from attending to my duties, which are 
frequently both numerous and arduous. Be- 
cause I am very thin, and drink nothing but 
water, my friends often try to persuade me 
that I must be ill. I believe I can go through 
as much Jabour as any other European in the 
colony. Whenever I go into the jungle, I 
am obliged to walk through the sun from six 
to ten, and even twelve or fourteen miles, and 
preach three, four, or five times, but with the 
exercise, and care and prudence, I donot 
feel I am the worse for it. Indeed, my 
native brethren almost invariably get tired 
first. I do not think it wise to walk too 
much in the sun, but in my case it is unavoid- 
able. I Jeave home early in the morning, 
ride in my bandy six or twenty miles, as it 
may be. By that time the sun is powerful. 
Then I have to leave my bandy and the 
main road, and walk from one [station to 
another through the villages, till I return to 
the road again in the evening, and ride home, 
so that I am obliged to walk in the worst part 
of the day, for the people can be seen at no 
other time. Still I think occasional change 
and relaxation absolutely necessary for per- 
manent health. Almost all the Europeans of 
Colombo spend a month or so in the year at 
Newer Ellia, or elsewhere. As to the health 
of my dear wife, I can hardly give so good 
an account. Her strength is greatly exhausted 
by her incessant labours in the school, in 
addition to her domestic duties, whieh in this 
country are by no means few, but I am thank- 
ful to say that hitherto she has had strength 
to go through all. At first she had an as- 
sistant in the school, but she found the expense 
great and the help but little, that now forseveral 
months she has taken it all upon herself. 


In a more recent communication, October 21, Mr. Davies says— 


The new marriage ordinance, which has 
cost us so much trouble and anxiety, has just 
passed the Council. It is upon the whole 
satisfactory, and will be of great advantage to 
us. We failed to carry it on the ground of 
perfeet religious equality ; yet practically it 
will amount to this. 


The majority of the | licences to solemnize 


Council conceded all we asked but two points, 
1. That all places of worship should be alike, 
either licensed or not licensed; but it was 
carried that all consecrated places should be 
exempted from license. The licenses, how- 
ever, will be granted free of expense. 2. That 
marriage without banns 
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ivil power exclu- | grant licences to those who would not apply 
Ty, is Coe ae in each | to the bishop. In all other respects oaN isa 
denomination; but it was carried that the perfect equality. It is oy sent to the home 
bishop should retain this power, and that the | government for approval. 
district judge should have the same power to 


KANDY. 


Mr. Allen writes thus in reference to this station :— 


There is a little encouragement to labour on | and state might come next. The wet season 
in sowing the seed, though next to none that|still continues. It has rained almost con- 
the fruit wil! be seen by the missionary. To | tinuously since May, and has proved a trial 
gather a church seems almost impossible, to health. We have had a good share of 
from the migratory character of the people, | sickness, though I am thankful to have been 
They sojourn for a time, and then disappear. | able to discharge my duties, with the excep- 
I scarcely think there are ten of those in|tion of one sabbath. Mrs. Allen and the 
Kandy to whom I used to preach twelve | children are yet very unwell, and must seek 
months ago. change of air as soon as practicable. 

By the time you receive this, the connexion; The governor has visited Kandy, and has 
that exists between the government and idol- | ordered some improvements in the town. The 
atry will have ceased, This is a step in the| swamp at the back of the premises is to be 
right direction. The priests are alarmed.| filled in, which will greatly improve the pro- 
Would that the separation between church! perty. 


MATURA. 


To this station, it will be remembered, Mr. Dawson removed from Kandy 
about a year ago. He writes, October 16th, as follows :-— 


A residence of eleven months at Matura has | all the schools (as in our other stations) were 
enabled me to form sometliing like a definite | suffering for want of qualified masters, and it 
opinion of the people here, and the nature of | consequently became with me a matter of 
the work most needed among them. I am | serious inquiry whether I ought not to devote 
not disappointed at finding in this district the | portion of time to the education of a few 
same obstacles that retard the progress of the youths, with a view to their becoming efficient 
gospel in other parts of the island; the same| teachers, Accordingly, after much delibera- 
natural hostility to reyealed truth, the same | tion both in the formation of a plan and inthe 
obstinate adherence to Buddhistical atheism, | selection of suitable persons, I commenced an 
and the same fearful prevalence of immorality, | institution of the kind on the Ist of Septem- 
But T confess I am disappointed in not finding | ber, and I continue to devote to it four hours a 
one redeeming feature, which from appear-|day during four days of every week. The 
ances when brother Davies and I visited the village stations, however, are not neglected. 


station sixteen months ago, we imagined to They are all visited regularly every week by 
exist; viz. a general readiness to assemble 


and listen to the preaching of the gospel. 
This sign is far from being conspicuous in the 
Matura district. In bazars, and other places 
of public resort, it is true the assembled mul- 
titudes will listen for a short time, and eagerly 
receive as many tracts as we can afford to 
give away. On particular occasions, also, 
people will assemble out of curiosity in con- 
siderable numbers; but the average attend- 
ance, both of adults and children, in the 
villages, is not above that of the Colombo 
neighbourhood. For some months my time 
was occupied in daily visits to the out-stations, 
by which means I became acquainted with 
the condition of the schools and the eapabili- 
ties of the teachers, It was soon evident that 


native missionary, and by myself once a 
month. As I deemed it hopeless in these 
days of retrenchment to expect adequate 
funds from England for the normal school, I 
have provided for the present by receiving @ 
few day-scholars at ten shillings a month, to 
be educated with the mission students, The 
edueation is in English and Singhalese, the 
object being to make them equally well ac- 
quainted with both languages, When they 
are sufficiently advanced for the purpose, a 
knowledge of Pali will perhaps be added. 


one calculated to benefit the mission in future 
years, I may refer somewhat more definitely 
fo its nature and importance. It differs in 


brother Silva, the intelligent and laborious « 


As the institution, though in its infancy, is | 
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several respects from the one we had formerly 
at Colombo, not because that was defective in 
its principle, but because it was found to be 
impracticable. 1t was limited to young men 
of decided piety—members of our churches— 
who knew enough of English to enter upon 
theological studies. Of this class a few were 
at first obtained, but when they left none 
could be found to fill their places. Pious 
young men there are, but not one of them 
las thought it his duty to leave a lucrative 
situation for a course of study, during the 
prosecution of which he would not only be 
Teceiving no salary, but be required to pro- 
vide himself with clothes and some other 
necessaries. It is matter of regret that the 
love of Christ and the love of souls should not 
in any case have proved strong enough to 
break such earthly bonds; but those who 
know the exact circumstances of the young 
men cannot wonder at it. In many cases 
they have relatives dependent on their salary 
for support; and there are other obstacles not 
easily overcome by any who are accustomed 
to “confer with flesh and blood.” In the 
Matura normal school steady promising youths 
from ten to sixteen years of age are received 
on being given up entirely to the Mission by 
their parents. They are then boarded, edu- 
eated, and clothed gratuitously, with a view 
to their becoming schoolmasters, catechists, 
interpreters, or preachers, according to their 
qualifications. Kept entirely away from 
heathen associates, accustomed to attend 
family devotions and public services, and 
familiarized with the employment of distri- 
buting tracts and examining schools, it is 
‘hoped they will become pious, useful labour- 
ers among their countrymen. That this may 
be the case, we in Ceylon and the friends of 
missions in England will not, I trust, omit to 
pray. 

In speaking of their destination it is 
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necessary to remark that, inefficient as the 
present race of schoolmasters are, they are 
almost without exception men of influence in 
the villages wherein they reside and teach ;, 
and if any attempt were made to supplant 
them by other teachers of higher qualifica- 
tions in the native language, a certain failure 
would be the result. But such ‘ the thirst 
for English education in every quarter, that a 
Singhalese schoolmaster capable of teaching 
English in “addition, would find no difficulty 
in collecting and retaining a school. Agains 
him a teacher with a mere knowledge of 
Singhalese, however great his influence, 
would stand no chance of competition. It 
is on these accounts chiefly that the youths 
are taught English; for their primary desti- 
nation is that of schoolmasters. Should they 
become qualified for higher duties, there will 
be ample spheres for their exertions. It will, 
I think, be seen from what I have said, that 
the object of the institution is an important 
one. To realize it in its full extent would 
require more funds than I can hope to obtain 
here, though in addition to the profit on pri- 
vate scholars, some monthly subscriptions are 
received. I can caleulate on raising enough 
for six or seven scholars, but should like to be 
able to take twelve. Even that number 
would be very inadequate to the wants.of the 
mission. ‘he number at present received is 
only four, but two others are shortly expected. 
When it is known that the expense of one 
student, exclusive of clothes, will be only five 
pounds a year, is it too much to hope that 
some friends in England, who are able to 
render such assistance to the Mission, will 
engage to forward yearly such a sum? A 
few slates, quills, and other school materials, 
would be an acceptable present from any one 
so well disposed; and calico or fast colour 
prints for clothes would be very valuable. I 
will thank you to make this known. 


JAVA. 


Mr. Gericke, an agent of the Amsterdam Bible Society, who has been twenty 


years in Java, studying the Javanese language and 


translating portions of the 


scripture, is now in Holland. A letter from him, dated November 28rd, 1847, 
refers to our aged brother Briickner, at Samarang, in the following terms :— 


Ever since I had the” pleasure to be ac- 


- quainted with Mr. Bruckner I admired in 


him a true Christian character, an humble 
mind, an active promoter of the kingdom of 
Christ, a patient sufferer of many and griev- 
ous disappointments, and a constant confessor 
of the faith of Christ crucified. Among all 
the missionaries who have been sent to an 
unconverted nation, perhaps none have met 
with as many and great ‘difficulties as Mr. 
Brickner. Though until now no church has 
been established among the Javanese, yet 


may the labours of Mr. Briickner be consi- 
dered to have prepared the ground of the 
vineyard of Christ in that part of the{world. 

Mr. Bruckner is, until now, the only mis- 
sionary in Java who is tolerated by the Dutch 
government. He is about sixty-four years 
old, and cannot do much more. It would 
be desirable that a few young missionaries of 
your Society could be sent to assist our old 
brother in promoting the cause of our heavenly 
Master among a nation of more than eight 
million souls. 
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Many years I lived in Java with the inten- 


tion to study the Javanese language, to write 
a grammar, to compose a dictionary, to pub- 
lish original books in that language, and in 
the later years, to translate the holy scriptures 
into it. At present I am engaged to have 
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them’ printed. In the next year I intend to 
return to Java, and to distribute the gospel 
among the Javanese. I hope the time to be 
near, that the Javanese will come to the 
knowledge of Christ, and will find in him 
their Redeemer and Saviour. 


AFRICA. 


The following passages from a letter of Mr. Clarke’s, dated Kingston, Nov. 6th, 
though written in Jamaica, relate to African affairs ; this, therefore, seems to be 


the place for them :— 


I hope to$be able to visit a few more places, 
but I am so completely broken down, that I 
dare speak of nothing at present. My hue 
is still quite yellow, though this morning my 
eyes show less of it than they have done for 
the last week or two. I have been to Port 
Royal, and Mr. Rouse has kindly taken me 
upon the sea, morning and evening, for two 
days, and brought me up to the doctor this 
morning. I go down again on Monday 
(».v.), and hope to regain at least some de- 
gree of health once more. My liver and 
stomach are still sadly out of order; a slight 
spasmodic affection comes on almost daily. I 
bless God that Mrs. Clarke has recovered 
wonderfully, and seems as if her constitution 
was not yet quite gone. The attention we have 
had shown to us here is just what we required. 


Mrs. Fuller died in July, and a little before 
I gave her £10. This, with the money she 
had of her own, would pay her doctor’s bill, 
funeral expenses, &c. Death seemed a mer- 
ciful deliverance to her, for she was found to 
be affected with leprosy. Poor William 
White, who came back with us from Africa, 
died October 26th, at his own house, near 
Bethany, of fever. Of Mr. Duckett, Dr. 
Macfadger says, ‘‘ He may live two or more 
years, but his lungs are affected, and he will 
never recover.” 


My letters from Africa are many, and of a 
most pleasing character. Indeed, I think 
since I got them I have daily been improving 
in health. Still the mission is low, and help 
is greatly required. 


MR. NEWBEGIN. 


Successive accounts of the state of Mr. Newbegin’s health have prepared our 
readers to expect that he would be compelled to return to this country. He left 


Cameroons River on the 28th of September, where he had a narrow escape from. 


shipwreck, the wind failing in a dangerous spot, in consequence of which half a 
cable and an anchor were lost. After a quick passage, he reached Liverpool on 
the 24th of November. He did not derive any perceptible advantage from the 
voyage, but since his arrival his health has improved rapidly, 


FERNANDO PO, 


The church at Clarence has sent a letter to the Committee, signed Joseph 
Wilson, deacon, earnestly imploring that a pastor may be provided for them, 
They say, in their imperfect English, which our readers will excuse, 


We owe to this Society with whom we are 


now connected much, and which we find 
daily advances, and surmounts all that we 
can ever do, and for which we will never be 
able to repay. Our benefit has been much. 
What has been done for us through the in- 


strumentality of the word of life preached to 
us by the servants of God, from this Society ! 
Ah! it is enough that we should never be ‘at 
a stand still, We need, and never could do 


without help from the dear beloved people in 
Britain. 
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They lament oreatly the loss of Mr. Sturgeon, expressing resignation to the will 


of God, but saying, 


Our late pastor relinquished what was near 
and dear unto him, and all good comforts in 
his land, thus to enter, with his life in his 
hands, caring for nothing, and that though 
bonds and afflictions awaited him, yet all those 
(and much more) did not so much as move 
him, neither deter him from the errand on 
which-he was sent. We behold him on the 
shores of Africa proclaiming “ Unto you 
a child is born, unto you a Son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his should- 
er: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace.” As he en- 
deavoured’to water us, he himself was watered, 
and thus onward, even to his last moments, 
and in which he did express, ‘‘ Love ye 
one another.” That he loved us, he mani- 
ested from the time he entered our com- 
munity, and until he left it. His desire for 
sustenance was as much as he felt within 
himself would answer for himself and his 
partner, and in these he frequently expressed 
himself, ‘‘ My people, a piece of yam would 
justly satisfy me, and as much as you your- 
selves are willing to give, as long as I find 
I had to labour for Christ, who would at 
last reward me for more than what I have 
done.” This he said perceiving our entire 
weakness to support him; and which we did 
evidently see to be words breathed out with 
a sincere and deep affection, and which did 
so much encourage us still to give as far as 
we were provided for by God. It is there- 
fore, good sir and beloved people, our firm 
endeavour to carry out the same towards him 
that should be granted unto us, and which we 
will ever observe to be our strictest duty; and 
observing at the same time to do to him, in 


every thing, as we did for our late pastor. | 


We are nothing to speak of, and our abilities 
are not much to speak with any applause, for 
we are indigent; but we rest assured in faith 
that the same God that did provide for us 
then, will ever again, and again, meet us in 
all our wants, for all our help must come 
from him, he being the same God yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. ; 

Here it may be proper to point outa few 
of the more prominent traits in the character 
of our late pastor. 


First. His personal piety was genuine and 
deep. The spirit of devotion rested upon him 
in a pre-eminent manner, and he was the 
man of Godin all his intercourse. {In a word, 
if piety consist in suitable affections to God, 
resemblance of his moral perfections, and a 
constant obedience to His will, then had our 
pastor genuine and deep piety. 

Secondly. His godly sincerity was con- 
spicuous and proverbial. He was allowed by 
all of us, and others that knew him, to be a 
genuine “ Israelite, in whom was no guile.” 
Hence he was a man of God, and in all 
things was open and undisguised. 

Lastly. His Christian zeal was ardent and 
unabating. He ardently longed for the pros- 
perity of the Redeemer’s kingdom universally ; 
indeed, he “‘ preferred the prosperity of Zion 
to his chief joy.” With that Christian faith- 
fulness and zeal did he minister reproof, ad- 
monition, instruction, and comfort to those 
committed to his care. Perhaps there was 
scarcely any person in the town of Fernando 
Po who had not, at one time or another, been 
either reproved by him for the commission of 
sin, or admonished concerning the salvation 
of his soul. His faithfulness, in the particular, 
will long be remembered by his surviving 
neighbours, while many who are gone to a 
better world, had cause to thank God for his 
zeal and diligence in leading their minds to a 
view of the evil of sin, and the advantages of 
piety. Hence, if Christian zeal consists of 
sound knowledge in the things of God, strong 
faith in the promises of the gospel, and disin- 
terested regard for the cause of religion, 
manifested by self-denial, patient endurance, 
and constant exertion for the glory of God, 
and the spiritual welfare of mankind, then 
had our highly esteemed pastor Christian 
zeal. He was indeed a burning and shining 
light, and for a season, many enjoyed the 
privilege of rejoicing in this light; for though 
he was by no means ostentatious, he could not 
be hid. And among the people over whom he 
was a pastor, and in Christian fellowship with, 
established in our community numerous claims 
on his aid could not fail to present themselves. 

Thus we would say to him who will freely 
enlist himself, “Come! come! for we all 
bid you welcome.” 


ee 


BIMBIA. 


Some of the difficulties with which our brethren engaged in this mission have 
to contend, and the privations they experience, are illustrated in the following 


paragraphs of a letter from Mr. Merrick, dated Jubilee, 


The land on which this station has been complete thicket, 
established was, at the time of its purchase, a1 and large cotton trees, 


September 9:— 


interspersed with timber 
To clear off much 
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ground at once would have been too ex- 
pensive. We have therefore cleared off a 
little every year; and a great deal vet remains 
to be done to promote the healthfulness of 
the station, The weeds, grass, and under- 
wood grow up so rapidly in this country, that 
the removal of them at least once a year 1s 
indispensable. They might be allowed to 
remain, but the tracts and roads would be 
covered, and in passing from one house to 
another in the morning, our feet would be 
wet by the dew or rain, and before midday 
we should perbaps be lying in bed with fever, 
induced or accelerated by wet feet. Hence 
the necessity of labourers on the station. | 
Besides this we have to preach at villages too | 
distant from Jubilee to be visited on foot, 
especially during the rainy season, which 
lasts for six months, and are therefore com- 
pelled to go by sea. We must have labour- 
ers to take us to these places, or stop at home. 
During the rainy season, which is just coming 
to a close, we managed to instruct a school 
three days every week, at a distant village 
called ‘‘ Dikolu,” where I am happy to say 
the children attend well. This we could not 
have done without a boat and labourers. The 
possession of a boat involves not only expense 
of repairs, but a boat-house, or soon the boat 
will fall to pieces. We have hitherto had so 
much to do in the building way, as not to be 
able to erect a boat-house, but notwithstand- 
ing our anxiety to economize, we must erect 
one without delay, or suffer loss not only of | 
property, but of the means of carrying on the | 
work which you have sent us here to do, and | 
to which we have devoted our lives. 

Expense is also connected with our little | 
settlement at ‘* Prospect.” With the origin of 
this settlement you are perfectly acquainted, | 
but perhaps it will not be unnecessary to state 
again the circumstances which induced its | 
establishment. In February, 1846, while | 
Dr. Prince, our departed brother Thompson, | 
and myself, were travelling inland in order to 
fix on some desirable locality where brethren 
Prince and Thompson might settle, and com- 
mence operations, my family, as well as 
brother Newbegin’s, sickened, and my little | 
boy died the very day I returned from my | 
inland journey. Soon after Mrs. Newbegin | 
became so seriously ill, and our children were | 
so completely emaciated by constant fever, 
that we resolved on seeking out some elevated 
spot to escape fever anddeath. After fruitless 
efforts to obtain a fine hill in the Dibanda| 
district, where we hoped not only to seek | 
health, but to commence an inland station, | 
we had to purchase from King William the 
highest point of land connected with Bimbia, | 


| 
] 
| 
| 
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| where we erected a few native huts just suffi- 


cient to afford us shelter in the dry season. 
Humanly speaking, but for the salubrious and 
bracing climate of Prospect, our brother 
Newbegin would long since have been in the 
erave, as well as my surviving child, and 
Mrs. Merrick would perhaps have been so 
emaciated as necessarily to demand much of 
that time in attending upon her which I now 
spend on my difficult but delightful work, 
To prevent this little health-hill from falling 
to ruin, we must spend upon it at least £15 
or £20 annually. 

Another fruitful source of expense has 
been the erection of houses, and earnestly do 
I wish I could tell you that my labours in 
this respect were at an end. By my last 
half year’s account, which I forwarded in 
July last, you will perceive that I have lately 
been compelled to enlarge both brother 
Duekett’s cottage and my own. Brother 
Duckett’s preearious state of health rendered 
the step mdispensable, as the rain used to 
beat into his bedroom. For the want of better 
materials, we were compelled, when erecting 
our cottages here, to wall them with a sort of 
narrow batten (not sawn, but split by the 
axe) called ‘‘lap-boards,” which are so uneven 
as to admit rain and wind, During the rainy 
season of 1846, the wind blew so furiously 
that our little sitting-room was every day 
flooded. A severe cold in my chest, which 
lasted some time, was the consequence of this. 
This circumstance, united with much incon- 
venience arising from the smallness of our 
cottage, led me to enlarge, which work the 
carpenters are now engaged in. 

Asimilar alterationmusttake placein brother 
Clarke’s cottage, if he is to reside in it on his 
return, in the hope of being sheltered from rain 
and wind. I promised brother Clarke on his 
departure to make such alterations to his house 
az he himself had contemplated, and which 
are essential to its salubrity, but your letter 
has raised a doubt in my mind as to the 
course I ought to pursue. “A few days before 
brother Clarke left for Jamaica, while he 
was dangerously ill, the rain beat most 
furiously into his bedroom, and wetted the 
bed on which he was lying, When I think 
of this, and remember that the same circum- 
stance may happen soon after brother Clarke’s 
return, you will not be surprised to hear that 
I feel painfully embarrassed between the 
probability of incurring the censure of the 
Committee for building without first obtain- 
ing their concurrence, and neglecting that 
whieh, if performed, might perhaps prevent 
the serious illness of one of our most valuable 
missionaries, 
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HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


At a meeting of the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society, held at 83, 
Moorgate Street, December 16, 1847, S. M. Peto, Esq., ia the Chair, it was 
resolved that the following paragraph be inserted in the next Herald :— 

“The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society having learned that their 
acceptance in 1845 of the resignation of Mr, Henderson, late missionary at Belize, 
has been said to have been prompted or influenced by a consideration of ‘ the 
doctrines and discipline established in the church’ there (referring more particu- 
larly to the question of communion), think it due to their friends generally to 
State, that the principles and practice of that church, with respect to open or 
close communion, were not mentioned in the correspondence as the ground of 
difference, nor were they known to the Committee till after Mr. Henderson’s 


connexion with the Society had closed, and of course had no influence whatever 
in their decision.” 


GENERAL BAPTIST MISSIONS. 


The Annual Report of the General Baptist Missionary Society for the year 1847 
has just reached us, and we think that it will gratify many of our readers to see a 


brief abstract of its contents. 


A Christian contemplating India and China { member of the church, had been excluded from 
beholds two immense regions where death | its communion, though subsequently he seemed 


reigns on every hand. The millions are dead 
in trespasses and sins—a deathlike apathy to 
immortal interests fills every breast. ‘The con- 
viction of this mournful fact should waken in 
Christian hearts earnest concern for that effu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit’s influence, which shall 
make these regions of death become the dwell- 
ings of life. 

If the measure of success has not equalled 
the expectations of some sanguine minds, nor 
the desires of any pious heart, yet such are the 
obstacles to be encountered that the power of 
the gospel is gloriously apparent in the success 
already enjoyed, 


BERHAMPORE, 


At this station have been witnessed some 
eminently interesting displays of the power of 
the glorious gospel of the blessed God. A 
goodly number of converts has been added to 
the church. Though one has been excluded, 
fourteen have been baptized and one restored. 

Besides twelve Hindoos added to the church, 
several others have appeared hopeful inquirers. 
The language of some of these has borne im- 
pressive testimony to the worth and excellency 

_ of the gospel. 

In reference to the church and the nominal 
Christian community, the brethren state that 
there have been many things to yield them true 
pleasure, while they are pained to admit that 
there have been also some things that have 
distressed them. Some who seemed promising 
as inquirers never became decided; and Luke, a 


to be brought again into a very hopeful state of 
mind. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A CHRISTIAN VILLAGE, 


An important event in the progress of the 
Christian cause at Berhampore, during the 
year, is the establishment of a small Christian 
village. Let it not be forgotten that this is the 
first Christian village that ever existed in that 
part of India. A brother observes, “It-is as a 
newly risen star in the hemisphere of densest 
darkness, Our unceasing prayer is that this 
little one may become a thousand, that its light, 
though feeble, may dispel the darkness of many 
a weary wanderer after rest, and prove an 
abiding place for souls travelling to Zion— 
souls which shall be our and your joy and crown. 
of rejoicing. ; 

During the cold season, the brethren Stub- 
bins and Buckley travelled extensively to make 
known the glad tidings of salvation, Their 
first journey was cheered by each other’s com- 
but afterwards for the sake of diffusing 


BABY» j Obs a 
truth more widely, they went in different 
directions. Mr, Stubbin’s last tour occupied 


two months, During that time he made known 
the gospel in more than one hundred and thirty 
different places, besides visiting several large 
markets, at the last of which about six thousand 
persons were assembled. F 

Mr. Buckley’s first journey was with Mr. 
Stubbins. During this journey he was twice 
thrown from his horse inte the Ganjam river, 
but was mercifully preserved from suffering 


56 


material injury. A few days after the Con~ 
ference he set out on a second journey. 
attack of fever, however, compelled him to 
return home. At this time the affectionate 
anxiety which Denabundoo and Damudar dis- 
played, and the fervent supplications they 
offered to God on his behalf were very gratify- 
ing to his feelings. After a few days’ rest and 

uiet, he commenced another tour, and was 
able to travel and labour for several weeks. 
They had some excellent opportunities for 
preaching, and with a few exceptions the 
villages in which they preached were places 
where “Christ had not been named,” 

It is well known that the missionaries seldom 
obtain access to heathen Hindoo women. Their 


instruction devolves upon your female mission- | 


aries, and if not instructed by them, they would 
usually continue in all the dense darkness of 
idolatry. To promote the objects of the mis- 
sion among this unhappy and neglected part of 
the Hindoo population, Mrs. Stubbins and Mrs. 
Buckley arranged that when the brethren go on 
their cold season journeys, one of them should 
alternately continue at Berhampore to attend 
to the concerns of the station, while the other 
would accompany her husband for the sake of 
labouring among heathen women. 


ASYLUMS, 


These Institutions have remained under the 
care of those kind friends who had previously | 
superintended them, Mrs. Buckley has con- 
tinued her labours in the female asylum during 


the year, interrupted by only a few days of 
sickness. Two of the elder girls have been 
suitably married, and seven little girls have 
been admitted. The number of scholars at the 
close of the year was twenty-two. Reading, 
writing, accounts, plain sewing, and so much 
knowledge of domestic economy asmay fit them 
for their future situations in life, constitute 
their chief instruction, But their moral train- 
ing is watched over with affectionate solicitude. 
Most read the scriptures, Further to train 
them to industry they spin cotton, and thirty-| 
six rupees have been received for the product, 
of their labour. 

The Male Asylum is under the superintend- 
ence of Mrs, Stubbins. The instruction im- 
parted is substantially the same as mentioned | 
last year. In addition, several boys are learning | 
trades. There are eighteen scholars dependent 
on the Institution, and four who are the child- 
ren of native Christians attend as day scholars, 
During the year two have been admitted, one a 
poor destitute boy without a home. Five of | 
the scholars are members of the church, John 
Wherry, one of these, is an industrious, per- 
severing, and well behaved youth. Andrew is 
quick and amiable; Khumbo was found lying 
by a dead sister on the Pooree sands, a diseased 
little sufferer,—he is now a most healthy, 
active, and energetic youth. Daniel was res- 
cued from the Khunds; his general good con- 


duct and dread of sin are very pleasing. Musta is 
also a rescued Khund victim, He is promising, 
and is training for a schoolmaster. He has 
been in the Asylum several years. He was 
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rescued by Captain Mackenzie, and entrusted 


An | by him to Mr. Sutton. 


POOREE. 


As in former years, the brethren, both English 
and Hindoo, have visited this high place of the 
horrid Moloch of the East, whom the East 
Indian Government still [supports. This 
atrocity a highly respectable Indian journal 
states to be continued through the interference 
of Lord Auckland when governor-general, in 
opposition to the wishes of the Court of Di- 
rectors. If, as is to be feared, this account be 
correct, that nobleman thus pandered to idolatry 
in a way which ought to stamp his memory 
with eternal infamy. 

With what indignation must the God of 
heaven, who so abominates idolatry, behold a 
British ruler prostitute his short-lived power to 


| strengthen and support, from the funds of the 


British treasury, a system of such infernal crime 
and abomination ! 

While Lord Auckland and his colleagues 
would thus, by a donation of thirty-six thousand 
rupees a year, promote the glory of Juggernaut, 
your brethren as usual have laboured for the 


| destruction of the horrid Moloch, 


At the Orissa Conference the subject of the 
wicked support offered to idolatry was consi- 
dered, when the missionaries once more pro- 
tested against this connexion between the 
church and state in Hindostan; for such, a few 


|years ago, was the description given of this 


union by Lord Denman, in a letter to your 
secretary. 


PIPLEE. 


The design mentioned in the last Report, of 
establishing a minor station here, seems about 
to be realized. Referring to the importance 
and desirableness of the effort, Mr. Lacey re- 
marks that the native brethren could divide 
their time between Piplee and Pooree. Bho- 
baneswar is only five miles from Piplee, there is 
a thick population, many markets, many festi- 
vals, and innumerable pilgrims passing through 
the place, On visiting Piplee, Mr. Lacey and 
his fellow labourer looked round for a spot on 
which to erect preachers’ houses, &c., and pre- 
sently found a piece of land containing about 
fourteen acres; it is a most convenient spot. 
Fifteen pounds he considered would be sufficient 
to make a beginning, and of this sum about ten 
pounds were gees Mr. Miller, referring 
to if, states, “ We selected a most beautiful site, 
which is available for a Christian village, mis- 
sionary bungalows, &c. I presume the land 
will shortly be secured.” 


KHUNDITTA, 


The little flock of Christ at this place have 
passed the year chiefly under the pastoral 
Superintendence of Hindoo ministers. Its dis- 
tance from Cuttack has prevented the European 
brethren from visiting the place frequently. In 
the last cold season, Mr. Lacey and the brethren 
that accompanied him spent a little while there, 


ke 
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As they approached the neighbourhood the | its ministers, in abusive language. ‘To mani- 
heathen recognized them, and vented their | festations of this enmity the little band of 
enmity against the gospel, and against them as ! Christians at Khunditta are often exposed. 


(To be continued next month.) 


FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED. 


AFRICA. ...0000000e BIMBIA cisssscceesessoeevees Merrick, J.,.,.....5ept. 7 & 9. 
CEARENGES oneness tivecs PINCe) Gre Kod vce August 24, 
Wilson, J.,&ors..Sept. 1. 
Granam’s Town.........Hay, A., & ors.,..Sept. 22, 
AMERICA .,....... MONTREAL ....0000e000.e.Cramp, J. M......Oct. 29. 


PAENIES GIA Yosnisuseetoeet <ceconnas esiemeanes absent ..-»-Daniell, M. H.}...Oct. 26, 

PASTA Ge sitetassncenenth GE MS cancer occ petewseeeses= Williams, R.......No date, 
IBENARES!|scssescecseeses BPEL Gre? cesnce cos Oct. 2. 
CxO Ome rseetnset se DOMAE TOs, cord Uy 5) OCbal. 
COLOMBO) ceceeccesesesaneso DAVIES; Der esecenue Oct. 16 & 21 
WEADRAS  csvacuoscases wearer Paces DCs scowes Oct. 11. 
MaTuRA .niawittesttee .... Dawson, C. C. ...Oct. 16, 
MONGHIR .......00.+0-0.... Lawrence, J.......O0ct. 12. 

Parsons, J......... Sept. 29. 

SAMARANG.......0seseeee06ebruckner, G......January 18. 

PATOAMAS suse... GRAND CAYs: <s.0cccesserece Rycroft, W. K...Sept. 22. 


INASSAU .ccccsc2-css-e000e-.Oapern, H. ....,...November'3, 
Littlewood, W.... November 1. 


BRITTANY ...00.. MORLATX.ccessceeccesseeeeedenking, J... «November 13, 
IEPAR UGC. ocaesanssss oD ACMEL: 22. cy0sccccncascensee Webley, W. H....November 9, 
JAMAICA 2.00000. DETHTEPHIL ..,.0+ccceseees Pickton, T. B. ...October 26. 
BRown’s TOWN ..0100000..- Clark, J......0000...Oct. 20, Nov. 6. 
FALMOUTH ...0...00000. .....Milbourn, T..,.....0ctober 21. 
PUNE LEVER saesesecensres . Armstrong, C..... November 2. 
JERICHO sesecseereeseeeseeese Bloomfield, H, ...October 21. 
Clarkes, Ii .seccsse October 12 & 20. 
KETTERING scoccosseoseees Day, D., & ors.,, November 4. 
Dexter, B.B.,& ors. November 4. 
TKINGSTON ceccecdsdretuavse#WLALKCs Jo ccodsons November 6. 
Oughton, S......... October 21. 
Sr. Awn’s BAY ... .o...... Millard, B..........October 21. 
NETHERLANDS... HAGUE.......000+ vesssenseees Gericke, C,,,...... November 23, 


TRINIDAD ....00sesPORT OF SPAIN. .seerseese+LidW, Je sesssreeereeOCt, 20, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


‘The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following-— 


Juvenile Baptist Missionary Association, Haverfordwest, for a box of clothing, for Rev. J. 
Merrick, Western Africa ; oe ms 

Moravian Missionary Society, for several numbers of the “ Periodical Accounts; 

Mrs. Gouldsmith, for a parcel of books, for the Montreal College ; 

A friend, by Mrs, Payne, for a brooch; ; 
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A friend, for sundry articles of jewellery and trinkets ; 


Rev. E. ‘Hoole, for his 


British and Foreign Bible Society, fo 


Testaments, for Haiti, 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month of 


£ 6. d. 
Annual Subscriptions. 


Gladding, Mr. R.. 
Lindop, Mr. T.. 

Osborne, G., Esq., jun. 
Paine, John, Esq.ossesvee 


pore 


Donations, 


Anon., by “Record”... 1 0 0 
Howard, John, Esq., 
Tottenham, for Africa 2 0 0 
Howard, Miss E., has 
for Schools . 0 
@ ED Ghee 0 


Coe eee eee 


Legacies. 
Cleeve, John, Esq., late 
of Thavies’ Inn, by 
W. J. Wood, Esq., 
free of duty ....-... s. 00 OO 
Harris, Mr. E., late of 
Batol we 19 19 


Lonpon AND MIDDLESEX 
AUXILIARIES. 


Artillery Street............ 
Battersea— 
Collections.....0.cs.ceee 
Contribution.......... ~ Tae oe 
Do., Sunday School 2 11 
Brixton’ Hill, Salem Chapel— 
Contributions 14 12 
Heptinstall, Mr. . 10 0 
Camberwell, on account 23 0 
Devonshire spe on 
account 


2 6 


a 
i 
Qa 
mw 
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um 


Contributions ......... 
Do., Sunday School 0 7 
Do., for Entally ... 0 

Mazepond, on account 
Salters’ Hall, on account 7 
Shacklewell, on account 


bo 
o 
wsecnoawo N COSOa NOOO PS 
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BERKSHIRE, 


Reading— 
Collections.....cecerere 
Contributions .. 

Do., Juvenile 
Do., Sunday School 
Do., for Africa ...... 


SoOCONNWN 


BucKINGHAMSHIRE. 
Haddenham— 
Sunday School, 


Mursley— 
Collection ..... conse O15 6 

Seer Green— 
Collection ...... 


weeeeerae 


“ Year-book of Missions;” 
r a grant of 200 French Bibles, 


CONTRIBUTIONS, 


November, 1847. 


£ 8. a. 
CoRNWALL. 


CoRNWALL, On account, 


by W.H. Bond, Esq. 2217 1 
DEVONSHIRE. 
Sunday School Boys, 
for Haiti = D808 
Budleigh Salterton— 
Contributions, for 
DUDE wer caatetsevermauste 0..2°°8 
Chudleigh— 
Rouse, W., Esq. ...... 20 0 0 
Devonport, Pembroke Street— 
Collection 2 
Paington...... 0 
Essex 
Epping— 
Contributions ......... 110 0 
Rayleigh — 
Collections....... coke oD Le 
Contributions cones 0 OY oe 
Waltham Abbey— 
Collection ....... waren “oP 
Contributions ......... 6 & 3 
Do., Sunday School 011 0 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 
Cirencester— 
Collection ....serssssevee 7.10 
Contributions ......... 114 


Kingswood— 


6 

6 

Perrin, W., Esq.A.S. 1 0 0 

Perrin, Miss, box by iL @,.® 
Tewkesbury— 

Collections......ccee 0 

Contributions ........ 6 

Do., Juvenile 0 

0 

0 


Native 


Wotton under Edge— 
Rogers, Mr. J. ...A.S, 1° 1 


HAMPSHIRE. 

Ashly— 
Peckham, Mr. ......... 
Lymington— 
Collection 


Do., Tuvenile... 

Do., Sunday School 

Do., for Africa... 
Winchester ae 


Pere eeee 


HERTFORDSHIRE, 
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wood, Mount Carey, 
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SoutH AFRICA. Graham’s Town— Do., for Jubilee 
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The following are the particulars of the contributions from 
SOUTH AFRICA. 
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Cannell, W. ..... 1 0 O} Orsmond, Mrs., - 1 1 0} Shepperson, H. B. M.... 1 1 0 
Crouch, R., sen.. O LO, 6} Pitt, Thomas....cccnsencse O10 6 Trollip, — 6 
Crouch, R., jun.. 0.10:.6), Pote, Cr... Pak ea Oe es ee 0 
Collett, J. ..... Lp) 0) P.O. W.... «we 10 0} Wright, Charles 6 
Dell, E. ... 0. 107 0%} Rodgers Wiesescesesete wees 010 6| Friend, a ace 0 
Dicks, B..... 1 0 0} Rutherfoord, H. B....... 1 1 0] Small sums ..scccscereceee 3.7 fan 
Dicks, Mrs. B. .. 1 0 0) Shepherd, W....ccccsscovsr LOD — 
Dicks, Samuel .. 010 0|Smith, W. C.... L220 ~- 0 oie 
Dixie, Mrs.. i Sparks, H., jun 38-6 
Every, Mr... 1 Shaw, Rev. W. kn r 
Binion, J. 3 010 0|Smits, Rev. H. 010 0| , Port Elizabeth— 
Friend, a ..... 10 0]Stone, G Re... . 010 6| Geard, C., and family... 117 6 
Friend, a 010 O}Thackwray, J. . ~ 020 6) Billingham, J. & J....... Le @ 
Geard, J 1 0 O| Temlett, James... ~- 33 0 
Gilbert, G. 010 0} Temlett, Mrs. J. A229 70 | 217 6 
Haw, E. ..... 1 1 0O|Temlett, J. B. .... on 2 a0 
Harvey, Mrs 1 0 0} Temlett, John . ped Bed Cradock— 
Hay, Rey. A 2 2 0/ Trotter, W. ... - 1.0 0} Dennison, G.. = ke 
Hay, Mrs 1 1 0] Tudhope, F. .... - 010 6] Dennison,-H. a Oh 
Hayton, J...... 0 10 0} Thompson, W. ok 42 OP Briand, ae cus. = G30 8 
Hoole, Mrs., sen 1 _1,0{| Webb, Mr. & Mrs. R... 110 0] Green, Rey. G.. - 010 0] 
Hoole, A. W 010 6] Webbin, John ............ 0 18 10 | Hockley, A....... . Oe 48 
Hoole, J. C..ssesseveeeseeeee 0 10 0} Walker, Thomas «+ 010 6] Monro,*Rey. J. i 6.8 
Hockey, Mr. & Mrs. B. 1 0 0] Wright, W. ......... . 1.1 0] Taylor, Rey. J.. = gine ae 
Hockey, W. ssecseeeee 0 10 6 | Yarborough, Major 010 2) Thackwray, J. . wot 070 
Howse, J. .. Revce AOMCO ANON] e's Elo BNc acy acectacenchneecan 010 0] Small sums . we i163 
Hudson, H... »»+. 010 6]Small sums under ls... 24 11 9 ek 
Jarvis, G. .. vee 1 0 10] After sermon by Rey. J. “v7.7 2 
Locke, Reve Ts sescomeeree O10 Cf Locke vrscccsrcsresverree 10 7 2 wie 


The contributions acknowledged as from “ Golear, Yorkshire,” in the H - 
ber, should have been from “ Polemoor.” (ee See 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of the Baptist Missionary Society will be thankfully’ 
received by Williem Brodie Gurney, Esq.,and Samuel Morton Peto, Esq., M.P., Treasurers, or 
the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A., Secretary, at the Mission House, 33, Moorgate Street, Lona 
in Epriysurcu, by the Rev, Christopher Anderson, the Rey. Jonathan Watson and John 
Macandrew, Esq.; in Guascow, by Robert Kettle, Esq.; in Catcurra, by the Rev. James 
Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New Yorx, United States, by W. Colgate, Esq. 


Contributions can also be paid in at the Bank of England to the account of “ W. B. Gurney 
and others.” : 
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A CAUTION. 


Wuute you are reading these lines remember, dear reader, that another year has 
passed away, and a new year has begun. This is one of those times when all 
who are pene and thoughtful are disposed to review and resolve. Accept our 
sincere t ianks for all your past encouragement and support, and let both, if pos- 
sible, be increased ; and may rich blessings of mercy and divine influence descend 
upon you, to increase your religious joy and usefulness. 

But what mean those words, “a caution?” Just this, The outrages which 
have been recently committed in Ireland, and the language of some of her public 
men, indicating a want of all right feeling towards those in this country who so 
nobly contributed to the relief of the Irish poor, are too commonly put down to 
the credit of the whole population. Hence some have said, “It is of no use to 
assist this people. They are incorrigibly bad. We will never give another penny 
to Ireland. 

2 This is a great mistake every way ; and our caution goes to prevent its becom- 
ing general. Supposing, however, the case were as bad as the preceding quota- 
tions represent it; what then? Is that a reason for withholding the only effectual 
means of reaching a case so desperate? The more depraved people are, the more 
they need the gospel. And those who use this language believe all the while that 
though legislation may be incompetent to remove the evil, the gospel is the effec- 
tual remedy after all. 

But the Irish orators do not utter the sentiments of the Irish people, who are 
most deeply affected by British generosity. They have no one to speak for them. 
But your missionaries know their feelings, and all of them bear the strongest testi- 
mony to the gratitude of the poor. 

Besides, these outrages are confined to a small portion of Ireland. Westmeath, 
King’s County, Tipperary, parts of Limerick, Clare, small portions of Roscommon, 
Longford, and Queen’s County, all in the centre of Ireland, constitute the scene 
of these frightful crimes. Kerry, Cork, Waterford, Wexford, Wicklow, Kilkenny, 
Dublin, Louth, Down, Armagh, Antrim, Derry, Donegal, Mayo, Sligo, Galway, 
Tyrone, Monaghan, Leitrim, Cavan, and the greater portions of Limerick, Clare, 
Roscommon, and Longford, are, with exceedingly few exceptions, exempt from 
these atrocities. Would it be just to blame all the Irish for them? Against such 
an injustice is our “ caution ” directed. 

Moreover, they seem to be the consequence of a conspiracy on the part of, 
comparatively speaking, a few desperate men, who, by spreading terro through 
the more peaceful districts, hope to get the property in them on their own terms. 
We doubt not but that the vigour, gentleness, and impartiality of the present lord- 
lieutenant will soon put down these marauders. 

Meanwhile our duty is clear. The wretched immorality of Romanism must 
strike all observers. Some of her priests have denounced innocent men from the 
altar, and ere many hours have passed away they are barbarously murdered. Yet 
the hierarchy are silent. If the priesthood had the real welfare of Ireland at heart, 
they would, to a man, declare all murderers excommunicate, and proclaim their 
intention to withhold the rites of the church from the perpetrators or abettors of 
these atrocities. But they have done no such thing. They will denounce opinions, 
be they ever so harmless, and condemn to endless woe all, however virtuous and 
good, who hold doctrines at variance with the dogmas of their. church. Yet the 
profligate, the thief, nay even the murderer, may receive absolution for their crimes, 
when every Christian church would instantly expel the guilty parties. 

When we consider the oppressions which the vast majority of the Irish people 


conslantly suffer, their recent dreadful privations, and most of all the true charac- 
I 


62 


IRISH CHRONICLE. 


i tration of 
ter and influence of popery, we can scarcely feel surprise at the perpe 
these crimes, Een ies Ea they deplore the folly and wickedness of those who 


commit them, 

Surely 
abandonment of duty. 
it does exist, and because we 


a relaxation of effort now would be impolitic and criminal, and a fearful 
In the hope of preventing the spread of such an evil, for 
have recently received such cheering tidings of the 


progress of the good work, particularly in Connaught, we have written these words 


of “ caution.” 


Mr. Hamitton, writing from Ballina 
last month, where so much good has 
been accomplished, still has to speak of 

SUCCESS. 

The work of the Lord seems to prosper 
here still. I have the inquirers divided into 
five classes, all of which are increasing. A 
good many have applied for baptism ; but 
under present circumstances we think it ne- 
cessary to be very cautious in the admission 
of members. I have not baptized any since 
the 23rd ult. I think, however, there are 
five or six whom we may receive shortly. 

STATE OF THE POOR. 

The condition of the people is very trying, 
and I fear will continue so throughout the 
winter, owing to the want of employment. 
I trust their trials will be the means of turn- 
ing many of them to the Lord. 


PERSECUTION. 


Some of our poor people have been much 
abused, and their lives threatened lately. 
But I expect this will be put a stop to, as 
one of the ringleaders will shortly be tried 
before the bench of magistrates. 


And again, in his last letter, Mr. H. 
says, 

We are going on. The congregation is as 
good as we could expect this weather. Many 
of the poor are badly clothed, and cannot 
come when the cold is severe. 

: PROSPECTS. 

There are six of our inquirers anxious for 
baptism and fellowship ; but we are acting 
cautiously, lest we should receive any im- 
proper persons. 

Mr. Ecctrs writes in encouraging 
terms of the state of things in the new 
cause at Belfast. 


SHORT BUT INTERESTING, 


I have again the pleasure of reporting to 
you continued prosperity. Since I last wrote 
we have received two accessions to our num- 
ber. I am to baptize another this week. 
Two others have applied for membership. 
The congregation becomes more and more 
steady, and there is always a respectable 
sprinkling of strangers, May the Lord, with 
whose cause in this place I am identified, in- 
crease my fidelity and zeal. 


— 


It is often objected to Irish oratory 
and Irish reporis, that they are highly 
coloured, and that there is a tendency 
to exaggeration. We think we may claim 
exemption for the reports of our agents 
from this fault ; on the contrary, they are 
unostentatious, and distinguished for sim- 
plicity and truthfulness. It is;but justice 
to our brethren to say, they are anxious 
to maintain the strictest accuracy. Mr. 
Bares’s report respecting his station is a 
good illustration. 


THE CAUSE AT BANBRIDGE, 


I trust we are still favoured with tokens of 
the Divine favour. During the past month 
two have been baptized on a profession of 
their faith in Jesus. 

The congregation still keeps up. Last night 
we had about 120 persons present. The Sun- 
day school is thin; but this is on account of 
the winter, and partly owing to our not 
having a place sufficiently large to conduct 
it in. 

We must, however, be prayerful and ac- 
tive. Since I came here, the methodists 
have sent an additional minister. The So- 
cinians are trying to form a second congrega- 
tion, and are bringing some of their ablest 
men to preach on the Lord’s day. I have 
commenced a course of lectures on the Deity 
of Christ. May the Lord smile on our ef- 
forts, and grant us his blessing. 

I have received a parcel of clothing from 
some unknown friends in Scotland, which I 
desire thankfully to acknowledge through the 
Chronicle. 


Ricnarp Moonrr’s report for Novem- 
ber contains an interesting account of a 
journey into a dark and barren mountain 
region, where he found proofs that the 
seed, though often scattered in an appa- 
rently unpromising soil, springs up and 
brings forth fruit. 


A MOUNTAIN WALK. 


As I travelled I observed a small cottage 
at the foot of a hill, and having entered it 
I saw a small Irish book on the table. I 
asked the woman, who was able to read this 
book? She replied, “my husband 3” and 
one of the children was sent out to call him. 
On his entering, he seemed overjoyed to see 
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me, and told me he had heard Mr. H. preach 
a few times in Tully, and had also attended 
my meetings. Many more came in, and as 
I did not know where they came from I read 
many parts of holy writ, and explained them, 
as I best could, in their mother tongue; then 
they seemed to hear with double attention. 


A GOOD REPORT. 


After remaining with them about two hours, 
I went out. The man followed me to say 
he had a bible these many years, that his 
priest had often asked for it, but that he had 
kept it and continued to read it. He also 
told me that the people, when they got to- 
gether, are often talking of the goodness and 
liberality of our English friends. 


Mr. Berry writes from Abbeyleix en- 
cor gingly. He speaks of fresh open- 
ings for preaching the gospel, aud only 
regrets he cannot enter them all. 

REASONS FOR A MISSIONARY’S JOY. 


I have great pleasure in reporting progress, 
progress in the best cause. I have referred be- 
fore to new stations for preaching. I have 
now to report another in the house of an epis- 
copalian, in the country. These three new 
stations are well attended, and already fruit 
is appearing. I could preach in other stations 
if 1 could attend to them ; but I find that 
five sermons during the week nights are as 
many as I can well manage. Though almost 
every night is wet and stormy, yet these 
places are filled before I get tothem. I have 
to be thankful, that though often drenched 
with rain, my health does not suffer. 


A DOUBLE FIRE. 


The protestant curates are indefatigable in 
their efforts to keep the people from hearing 
me, and the priest of course, who had one of his 
people under penance for attending my minis- 
try. You will judge of the success of the 
former of these efforts, when I tell you, that 
four of their hearers regularly attend our 
place, and one of them has proposed for fel- 
lowship. The latter case aptly illustrates 


THE SPIRIT AND CUNNING OF POPERY. 


M_—, though still a Romanist, has often 
come. For this offence the priest summoned 
her. At first he swaggered and threatened, 
then reasoned and entreated, and ended by 


inflicting only the minor penance, viz., the 
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repetition of a prayer (by the bye, a good 
one, too), every day for a fortnight. Her 
artlessness astonished him, for, at the confes- 
sional, she put among others the following 


STARTLING QUESTIONS. 


“J wish to know if Jesus Christ was baptized 
by immersion, why is it not practised now ? 
If God delights in worship, why may I not 
worship sometimes with those who worship 
and love him?” These and similar questions 
startled the priest, and from the light penance, 
it is clear he considers the case a nice one. If 
the next time she goes, the public penance 
be inflicted, disobedience will be the result. I 
have no doubt she is near the kingdom of 
God. These and many other indications of 
the divine goodness and love are a cause of 
devout thankfulness to God. 


Mr. Berry is in the disturbed district, 
and sees much of the effects of outrage 
and crime, and of the temper and con- 
duct of those who are influenced by the 
reckless and lawless spirit which pre- 
yails init. This will account for what 
follows, and will show 


THE FIDELITY OF OUR AGENTS’ REPORTS. 


I will not conceal from you, and I make 
the statement with shame, that this part of 
the country is such as to make the strongest 
faith waver, and the warmest heart cold. I 
am sometimes so bewildered, that I am in- 
clined to say, Send me away, even among the 
rudest barbarians. 

How can it be otherwise, when I see so 
much idleness, disaffection, and cowardly as- 
sassination? But thank God, the greater the 
difficulty, the greater the honour of contend- 
ing with them; and when they are overcome, 
the greater glory to God. 

After all, it is cheering to be gaining any 
ground, and to find that neither the altered 
tactics of the priest, nor the open opposition 
of the ministers of the endowed church can 
close a door against me. The largeness and 
promptitude of your charities, last year, have, 
without doubt, been the means of opening so 
many places for me. Indeed, could I sus- 
tain the work, scarcely a town or village 
around me, would refuse admittance, or with- 
hold a congregation. But it is of no use to 
multiply stations if we have not the power to 
occupy and sustain them well, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Wuar an eventful year the past has been! In Jreland, want, fever, and death, 


have swept off multitudes; and 
through several populous districts. 


commercial credit shaken to its foundations. 


and now crime and outrage spread terror and alarm 
At home we have seen, 


for many months, 
Merchants living in affluence reduced 
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: vast schemes of aggrandisement frustrated ; and numbers of Christian 
Peano dy HEA for a ore - os and inordinate desire of riches, which — 
i fearful power over their minds. ney ws 
Ses bat os, and the deep anxiety they occasion, it is gratifying ae 
that many churches who have longest and most freely supported the mission } ave 
increased their contributions, Others most affected by the pressure of the times 
have done better than might have been expected ; and some who, until a recent 
period, never did anything, have taken up the cause warmly, Let but this spint 
spread itself through the denomination, and the regular income of the society will 
soon equal the ae upon us ry enable the committee to strengthen and in- 
he agency already employed. ; 

Fy eee a eae friend va the society, seemg in our last number, some 
statements by Mr. Mulhern, respecting the Ballina district, and how much an agent 
was needed at Easky and Coolaney, has offered fifty pounds to meet the expense. 
This is encouraging, and we hope the committee will be able to respond to the 
offer, by at once appointing an agent to help Mr. Hamilton in his increasing labour. 
A suitable person has offered, but the offer was declined solely for the want of 

funds. Perhaps this difficulty may now be removed. 


CONTRIBUTIONS SINCE OUR LAST. 


GENERAL PURPOSES, 


£ 2a ; £8 a. 
London, Francies, Rev. G. ....ssscsessesceeres 010 6} Ampthill, Mr. Claridge............. woutite a 010 0 
Swinstead, Mr. W. ...... + 1 1 0/| Royston, Mr. Goodman (2 years) . cw 2) OG 
Devonshire Square ....ccwsceccsccesscesvecsoes 8 3 6| Edinburgh, Boyd, Miss, by Miss Haldane 0 5 O 
Ipswich, collections and subscriptions at— Tenterden, collection at Rey. Dr. Pledge’s 4 6 0 
Stoke, per Rey. W. Gray el 6k Canterbury, ditto after Lecture......... 114 0 
Turrett, by ditto........ aiideseaesrg JeerO. mG Chatham, ditto Mbt G sd ernian 23 5 
—— 2414 9 | Nottingham, Subscriptions byJ.Heard,Esq.13 8 0 
Norwich, collection and subscriptions...... 55 11 3 Ashton-under-Lyne, contributions, by Rey. 
Ingham, ditt0.......ccrccsessccsssseserereres os 0 0 BD. Moule os eecsenensthes acetone: a 4 0 
Yarmouth, ditto ditto &;.. 0 1) Rochdale, ditto, by Henry Kelsall, Esq.... 57 6 6 
Stoke, Friend, by J. Colman, Esq 0 0 | Bradford, ditto, by Rey. D. Mulhern....... ~ 10 te8 
Worstead, collection and subscriptions... 11 3 0/| Shipley, ditto, GUE. soucecn a ae 
Diss, ditto GG" CNorme eee 216 6) Halifax, ditto, ditto....... Riwees unten 7 Ove 
Cambridge, subs. per Rey.R. Roff 10 11 0 Huddersfield and Lockwood, ditto, ditto... 616 0 
Wie Gilley, ES qets ixessnexcceesn 30 0 0 Salendine Nook, ditto, ditto. 561 
—-— 4011 0] Bramley, ditto, ditto. 110 0 
Limerick, moiety of collection, by Rey. Farsley, ditto, ditto .. 1. Oe 
GEMINE Water, .cckgarcsvcctceuvesek acsnunaieth lil 8| Eye, ditto, by Rev. J. Webb.. 311 1 
Seven Oaks, contribs. by Rey. T. Shirley. 911 0 Horsham, ditto, ditto. 3 1878 
Chulmadstone, by Rev. W. Gray ......... s+ 1 0 0] Troweden, ditto, by Rev W. Gray 2 1 8 
Lewes, contributions by Mr. Button. ....... 8 0 0 | Stowmarket, ditto, ditto... 210 0 
Thrapstone, ditto by Rey. B.C, Young... 4 0 0 | Wattisham, ditto, ditto... aaneet 2 5 2 
RELIEF FUND. 
don, Friend, by [Rey. R. W. Overb a a 
London, Friend, by Rey. R. W. Overbury 0 | Sutton, St. James’s, Fri ‘ 
Norwich, Newbegin, by Rey. W. Brock... 0 4 0 Brock...... Se 317 0 
e3 


Subscriptions and Donations thankfully received by 
60, Old Broad Street; Rev. J. Ancus, and by the Seer 
the, Mission House, Moorgate Street; and by the p 
Kingdom, 


the Treasurer, Epwarp Suita, Esq. 
etary, Mr. Freperick TRESTRAIL, at 
astors of the churches throughout the 


COLLECTOR FOR LONDON, REV. ¢, WOOLLACOTT, 
31, Gloucester SrREET, QuEEN’s Square, 


+, HADBON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY, 


